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PREFACE 




INCE the late Revolution in Spain, in September 1868, by 
which a wide and an effectual door was opened for the full 
and unhidden entrance, or rather precipitate rush, of the 
glorious gospel of the grace of God, not only upon the shores, but 
into the very bosom of that country, we have seen many notices as 
to the influences which were either known or supposed to have 
been at work, during the years preceding that great political event. 
But all the notices that have yet seen the light, do not tell a tithe 
of the true story of that work, which has been wrought out by the 
wonder-working hand of God. 

And the inquiry has arisen, — Ought matters to continue thus ; or 
is it not right to endeavour to raise somewhat the edge of the veil 
hanging over that history, which God in his Providence had created 
during the later fetter-bound years of that dark and down-trodden, 
but now happily emancipated land ? 

Many reasons have, for a considerable time past, led to the con- 
sideration of this matter being dropped. But more recently, it 
has appeared in a stronger light ths^n ever it did before, that an 
attempt should be made to present a narrative of the rise and 
progress of gospel truth in Spain during the seventeen years' 
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work of the Edinburgh Spanish Evangelization Society, immedi- 
ately preceding the Revolution of September 1868. 

And, in much lowliness of heart, and in simple dependence upon 
God for help, counsel, and guidance, the attempt has been made, 
and the result is now presented to the reader in the following pages. 

In these pages, it will be fully seen that it is the work of God 
that we design to set forth, and not the work of man, and that, so 
as practically to proclaim the Divine utterance, — "Behold what 
God hath wrought I " 

From the mass of matter accumulated on our hands, we found it 
a very difficult task to make selections, so as to give a fair, yet 
comprehensive view of the character and extent of the work of the 
Spanish Mission, in so brief a compass as we desired. In fact, only 
a small part of what has been effected during these years of work 
can be noticed in these pages. Were a regular history to be 
attempted, the material in hand would furnish matter for several 
large volumes, and be still unexhausted. As we design this work 
to be comprised within very narrow limits, we have been under the 
necessity of giving no account of the Society's work in Portugal, 
Spanish America, and in the other Spanish and Portuguese speaking 
countries, to all of which, more or less, the Society's work has been 
extended. 

This history is intended to be issued in two volumes, the second 
under certain conditions, which are the following : — 

The entire work being undertaken at the author's own expense, 
the issue of the second volume must depend upon the expenses of 
this first volume being covered by the sales. 



Ab Boon, therefore, as the author is secured from loss iii the iasiie 
of the volume, now jaat published, with a reasonable prosptct 
of securing the expense of (lie second, the latter will be sent to 
press, and the publication will be duly advertJBed in the quarterlj- 
periodical^" Time^ of Refreshhig in Spain." 

Under these circnmstancea, this first volume is commended to 
the interests of the supporters and friends of the Spanish Alission, 
and to all others who desire to see a written narrative of the Dawn 
of the Second Reformation in Spain 

This 6rst volume is complete in itself, and embraces the period 
between the years 1852 and 1863. 
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CHAPTER I. 

SHB DABK NIOHT^' 
1862. 

;OME twenty years ago, the spiritual condition of Con- 
tinental countries, bound under the iron yoke of 
Eome, was beginning to press heavily upon the hearts 
of many Christian persons in Edinburgh. Much 
prayer was offered that God would arise on behalf of these 
lands, and that the time to favour them might then be come. 
Prayer deepened interest, and increasing interest intensified 
prayer. 

Italy was, at that period, with many, the special point to 
which the eye of faith was turned, and for which much believ- 
ing prayer was poured forth to Grod. Many causes conduced 
to give that prominence to Italy. The Waldensian Church, 
though greatly dimmed in spiritual lustre, was still a centre 
of light within her borders, and of herself constituted a 
source of hope and expectation to those in this country, who 
longed and prayed for her regeneration. The gospel cause 

in the Italian Peninsula was not, the];efore, consid^ed a 

A 
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hopeless undertaking; but, on the contrary, there existed 
good ground for entertaining the happiest anticipations, that 
the time of Italy's merciful visitation was close at hand. And 
so it was, and we all know the story of her advancing 
evangelization. Thus was Italy cared for by man, and helped 
by God. 

But, at the period referred to in our opening lines, no eye 
seemed turned to desolate, unhappy Spain ; or rather, perhaps, 
no hand was seen stretched forth to help, and to seek to save 
her. But this seemed not the fault of the Christian public 
of this country. Spain was, as Jericho of old, " straitly shut 
up," and any effort to send forth the gospel to her spiritually 
famishing people, seemed as utterly hopeless as would any 
attempt have been, to introduce it within the precincts 
of the Vatican. In short, the idea of evangelizing Spain 
seemed a thing wholly impossible, and not for a moment 
to be entertained. Every avenue, every door of entrance 
for the admission of divine truth was closed, and all seemed 
to be hermetically sealed. All the previous labourers in 
the field, viz. : — Dr Thomson, Dr Rule,* and Lieutenant 
Graydon,* had one after another been expelled from the 
country, by the express orders of Queen Christina ; and, in 
1840, not a single missionary labourer was known to have 
remained behind. 

During, therefore, the following twelve years, darkness 
and the shadow of death enveloped the whole land, and 
scai'cely a ray of light was perceptible, to gladden the heart 
with the promise of a coming day. Up to the period at 
which the work described in these sketches commenced, 
Spain, helpless and hopeless, sat desolate, an outcast from 
God, and forgotten of man.t 

* We regret that notices of the succeraful labours of these gentlemen do not come 
within the scope of this work. 

t The concun-ent testimonies of all Bible and Tract Societies about this period, and 
for many yeai-s afterwards, were ever to the effect " Spain continues to be dosed.** 
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That the first Reformation in Spain, three hundred years 
ago, was quenched in blood, is indelibly written on the pages 
of history ; but the propitious circumstances attendant on the 
dawn of the presently advancing second Reformation, give 
every hope, nay, fullest confidence, that the issue shall not 
again be such, but shall prove to be life, light, and liberty to 
her long enthralled, but noble-minded people. The dawn of 
the morning having at length broken upon Spain, it is the 
sweet arid blessed presage, that the Sun of Righteousness 
himself is near, and consequently yields the pi*omise of a 
bright and glorious day. 

It was under the dark and hopeless circumstances 
described in the previous pages, that, all unknown to human 
ken, Grod looked down upon Spain. And for God to look 
down upon any people, as he looked down upon Israel in 
bondage, when he said " T have seen, I have seen the afflic- 
tion of my people, which is in Egypt, and I have heard their 
groaning," implies, that divine compassion is combined with 
the might of his right arm ; as when he further said, " And 
I am come down to deliver them." 

In due time, therefore, Gk)d began to work, and this in 
his usual way, by a feeble instrumentality, in making choice 
of a common Scotch sailor, to cast the first bomb-shell upon 
the redoubtable fortress of Roman Catholicism in Spain, 
within the period embraced in these sketches. It was a 
mere beginning, and a small one too ; but no matter, for what 
God begins, he carries on, and will perfect in his own good 
time and way. And, now that nineteen years have sped their 
course, since that one feeble effort was made, what do we 
see 1 Let facts answer. A little one has become a thousand ; 
and, may we add the remainder of the infallible word, " A 
small one shall become a strong nation !" 

In the year 1852, a, Scotch seaman was said to be about 
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to sail from Leith to Cadiz. Immediately on hearing this, 
the idea occurred to some, that, possibly, through this man, 
something might be done for Spain. ISo time was to be lost. 
The seaman was sent for, and he came np from Leith 
to Edinburgh without a day's delay. He was asked if he 
would take some Spanish Bibles with him to Cadiz, and 
distribute them there. He was willing, most willing, he said. 
But he was teld, and told faithfully, of the risks to which he 
would be subjected in attempting to do such a work, and 
desired to consider well, whether, with such risks, he would 
venture to do so. But the brave man was persistent, and 
the Bibles he would carry with him, and distribute in Spain. 
But a new difficulty arose ; he was to sail in a day or two ; no 
Spanish Scriptures could be got in Edinburgh, and there 
was not time to apply for, and obtain a grant from the British 
and Foreign Bible Society. In this extremity, the London 
Tract Society was written to in great haste, to send down a 
parcel of Spanish tracts with the utmost railway speed. The 
parcel arrived, and was just in time to be put in John Boyne's 
hands, before the vessel saUed. And so the vessel sped its 
ocean course, bearing its precious freight of the seed of life, 
in a little parcel of not more than one foot square, 

FBAYEB AND EXPECTATION. 

The prayerful interests of those who had to do with the 
despatch of that small package of tracts to Cadiz, were 
thereafter almost entirely transferred from Italy to Spain, 
on the ground that, while the fonner country was well cared 
for, any effi)rt for the spiritual well-being of the latter seemed 
to be a sort of desperate undertaking, upon which no one 
was disposed to venture. But they believed that what man 
could not venture to attempt, God could accomplish ; and 
that the prayer of faith could move the hand that moved the 
universe. On the bare promise of God, therefore, and 
Respite all dark appearances, and apparently unconquerable 
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obstacles, they took hold of the Angel of the Covenant, and 
entreated for a blessing for dark, desolate, and forsaken Spain. 
Great access, encouragement, and enlargement were expe- 
rienced by these suppliants, in their earnest and urgent suits 
on behalf of Spain ; and, though the heart fainted and failed 
often, when the stem reality of the country being " straitly 
shut up*' came up in vivid power before the mind, yet a 
revulsion of feeling always followed, and the soul took refuge 
in Him, whose gracious word runs thus, '^ Is any thing too 
hard for the Lord % " and again, " Have I been a wilder- 
ness unto Israel — a land of darkness ? *' 

But, besides prayer and the actings of faith on account of 
Spain, the design was formed, that, should the first small 
miBsioa of tracts be accomplished in safety and ^th success, 
it would be but the first fruits of similar despatches by the 
same seaman, not of tracts merely, but also of Scriptures. 

And, so week followed week, in earnest, anxious, believing 
supplication, that God would remember Spain in the multi- 
tude of his mercies, and that he would be pleased to open 
up a way, by which his glorious gospel might be further 
introduced within her desolate borders. 

DISAPFOINTHENTS. 

Months passed, and John Boyne returned not; and no 
information cotdd be obtained as to what had become of 
him. Much anxiety was experienced in regard to his safety, 
and the hopeful promise of his gospel mission seemed 
passing away for ever. But, at length, he did return ; and 
bis tale was this. Before his vessel sailed from Cadiz, he 
was seized by a severe illness, and had to be left behind, 
while the ship proceeded on its further out-bound voyage. 
He was long ill ; but, as soon as he was able, he returned 
to Leith in a home-bound vesseL 

While on the voyage out to Cadiz, he had told the captain 
of the vessel about the tracts committed to his care for 
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distribution in Spain. The captain volunteered to do the 
work himself. And he did so, but in his own peculiar and 
cautious Scotchman-like fashion. The good captain took 
none with him on shore, but he told one party and another 
in Cadiz, that good books could be got on board his vessel 
by any who chose to go and take them. Within a very 
short time, the visits to the vessel for the " good books " 
became so numerous, that not a tract was left behind. 
And so sped this first small missionary enterprize to Spain. 

Deepest thankfulness was experienced at the promising 
result, but it was followed by a great disappointment ; for 
this worthy seaman was not again to return to Spain, and 
he knew of no other who was about to visit that land. So 
the work began, and seemed to close with John Boyne. 

Then again was Spain's spiritual desolation cast upon 
the hand of God. Meanwhile, the eye of faith was turned 
in every direction far and near, for any opening whatever, 
which could be made available for good to Spain. But 
nothing could be seen or heard of ; and, but for the bare 
promise of God, upon which he had caused his servants to 
hope, all idea of even this feeble prosecution of the work 
would have been abandoned in despaii\ The small cloud, 
the size of a man's hand, seemed never to appear, and the 
ever recurring weary utterance from disappointed expecta- 
tion — " There is nothing — " made the heavens to appear as 
brass, which the cry of the anxious, waiting suppliants 
could not pass through. And did the Lord fail his helpless 
servants in this great emergency ? We shall see. 

God moves in a mysterious way, 
Hi3 wonders to perform. 
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CHAPTER n. 

THE EABLT DA WIT. 

I 

1868. 

iffiBjJ ANY moniihs passed after the return of John Boyne 
^j^^ from Cadiz to Leith, and still no door of entrance 
for the gospel into any part of Spain could be dis- 
cerned; and the despairing inquiry was at length 
uttered, " Watchman, what of the night ? " " Watchman, 
what of the night 1 " and the watchman said, " The morning 
Cometh.*' 

In a number of Hvcmgeliccd Ch/nstendomy issued about this 
time, appeared a long and deeply interesting communication 
from the late Dr James Thomson, for some time agent of the 
British and Foreign Bible Society in Spain, who had been 
previously expelled from that country by the express order of 
Queen Christina^ and who was then resident in London. It 
contained an account of some missionary work which he 
was then conducting in Portugal, and for the carrying on of 
which, he I'equired financial assistance. For this aid, he made 
an earnest and touching appeal. This article caught the 
attention, and created an interest in the minds of those, who 
had up to that time been so anxiously solicitous to effect 
some little work for Spain, as noticed in the previous chapter. 

Here, it was thought, is an opening into one portion of 
the Spanish peninstda ; and, though Portugal is not Spain 
proper, yet it is an adjoining country, and equally popish 
as the other ; and, therefore, has equal claims on the considera* 
tion and interests of Christians in this country. 

Dr Thomson was forthwith written to, and told in kind, 
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sympathizmg, and encouraging words, that there were hearts 
in Scotland deeply responsive to his appeal, on account of his 
work in Portugal ; and that possibly some little financial aid 
might shortly be remitted to him from friends in Edinburgh. 
All that was designed, in thus writing to Dr Thomson, was a 
coUection, in quite a private way, of subscriptions from per- 
sonal Mends, with the view of aiding him in his good work 
in Portugal 

A reply from Dr Thomson was speedily received, which 
took his correspondents entirely by surprise. The fact was, 
that he had completely misconceived the amount of support 
contemplated ; and, writing as one who had already experi- 
enced a great deliverance, he said, that, in the communica- 
tion received from Edinburgh, €rod had heard and answered 
his prayer, in raising up friends to sympathize with, and aid 
him in his work on account of the Spanish Peninsula — a work 
in which he was labouring alone, and almost helplessly. This 
strain, combined with the touching manner in which it was 
expressed, was sorely discomfiting and perplexing to the 
friends so addressed, when they thought of the great dis- 
appointment which would be experienced by Dr Thomson, on 
being told more plainly of the very limited extent of the help 
which might be expected. 

This consideration for Dr Thomson's feelings induced the 
inquiry, — Can nothing possibly be done to meet his expecta- 
tions, at least in some small measure 1 It was resolved to 
make the attempt. Dr Thomson was accordingly again 
written to, and told that he had greatly over-estimated the 
ability of his friends to help him ; but that, if he would send 
full particulars, in reference to his current work in Portugal, 
and his designed work in Spain, a tractate would be made 
out and printed, and an effort made to raise funds on a some- 
what more extended scale than had been originally intended. 
Dr Thomson lost no time in forwarding the information re- 
quired, and from it a little brochure was prepared, which was 
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entitled, The Evangelization of the Spamah Peninsula. A 
collector was immediately thereafter employed to circulate 
tbis little work among Christian parties in Edinburgh, and 
to collect subscriptions, with the instruction, that where he 
did not obtain a contribution, he might sell the little book 
whenever he could for sixpence. 

One of the gentlemen interested in this movement, the Rev. 
Sir Henry Wellwood Moncreiff, became hon. treasurer, and 
another, Ebenezer Mill, Esq., consented to act as treasurer, 
and to remit to Dr Thomson the funds as they were required. 
This little scheme, in the good providence of God, met with 
considerable success, in bringing in contributions for Dr 
Thomson's work ; and in addition, the sales of the little book 
covered the expense of three editions, and produced £20 of 
profit in aid of the fund. 

To describe the deep thankfulness of Dr Thomson for the 
' assistance received, as expressed in his lettei*s to Edinburgh, 
during the year of the working of this scheme, viz., 1853, is 
scarcely possible. Suffice it to say, that his whole heart 
interests, and energies, were in the prosecution of his volun- 
tary and gratuitous labours for the cause of the gospel in 
Spain ; and his almost daily letters to Edinburgh during a 
whole year, and a personal visit to his friends there, gave full 
evidence of his deep thankfulness to God, for the measure of 
success with which He was pleased to crown his work, both 
as regards the support he obtained for it in Scotland, and 
the success of his effort in the Peninsula. 

During the currency of that year, through the means sent 
him from Edinburgh, Dr Thomson conducted his work in 
Lisbon. He also issued and circulated an evangelical 
magazine in the Spanish language. It was edited by his friend 
and earnest coadjutor, Senor Calderon, who was then an exile 
from Spain, and resident in London. In the latter part of the 
year, a remarkable communication arrived from Dr Thomson, 
in which he stated, that a Spanish gentleman, a friend of hia 
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own, and an earnest Protestant, had proposed to make a 
missionary tour in Spain, for three or four months, specially 
with the view of forming connections in different places, for 
the reception and circulation of Spanish Scriptures and tracts. 
To defray the expense of that tour, the sum of one hundred 
pounds would be required, and he concluded with the earnest 
inquiry-— could the amount be collected in Edinbm^h 1 Funds 
there were in the treasurer's hands, but not nearly to the 
amount of the sum required. Not a day however was lost 
in the writing out of an article, and the insertion of it in the 
Witness newspaper, detailing the circumstances of the case, 
so far as it was considered safe to do so ; and appealing for 
fund& This new effort, under the Lord's blessing, was also 
successful. The amount needed was speedily obtained, and 
Dr Thomson was instructed to engage his friend in the work 
without delay. The proj ected missionary tour was accordingly 
undertaken ; and ff om time to time, the letters from that 
Spanish gentleman, detailing the progress of his work, were 
remitted to Edinburgh, and duly returned to Dr Thomson. 

In the midst of all this promising work, Dr Thomson died 
suddenly. 

The following brief narrative of his work, which we wrote 
a few years affcer his death, will complete all we can here 
find space to say of the fruitful and invaluable labours of 
Dr James Thomson, on behalf of the Spanish Peninsula, in 
connection with his Scottish friends. 

THE FBIEND OF SPAIV. 

The late venerable Dr James Thomson of London has been 
the unconscious founder of the "Spanish Evangelization 
Society." He is dead, but he yet speaketh, and his works 
do follow him. He is one of the many instances of God's 
believing people, whose faith, and labour, and patience on 
behalf of Christ, have been crowned with abundant success 
and blessing. In silence, in solitude, in weakness, and often 
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in sorrow, but with faith unfaltering, — Jacob-like, he 
wrestled with Grod for the bestowal of spiritual blessings 
upon that unhappy land, whose interests we now attempt to 
plead. The secret of the Lord is with them that fear him ; 
and this feithful servant of God seemed to have arrived at 
the conclusion, even at a most unpromising period of Spain's 
history, that God was about to have mercy on that long- 
benighted land. 

In writing these lines, we are reminded of a remark made 
by a Christian gentleman long resident in Spain— "I 
believe," he said, "that this religious awakening of the 
Spanish mind is in answer to the prayers of that good man." 
And not his prayers only, but also his earnest efforts were 
engaged to promote the spiritual interests of Spain. Un- 
wearied in his exertions, he devised and carried into effect 
various plans for the introduction of the truth into the 
Peninsula. He especially pleaded the cause of Portugal in 
" Evangelical Christendom ;" and, by this means, awakened 
the interest of Christian friends in Scotland, who immedi- 
ately communicated with him on the subject. This was 
followed by a private effort in Edinburgh, to raise funds to 
aid him in his undertaking. The sum of two hundred and 
twenty-five pounds was very shortly the result of this effort ; 
and, by means of sums out of that fund, placed from time to 
time at his disposal, he was enabled to carry on his plans 
with increased vigour and efficiency. The work was now 
being considerably extended, and Dr Thomson had entertained 
the highest hopes and anticipations of increasing oppor- 
tunities for the entrance of the tmth into Spain, when he 
was most unexpectedly removed from this world. Until 
within a few days of his death, Dr Thomson had almost daily 
corresponded with a friend in Edinburgh, and only in several of 
his later letters had he referred to his weakness, and lamented 
his inability to accomplish all that he desired. His last note 
was written for him by a lady, at whose house he was visiting ; 
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and, in his own hand-writing, he concluded with the follow- 
ing words : — 

" I am becoming increasingly weak and ill j I am return- 
ing to London to take further medical advice. All my 
work stands." 

In a few days after the date of that communication, the 
announcement was received that Dr Thomson was no more. 
To the friends of Spain in Edinburgh, this intelligence was 
most imexpected, and the melancholy occurrence was deeply 
deplored and lamented. Immediately thereafter, all opera- 
tions for the further collection of funds for the Spanish 
cause were suspended, until a responsible committee in 
Edinburgh should be formed. 

The death of Dr Thomson had evidently occurred at a 
time most unexpected to himself His heart and his hands 
were full of work for Christ, and his letters abundantly 
testify to his anticipation of his being permitted to labour 
yet longer in the field. Some time previous to his decease, 
he had formed a committee of gentlemen in London, to 
whom a report of his proceedings was to be from time to 
time submitted; and only a few weeks before the melancholy 
event, he had requested Sir John Dean Paul to be treasurer, 
and had lodged in his hands all the money which he had 
himself collected. The funds sent from Edinburgh appear 
to have been remitted by Dr Thomson to the Peninsula 
as he received them, in payment of the agents employed 
by him there. Shortly after his death. Sir John Dean 
Paul intimated his willingness to remit to the com- 
mittee in Edinburgh the funds placed in his hands by Dr 
Thomson, upon his being officially requested to do so. 
While arrangements were in progress to do this, the 
catastrophe happened by which this fund was entirely lost. 
Two hundred poimds of this amount had been collected by 
Dr Thomson from his own private friends, for the express 
purpose of establishing a college in Lisbon, and only twelve 
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pounds belonged to the general fund. It is to be regretted 
that no regular account of his disbursements, on behalf of his 
mission schemes, has been found among Br Thomson's 
papers. It was his intention to submit a report and state of 
accounts to his committee in London, but he was prevented 
by death. It seems to have been his general plan to pay 
the contributions which were given him, excepting those 
appropriated for the college, almost immediately upon his 
receiving them, so Urgent were the claims which pressed 
upon him. His own private property seemed likewise to 
have been disposed of for the same purpose ; and, at his 
death, his executor found that all the property mentioned in 
his will was gone. There can be little doubt on what 
objects this devoted servant of God expended his means. 
His zeal and earnestness in the cause of God in Spain, had 
imdoubtedly constrained him to such acts of self-sacrifice. 
He has, however, suffered no loss, but, safely arrived in his 
Father's house of many mansions, his bread, cast upon the 
waters, has returned after many days. 

It now only remains to state, that, from the examination 
of Dr Thomson's papers after his death, there appeared dis- 
charges and other documents, sufficient to show that the sums 
remitted by his Scottish friends, and much more, had been 
expended by him on the Spanish mission. This devoted, 
honoured servant of God now rests from his labours, but his 
work has not fallen to the ground. The Spanish 
Evangelization Society has, as it were, arisen from his 
ashes, and is vigorously prosecuting the work in which his 
heart was so much engaged — may we hope with the blessing 
for Spain, life for evermoi-e. 
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CHAPTEE IIL 

THE DAWN ADVANOIVO. 
1854. 

XTHOUGH Dr Thomson's sudden and most unex- 
pected death took the gentlemen, who wei-e con- 
nected with the movement described in the previous 
chapter, qtiite unprepared, they conceived that the 
interests of Christ's cause in the Spanish Peninsula, impera- 
tively forbade that the work should be allowed to drop; 
and they, therefore, resolved that it should be carried on to 
the utmost extent the circumstances of Spain would admit of. 
Accordingly, on 31st July 1854, about a dozen gentlemen met 
in one of the Bible Society's rooms, York Place, Edinburgh, 
when a provisional committee was formed, and measui*es 
were adopted, for immediately taking up, and prosecuting 
the work which had been so inauspiciously suspended. 

THB HISSIONABT TOUBIST. 

In regard to Portugal, Dr Thomson's work was easily re- 
sumed, as his agencies in that country had been previously 
well known. But, in regard to Spain, the resumption of the 
work seemed to be, at least for the time, impossible. The 
conduct of the Spanish magazine had come suddenly to a 
close, by the death of Senor Calderon almost immediately 
after that of Dr Thomson. Also, the gentleman who had un- 
dertaken the missionary tour, referred to in the preceding 
chapter, was wholly unknown to them. This arose from the 
circumstance, that the letters from that Spaniard, which had 
been sent to Edinburgh for perusal, had, for obvious reasons. 
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not contained bis full name and address. His address, there- 
fore, was unknown to the Committee; nor could it be dis- 
covered by any means whatever. 

The Rev. Mr Bergne of the British and Foreign Bible So- 
ciety, the executor of Dr Thomson, failed to discover it among 
the papers of the deceased, but found entries, or receipts for 
different payments to the Spanish gentleman in question, to 
the amount of ninety pounds, that being the sum which had 
been remitted from Edinburgh to Dr Thomson for the pur- 
pose The sum of ten pounds still remained in the hands 
of the treasurer in Edinburgh, to complete the payment for the 
tour, and which sum was of course due, but could not be paid 
to the Spanish gentleman, for the reason above explained. 

Months passed on, and all hope of discovering him had 
completely faded, when an unexpected providence brought 
the whole matter to light. 

A Christian lady, Mrs Hargreaves, had been travelling in 
Spain, with the design of advancing the cause of the gospel 
as she could find opportunity. While in the city of Seville, 
she thought of taking fui'ther instructions in the Spanish 
language ; and, upon inquiry, discovered a gentleman, who 
was a professor of languages, and whom she engaged for the 
purpose. A few lessons sufficed to make the pupil and 
teacher confidentially communicative. The professor dis- 
covered that he had in his matronly pupil, a Christian lady, 
earnestly solicitous for the cause of the gospel in Spain, and 
the pupil discovered, that she had in her teacher, a highly 
intelligent Spanish Protestant. 

From the intimacy thus inaugurated, the gentleman told 
Mrs Hargreaves that, during the course of the preceding year, 
a dear and valued friend of his, Dr James Thomson of Lon- 
don, had engaged him to undertake a missionary tour in 
Spain. He had duly completed that tour, and had pre- 
viously received, from time to time, while travelling, sums 
in aid of his expenses to the amount of ninety pounds ; but that 
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all communications from Dr Thomson hsid suddenly ceased, 
and since then he had heard nothing of him, nor could he 
discover the cause of his inexplicable silence. Mrs Hargreaves 
soon solved the mystery, by telling him, that Dr Thomson 
was no more. On hearing this sad intelligence, the professor 
wept like a child, and said to Mrs Hargreaves, that, in the 
death of Dr Thomson, he had lost his best and dearest friend. 

Immediately after hearing the gentleman's story, Mrs 
Hargreaves wrote to her friend, Thomas Parker, Esq., of Lon- 
don, detailing the whole circumstances, and requesting him to 
endeavour to discover the parties, who had supplied Dr 
Thomson with the funds for the expenses of the missionary 
tour. Mr Parker, who was the friend and earnest coadjutor of 
the Edinburgh Committee in the interests of Spain, found no 
difficulty in doing so. He knew well of the search that had 
been so ineffectually made for the address of the gentleman 
employed by Dr Thomson; and, therefore, lost no time in 
transmitting to Edinburgh the communication sent him by 
Mrs Hargreaves. 

The special providence of God, in directing to this dis- 
covery, and the deep importance of the issues involved in it, 
will, in the course of the following sketches, be made very 
evident; and, when we state that it was Don Jos6 
Vasquez, the future earnest, indefatigable, and successful 
agent of the Edinburgh Spanish Evangelization Society who 
was thus discovered, it will be acknowledged that the inci- 
dents just recorded respecting him are alike interesting and 
touching. 

The Committee at once requested Mr Parker to enter 
into communication with Senor Vasquez. The sum of ten 
pounds, which was then owing him as the balance of the ex- 
penses of his tour, was subsequently remitted, and a corres- 
pondence was carried on, which resulted, as the following 
pages will show, in a course of the most important missionary 
operations in Spain. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

A BOOIBTT VOBMBO. 
18 56. 

jN February 1855, the Spanish Evangelization Society was 

formally constituted. This was done at a public meet- 

^ ing called by the provisional Committee, and held in 

Queen Street Hall, Edinburgh, on the 27th day of that 

month, when a new Committee was appointed, with power to 

add to their number. 

We have before us the addresses, which were delivered upon 
that occasion ; and as, from the results which have sprung 
from the formation of that Society, many of the utterances 
then expressed, now seem to have been almost prophetic, 
we hope to have space to insert them, with the motions 
proposed and carried, and the names of members of Com- 
mittee, as an appendix at the close of this volume. Without 
such memoranda, relative to the founders of the Society, we 
could not consider our memorial of the dawn of the second 
Heformation in Spain to be complete. 

MODES OF BVANOBLISTIO OPBBATIOKS. 

Immediately on the formation of the provisional Commit- 
tee, and more fully after the inauguration of the Society, the 
most vigorous efforts were put forth in the interests of the 
cause. These will be here very briefly told : — 

I. Tracts, and other larger evangelical works, were chosen 
by those members of Committee, who were appointed exam- 
iners of books. These w^re duly translated, printed, and 
stereotyped in this country. Editions of some of these were 

B 
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reprinted in Seville, Madrid, and Bayonne. Editions of 
Gospels were printed in Madrid, Totdouse, and Bayonne. 

II. Depositories were opened in Edinburgh, London, Lis- 
bon, and Gibraltar. Large numbers of Spanish tracts, and 
Scriptures in whole or in portions, were continuously and 
successfully introduced into Spain through Portugal, and by 
Gibraltar. 

III. Correspondence was opened with Christian persons in 
every sea-port town in the United Kingdom, frequented by 
shipping firom the Spanish Peninsida, and their interests and 
gratuitous services were engaged, to supply the crews of every 
Spanish and Portuguese vessel visiting these ports with the 
Committee's Scriptures and tracts. This was eminently suc- 
cessful ; and, from first to kst, thousands of Spanish seamen 
have been thus supplied, not only for themselves, but for 
their friends in Spain. 

IV. The services of pious British captains, mates, and ship 
engineers, were secured, to carry supplies of the same, and to 
distribute them at their various ports of destination in Spain. 
These parties were also engaged to take with them parcels of 
books to other parties in Spanish ports, or for transmission 
from such ports to inland places. Eemarkable success attended 
this branch of work, and by it a large amount of gospel 
truth found its way continuously into the Spanish Peninsula. 

V. Christian tourists, previous to departure for Spain, were 
supplied with Scriptures and tracts for distribution. 

VI. British Christians resident in Spain, and visitors in 
France on the borders of Spain, were kept fully supplied 
with these publications for distribution. 

These two last branches were very comprehensive in their 
respective spheres of operation, and the most interesting de- 
tails of good effected, have been continuously transmitted to 
Edinburgh. 

VII* The gratuitous work of protestant Spaniards in Spain 
was engaged. 
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VIM. The evangelistic work of paid agents in Spain was 
employed. 

IX. A very important branch of labour was the institution 
of regular evangelistic meetings, which were held in sea-port 
towns in this country, generally twice a- week, — one on Sab- 
bath, and the other on a week-day evening, — and which were 
addressed by local missionaries or gentlemen, in the Spanish 
language. 

A few years ago, we attended one of these on a week-day 
evening in the South Bethel in Liverpool. We were accom- 
panied by several gentlemen, all devoted adherents to the 
Spanish cause in connection with the Edinburgh mission. 
Close upon the hour of meeting, a band of Spanish captains 
and seamen entered the hall, and placed themselves right in 
front of the pulpit. One of the English gentlemen present 
conducted the service in the Spanish language. The hymns 
sung were such as ** Rock of Ages," and " I lay my sins on 
Jesus," and the exposition was of a portion of St John's Gos- 
pel. We did not understand a word of what was uttered, 
but the countenances of ihe Spaniards present, betokened an 
interest in what was said, the expression of which is stereo- 
typed on our heart to this day. The intense gaze on the 
countenance of the speaker seemed never to be intermitted 
for one moment by any one of them, and they appeared to 
drink in with eagerness every word which was uttered. At the 
close, there was quite a scene of eager ptdling out of pui-ses for 
the purchase of Bibles and Testaments, and a liberal supply 
of tracts was also given to carry with them to their homes 
and friends in Spain. The direct spiritual good which has 
been effected by such meetings is beyond all computation. 

X. Circulation of small gospel tracts throughout Spain 
by means of the Spanish penny post. This branch of work 
was managed in the following manner. I^arge supplies of 
Spanish postage stamps were purchased in Spain, and trans- 
mitted to this* country* Names and addresses of persons in 
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various parts of Spain, were likewise sent from Spain to this 
country. Small gospel tracts were then put in letter en- 
velopes addressed to these persons, and a Spanish postage 
stamp put on each. Packages of these were carried by godly 
English captains into Spain, and the whole of them were de- 
posited in the post-offices of towns which they visited. From 
Gibraltar also, the same work was continuously carried on. In 
this way, great numbers of Spanish &milies, who perhaps 
could not otherwise be reached, had the tracts brought to 
their doors, and introduced into their very homes. Who 
can estimate the extent of good which may have been 
effected in this way, by Him who has said, '^ My word shall 
not return unto me void." 

XI. The employment of a missionary, (Mr Heffell) thor- 
oughly acquainted with the Spanish language, for constant 
work among Spaniards in London, during the whole period of 
the International Exhibition in the British metropolis, in 
the year 1862. Also the appointment, of Mr Clough to 
labour among the Spaniards visiting Paris during the six 
months' continuance of the International Exhibition, held in 
that city during 1867. 

XII. Despatches of Scriptures and tracts were continuously 
made to British sea-ports, to Spain and Portugal, and to other 
Spanish and Portuguese speaking countries, for the mainten- 
ance of operations at home and abroad. 

XIII. Missionary correspondence was constantly maintained 
in reference to all the different home and foreign depart- 
ments of work above noticed. 

Such is a brief epitome of the character of the operations 
of the Edinburgh Spanish Mission, commencing with the 
formation of the provisional Committee in Jxdy 1854, up to 
the period of the Revolution in September 1868, when the 
work immediately thereafter assumed ' much greater pro- 
portions. 
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CHAPTEB V. 

THE FIBST SPANISH TBAOT. 
18 65. 

[^EFORE this Society was formedy and wliile the move- 
ment on behalf of Spain was yet in its ^infancy, the 
hand of Mr Peter Drommond of Stirling was stretched 
forth to aid and to encourage. We cannot foiget his 
oft-repeated counsel to those engaged in this work, ** Go on 
in your noble Spanish scheme, the Loid will bless and pros- 
per;" and we cannot forget the quickening influence of 
these words of encouragement and of faith. 

The flrst tract ti*an slated by the Committee into Spanish, 
and printed, was one of Mr Drummond's series. It was en- 
titledExiracts/ram the Holy Scriptures, It consisted of various 
portions of Scripture, embracing the great and peculiar truths 
of the gospel, so consecutively arranged, as to lead the reader 
to the knowledge of man's lost and ruined condition by nature, 
and of his complete recovery by the death and righteousness 
of Christ, and the regenerating and sanctifying influences of 
the Spirit of Crod. In the absence of the Scriptures, this little 
epitome of divine truth was flttedt o be of inestimable value 
to the soul sitting iu darkness and the shadow of deatL 
Nearly the entire expense of the first edition of one thousand 
copies of this tract, which consisted of twenty-four pages, was 
paid by Mr Drummond himself. It was shortly after stereo- 
typed by the Society, and within one year nearly eighteen 
thousand copies were by diflerent channels poured into Spain, 
and in after years, tensof thousandswereprintedand circulated. 
Who can tell the influence of such a drcolation as this? 
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The following is one instance of good effected by it and the 
^*Alba" together. These two tracts were given to a 
Spaniard. The gentleman who gave them was some time 
afterwards suddenly accosted in the street by the Spaniard, 
who, in eager, earnest, broken English, gave him to under- 
stand that his tracts had opened his eyes and wanned his 
heart. There is reason to believe that this Spaniard was 
truly converted to God ; and the last time he was heard of, 
he appeared to be doing the work of an evangelist among his 
own benighted countrymen. 

In consequence of the Bible being then a prohibited 
book in Spain, which tended greatly to restrict its circulsr- 
tion, though it did not prevent it, the extensive circulation of 
that tract was fitted to be of immense consequence. In many 
instances, however, this tract did not satisfy the longing 
desire of the Spaniard to be possessed of the entire Scrip- 
tures. Not unfrequently, when it was presented, a feeling 
of disappointment was manifested, and the cry for the entire 
Bible was so eagerly repeated, as to induce the most earnest 
effort on the part of the distributors, to procure for the appli- 
cants the inestimable boon of the entire Word of God. 

A SPANISH PEBIODIOAL. 

Closely affiliated with the first tract issued by the Society, 
viz.. Extracts from the Holy Scriptn/res, was the issue of the 
evangelical periodical entitled £1 Alba — (The Dawn.) The 
following extracts from the first Report by the editors,* 
which was issued in 1856, gives an explanation of the rise 
and progress of that important journal up to that date : — 

" Towards the end of the year 1854, an English gentleman 
resident in London,t and well acquainted with the Spanish 
language, 9nd with several Spaniards of distinction, was ap- 

* Thomas Parker, Esq., London, and Don Jos^ de Mora, a distiugoiahed Spanlab 
protestant exile, then resident in London, 
t Thomas Pai'ker, Esq. 
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plied to by a lady of great intelligence^ good fortune, and 
evangelical piinciples,* to bring out, in London, a Spanish 
periodical, which might, in some measure, take the place of 
the magazine edited by the late Senor Calderon, under the 
superintendence of the late Dr James Thomson, but which 
was discontinued on the death of those two excellent men — 
events which occurred within about a fortnight of each other. 
That Christian lady, having an ardent desire for the diffusion 
of gospel light in Spanish lands, not only volunteered liberal 
contributions towards any pubHcation, in Spanish, having 
that end in view, but actually undertook a tour through 
Sjmin, in order to learn facts, and prepare the way for the 
efforts about to be made in consequence of her benevolent 
intentions, t 

"A daughter J of a protestant prelate entered into the 
work with great earnestness ; and at once collected and sent 
contributions to the funds of * El Alba.* This lady has 
proved a valuable acquisition ; for, among her many accom- 
plishments, she writes and speaks the Spanish language with 
great accuracy. The MS. of No. 1 was sent to press ; and an 
impression of 500 copies was taken. These were quickly 
conveyed into Spain, and thei'e distributed, chiefly in the 
capital. This was, providentially, about the time that a 
popular political demonstration had occurred in the country ; 
and when men, worn out by factions, and wearied by the 
long slavery in which conscience had been held, were panting 
for a taste of that religious liberty which was only known to 
Spaniards from history. This was the very juncture of time. 
Copies of 'El Alba,* No. 1, were eagerly received, and read 
wi^ the greatest avidity by all classes, but especially by 
people of position and education. Contributions were now 

* Mrs HargreaTes. 

t It was during that tour that Mrs Hargreaves discovered Vasquez. 
X Uiss Whately, of nnblin, who, for many years afterwards proved so invaluable 
a belper to the Spanish Evangeliution Socie^. 
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freely and spontaneously offered by Spaniards themselves, 
who hailed * El Alba* with the greatest satisfaction. 

'^ ]Nfumeroiis letters now came to the editors from several 
parts of Spain, expressive of gratitude for so acceptable a 
boon, and urging the proprietors to further steps in the same 
direction, with a view of introducing scriptural light among 
the people. Instead of printing ^M AJha* by hundreds, 
it became necessary to have its pages stereotyped and printed 
by thousands, for which was found a ready circulation through 
a variety of channels. 

'^One of the greatest supports *El Alba' derived at its 
commencement, was from the Spanish Evangelization Society, 
then forming in Edinburgh. The editors were especially 
cheered on and encouraged by parties connected with that 
institution, who, in a variety of ways, inspired them with 
bopes of success ; and to their instrumentality, especially as 
shown in their prompt, kind, and encouraging counsel, are 
in a great degree to be attributed ^ El Albans* extensive 
circulation and unexpected success." . . . 

This journal ' El Alba/ proved of inestimable value to the 
Spanish Evangelization Society. During one year, viz., 1855, 
and up to the issue of the Alba Heporty^e committee circulated 
twenty-eight thousand of the first three iiumbers ; and during 
subsequent years, many more thousands of these and follow- 
ing numbers were poured by the committee into Spain. The 
^Alba,* in fact, became a most successful pioneer to the Bible, 
and was in great measure the means of creating £Eur and wide 
throughout Spam, the craving desire for the possession of 
the Word of God, which has ever since been so generally 
manifested among Spaniards. 




BBFOBMATION IN SPAIN. 25 





CHAPTER VI. 

A SPANISH BEEOBMBB. 
186 5. 

BOM the Committee of tbe Spanish Evangelization So- 
ciety having confined their circulation of the Scriptures 
exclusively to the protestant version by the Spanish 
Reformer, Cipriano de Yalera, a brief sketch of that 
eminent and holy man may be deemed not uninteresting. 
We are indebted to a lady in England* for the following 
particulars : — 

Cipriano de Valera was bom in Seville, probably in the 
year 1532. He studied divinity in the university of that 
city. Here, Valera frequently heard the preaching of Juan 
Gil, and of Constantino Ponce de la Fuente. These two 
eminent men were alike in talent, learning, and doctrine ; 
and in death they were not divided. The bodies of both were 
exhumed, and publicly committed to the flames by order 
of the Holy Office. 

At the time that the E>eformer Egidius was thrown into 
prison, Valera became alarmed for his safety and fled from 
Spain. He resided for some time in London as a protestant 
clergyman, and industriously employed himself in providing 
the means of religious instruction for his countrymen. 
While in London, Valera married an English lady. He 
afterwards went, it is said, to Geneva, where he lived many 
years, and published several of his works. Amongst these 
was one, entitled, " Dos tratados ; El primero es del Papa y 
de su autoridad; El segundo es de la Misa. Ano de 1588." 

* Sin TregeUes, of Plymoath. 
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Neither tlie name of the author nor the place of publication was 
given in this edition ; but the work was afterwards corrected 
by him, with many important additions, and republished 
with his name in 1599. In the treatise on the Pope, he 
gives a circumstantial account of many of the Spanish Pro- 
testants who flourished in the sixteenth century, especially 
those of Seville. 

In 1594, he published " A Treatise to confirm the Captives 
of Barbary in the Catholic and Ancient Faiijh of the 
Christian Religion, and to console them with the Word of 
God in the afflictions which they were then suffering for the 
Grospel of Jesus Christ." Of this work there is a copy in the 
library of the British Museum. 

Valera published anonymously, " The New Testament of 
our Lord Jesus Christ," printed in London 1596. This 
version is copied from " Cassiodoro de Reyna," with some 
slight but happy corrections. He also translated and pub- 
lished at Geneva,, in 1597, " The Institutes of the Christian 
Religion," by John Calvin. Jointly with the German 
Protestant, William Massan, he published " The Catholic 
Reformed," &c., composed by William Perquino, licentiate 
in sacred divinity, and translated into Castilian verse by 
William Massan, gentleman, and printed at his cost in 1599. 
At the beginning is an epistle to the Christian reader, signed 
thus : " Your most affectionate brother in Christ, C. D. Y." 
In this manner, Yalera constantly employed himself in 
preparing and publishing works in Castiliau, for the purpose 
of spreading his religious opinions throughout Spain. 

From Geneva, Yalera went to Amsterdam, and there he 
published the whole Bible in 1602, with this text for its 
motto, " The Word of God endureth for ever.** It is 
prefaced by an interesting and instructive exhortation to 
the Christian reader, on the perusal of the Sacred Scriptures. 
At this period, Valei* was seventy years of age. His works 
were the surprise and annoyance of the Inq^uisitors, who, in 
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reference to his constancy and perseverance, called hm « The 
Spanish heretic." 

The long life of Valera, devoted entirely to the reading 
and teaching of divine truth, and preparing works for the 
instruction of Spaniards in the reformed opinions, especially 
those of Calvin, is a striking instance of the constancy and 
indefatigable zeal of a Spaniard, endeavouring to lay the 
foundation of the Beformation in Ms native country. It is 
believed that the greater part of his works were not known 
to be his, during his lifetime. Long have his ashes slept 
unheeded in the land of his exile ; but, after two centuries and 
a half, his translation of the Bible has arisen to be a mighty 
agent in a Reformation of his native land, a Eeformation long 
delayed, but, it is hoped, far more extensive and blissful than 
that land ever experienced. 

From Amsterdam, Valera wrote concerning the Spanish 
Protestants as follows : — " In our Spaiu, many very learned^ 
many noble, and many of the most distinguished of the gentry 
have, for this cause, been led forth to the scaffold. There is 
not a city, and, if one may so speak, there is not a village, 
nor a hamlet, nor a noble house in Spain, that has not had, 
and stm has, one or more that God of his infinite mercy has 
enlightened with the light of his gospeL It is a common 
proverb in Spain in the present day, when speaking of a 
learned man, to say. He is so lea/med that he is in danger of 
being a Luthercm, Our adversaries have done what they 
could to put out this light of the gospel, and thus they have 
visited with loss of property, of life, and of honour, very 
many in Spain ; and it is worthy of note, the more they 
threaten, scourge, en8afnl>enitcm,* consign to the galleys or 
perpetual imprisonment, or commit to the flames, the more 
they multiply." 

The preceding facts have been principally drawn from the 

* "Ensambenitaa" refers to a badge of ignominy onOiose condemned by the 
Inquisition. 
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English translation of Sefior Castro's work on <^ Spanish 
Protestants." The more we become acquainted with the 
writings and character of the Spanish Reformers of the 
sixteenth centiuy, the more we shall discover how richly the 
word of God dwelt in them, and how assiduously and per- 
severingly they laboured to make it known to those of their 
countrymen, who had fled for refiige to other lands, and to 
those who remained behind in suffering and trial through 
manifold persecutions. To all, they sought, in earnest 
solicitude and unwearied labour, to present the promises of 
God, to comfort them with the consolation whereby they were 
themselves comforted and sustained. 

In addition to the preceding particulars of the life of 
Cipriano de Yalera, we extract the following from the 
"Hiistory of the Beformation in Spain," by the late Dr 
M'Crie. "The version of the New Testament by Juan 
Perez came from the press in 1556; his version of the 
book of Psalms followed in the course of the subsequent 
year. .... Being called from Geneva, and having offi- 
ciated as a preacher at Blois, and as chaplain to Ben6e, 
duchess of Perrara, in the castle of Montargis, he died at 
Paris, after he had bequeathed all his fortune to the printing 
of the Bible in his native tongue. The task which he left 
unfinished was continued by Cassiodoro de Beyna, who after 
ton years' labour, produced a translation of the whole Bible, 
which was printed in 1569 at Basle. It was revised and 
corrected by Cipriano de Valera, who published the New 
Testament in 1596 at London, and both Testaments in 1602 
at Amsterdam. It is no slight proof of the zeal with which 
the Spanish Protestants sought to disseminate the Scriptures 
among their countrymen, that Juan Lizzarago published in 
1571 a translation of the New Testament into Basque, or 
the language of Biscay, which differs widely from other 
dialects spoken in the Peninsula. The versions of the three 
writers last mentioned did not appear until the Beformatioii 
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was suppressed in Spain, but they were of great utility to 
many indiyiduals ; and the reprinting of De Valera's 
translation at a recent period was the means of provoking 
the Spanish clergy to make the dangerous experiment of 
translating the Scriptures into their native tongue."* 

"Though there is no evidence," Dr M'Crie adds subse- 
quently, " that Oipriano de Valera ever acted as preacher 
in England, yet he took an active part in the affairs of the 
foreign churches. But his labours were chiefly by means 
of the press, in which respect he wa^ more extensively 
beneficial to his countrymen than any of the exiles. He 
arrived in England soon after the accession of Elizabeth, and 
appears to have spent the remainder of his life chiefly in this 
country. After studying for some time at both universities, 
he devoted himself to the writing of original works in 
Spanish, and the translating of others into that language. 
The most of these were published in England, where also his 
translation of the Bible, though printed abroad, was pre- 
pared for the pres& It would seem that the circulation of 
the lastmentioned work in Spain, waa much more extensive 
than we could have expected. 

" The influx of Spanish reftigees into England ceased with 
the sixteenth century, though a solitary individual, who had 
found the means of illumination in his native country, flying 
from the awakened suspicions of the Inquisitors, occasionally 
reached its hospitable shore after that period." 

In another note, Dr M'Crie adds : " The celebrated 
Diodati, in a letter to the Synod of Alengon, daDed May 1, 
1637, says : ^ The new Spanish translation of Oipriano de 
Yaleiu hath produced incredible effects in Spain; no less 
than three thousand copies having penetrated, by secret ways 

* " Oipriano de Valera," aays Dr Tbomson, " expended twenty years of his life in re- 
vising and improving this version, as he tells us, from his fiftieth to his seventieth 
year.** .... «Both Beyna and Valera translated from the originals in Hebrew 
and Greek.'* 
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and conveyances, into the very bowels of that kingdom. Let 
others publish the fruit of my Italian veraion, both in Italy 
and elsewhere.' " 

From the preceding particulars of the life and labours of 
Cipriano de Valera, the fact of the Spanish Evangelization 
Society circulating so many copies of his version of the Scrip- 
tures, must be peculiarly interesting. 

In the Trinitarian Bible Society's Report for 1855, there 
occurs the following passage : — 

" A. Society has been established in Edinburgh, under 
the name of the Spanish Evangelization Society, which 
carries .on its labours in the various departments of mission- 
ary work. A periodical publication, named \JSl Alba * (the 
Dawn) containing articles illustrative of Scriptural truth, 
published in this country, has been extensively circulated 
in Spain, and has been enthusiastically welcomed. The 
committee have endeavoured, so far as possible, to co- 
operate with all these effoilB. With the Spanish Evangeliza- 
tion Society, in particular, it is on the most friendly terms, 
and that Society has become a large purchaser of both the 
Spanish and Portuguese Scriptures." 

In addition to large purchases of Scriptures by the Edin- 
burgh Society for Spain, it has been largely indebted 
to the Trinitarian Bible Society, the British and Foreign 
Bible Society, and friends connected with the Christian 
Knowledge Society, for continuous grants of Scriptures 
(Yalera's version). It has also received a more limited 
supply in' the same way from the Edinburgh, now the 
National Bible Society of Scotland. These Scriptures 
have been continuously introduced into Spain, through 
means of the Society's agencies, as detailed in a previous 
chapter. 
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SPANISH FUBLIO ATI0N8. 

In addition to the circulation of the tract *^ Extmcta from 
the Holy Scriptures,^^ the periodical **JElAlba,*^ and the Scrip- 
tures in whole or in portions, the Committee now entered 
upon the work of printing in Spanish a series of tracts, 
and of larger works* Some of the former were " Andrew 
Burm,'' ''The Yawng Cottager,** "What is the Gospel f' 
" Hope," " Scnptv/re Catechism;' " The Better Way," " The 
Love of God," " The Lamih of God," " The Sinner in Search 
of the Saviowr," and many others similar. The larger 
works were of an important character, and embraced the 
following : — " Tradition," by De Sanctis ; " Confession,^ 
Whately's " Evidences of Christiamity ; " " Freservative 
agai/nst Borne," by Blanco White ; " Friendly Discussums 
toith my Priest," by Juan Calderon, <fec* These latter 
works were peculiarly fitted to meet the higher order 
of inquiring Spanish minds, and to stay the progress of 
infidel opinions, which in Koman Catholic countries is the 
natural result, when confidence is lost in the national religion, 
and the truth is not presented in its stead. 

All these works, and others, were subsequently stereotyped, 
and editions thrown off as required in the rapidly extending 
work of the Society. 

A SPANISH HTMNAL. 

About this time, the editors of " El Alba," as stated in their 
report, were earnestly requested by many Spaniards to get 
composed and printed for them, in the Spanish language, a 
selection of Hymns and Psalms to be sung in their social wor- 
ship. Several of these had already been composed by a cele- 
brated Spanish Foet.t Great care had been taken that each of 

* We give the titles in Engligh for the better understanding of our readers. 
Don Joe6 de Mora, one of the editors of the ''Alba.** 
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them should contain the gospel message. In these oomposi- 
tionSy the author had before him the models of Cowper, 
Watts, Newton, Addison, Montgomery, and others. As to 
the poetry, it might with truth be suffirmed that it was in- 
ferior to none in the Castilian language. 

This request was warmly responded to, on the part of the 
gentlemen who conducted the AJha; and not long afterwards 
a small volume of fifty hymns, such as described above, was 
brought by them through the press. The Edinburgh Com- 
mittee gladly co-operated in this important undertaking, and 
large editions of this little work were successively printed off 
from stereotype plates for the Society's openings. A few 
years afterwards, other fifty hymns were translated, and 
issued by the editors o£ " El Alba" as & second small volume. 
This also was adopted by the Committee, and numerous 
editions were printed. Both parts were afterwards joined 
in one, forming a volume of one hundi-ed hymns, and it is inte- 
resting to know that that little work forms, at this day, either 
in whole, or in selected portions, the sacred hymnology of 
the Spanish Protestant churches.* The importance of this 
service of praise may be estimated, when it is considered that 
hitherto this class of sacred poesy has had scarcely an exist- 
ence in Spain. 

In concluding this brief notice of this invaluable hymnal, 
we have the melancholy task to tell, that, while in the midst 
of his arduous labours of love for Spain, Don Jos6 de Mora 
died suddenly in the month of October 1,862. He was 
deeply lamented as a Spanish patriot, a Christian labourer, 
and a beloved and honoured friend. 

* Thia little hymn book contains well-known evangelical hymnsy anch aa " Bock 
of Agesy*' *' There la a Fountain," « Just aa I am,** "I lay my aina on Jeana,'* &c 
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CHAPTER VIL 

DON LUIS USOZ. 
186 5. 

^EFORE proceeding further in narrating the work of the 
Edinburgh Society, we deem it of great consequence 
to give some specific particulars respecting a Spanish 
gentleman of Madrid, who was engaged in important work 
in the evangelistic interests of Spain, not only in 1855, but 
also in previous and subsequent years. The name of Senor 
Usoz has long been familiar to many Christian persons in 
this country, who have indeed heard of him as a godly pro- 
testant Spaniard ; but of the character, extent, and value of 
his work, in the furtherance of the gospel cause in Spain, 
very few have any adequate idea. The connection, also, of 
TJsoz*s work with that of the Edinburgh Society, from 
almost its very formation, up to the time of his sudden, un- 
expected, and most lamented death in 1865, demands that 
such a notice should be given. But a stronger reason than 
this exists for so doing, in the fact that the peculiar and 
unique work of this noble Christian Spaniard, eflfected under 
the most perilous and unpropitious circumstances, is so closely 
bound up with the religious element in Spain, that no narra- 
tive purporting to be that of the dawn of the second Reforma- 
tion could be complete, without a somewhat full and compre- 
hensive sketch of Don Luis Usoz, and his imperishable work 
for the spiritual well-being of his country. Previous, how- 
ever, to our special notice of that work, we deem it of 
interest to present the following reminiscences of Usoz, by 
the late Benjamin Wiffen, of the Society of Friends, which 
originally appeared in a small serial issued by that body, 
entitled The Annual Monitor. 
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Mr "Wiffen writes : — " The interest which I have taken in the 
writings of the Spanish religious reformers, had its rise from a 
casual acquaintance, which ripened into a tender and enduring 
friendship, with an enlightened Spaniard, Luis de Usoz y Rio. 
It began in the spring of 1839. He was a gentleman of 
family^ of high education, and strong literary tastes, especially 
in everything that illustrated the knowledge of the Scriptures, 
and the ancient writers of his country. He had passed five 
or six years in Italy, studying law in the Spanish college at 
Bologna; and passed through his academical courses in 
several of the universities of Spain, and in that of Bologna, 
with honours. In 1835 he returned to Madrid, and married 
a lady of good family and ample fortune. Wishing to avail 
themselves of this juncture to travel abroad, they visited 
Italy and its principal cities, then Paiis, and came to London 
^rly in the year 1839. ^ 

" Whilst living at Madrid, Luis was one day called upon 
by a peasant, who offered him a volume for sale. He read 
the title, — Apologia de la Verdadera Theologia Christiana, 
— being our Robert Barclay's Apology, translated into 
Spanish, by Felix Antonio de Alvarado. He did not know 
the book, bought it, and read it with curiosity. Finding it 
expounded the doctrines of the Society of Friends, caUed 
Quakers, and having seen an English translation of his 
choicest poet, Garcilasso de la Vega, by Jeremiah H. Wiffen, 
one of them, he resolved (should he go to London) to find 
him out, and leam more respecting the Society of which he 
had read in the Apologia. Soon after his arrival in London, 
he wfiis taken by George Borrow, author of * The Bible in 
Spain,* to witness the proceedings of the Committee of the 
Bible Society, and was introduced by him to Josiah Forster, 
one of the Committee, and a prominent member of the 
Society of Friends. Luis at once enquired after Jeremiah 
H. Wiffen, and learnt that he had died in 1836, but that his 
widow and his brother were living. 
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" Just at this time, I went from my home at Wobum to 
London, in order to attend the annual meeting of the Society 
of Frienda As soon as Josiah Forster saw me there, he told 
me that a Spanish gentleman had inquired for my deceased 
brother. He put the card of his address into my hand, and 
requested me to call and see him. 

**' At first I felt a repugnance, having so slight an introduc- 
tion, and no motive of my own ; yet, reflecting that the 
gentleman had inquired for my brother, to whom I was much 
attached, I resolved to call upon him at once. I found him 
residing with his wife at 15 Jermyn Street. He was erec^i, 
and rather tall in person, with thick black hair, close cropped, 
according to the Spanish mode. His countenance was grave 
and dark complexioned, yet mild in expression, and his eyes 
were dark and animated. In figure and in features he was 
spare ; his manner was modest, and had an air of polite re- 
serve. After a short time passed in general conversation, as 
I had to proceed further, he put on his hat and accompanied 
me. While we walked along the streets, our conversation 
continued ; and in order to correct what I thought was an 
erroneous view, entertained by people who travel in foreign 
countries to view the productions of the fine arts, I made 
the remark, that I did not think it was by pictures, statues, 
and vases that the civilization of nations was advanced ; but 
that religious liberty, the real freedom of moral and religious 
thought and action, was the only basis of true civilization. 
The heartiness with which he expressed his concurrence with 
this sentiment, showed me that it was no new thought, but one 
familiar to his mind. I believe that our friendship, which 
lasted for the remainder of life, was then begun while walk- 
ing the streets of London " 

In the summer of 1841, this Spaniard and his wife visited 
Benjamin B. Wifien at Mount Pleasant, and their visit is 
thus recorded by him : — " My aged mother was then slightly 
un welly but would not have the visit *put off on that account. 
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Tbey came and passed a few days ; and my aged parent, 
getting worse, expired on the Sabbatib night, while they were 
yet in the house. They would be naturally a^Tected by such 
an event, but they were more touched by the manner with 
which it was received by the family. At the usual scripture 
reading before breakfast, on the morning after her decease, 
my eldest sister selected the 14th chapter of St John, com- 
mencing, * Let not your heart be troubled.' The undisturbed 
oi*der and quietness observed in the family (so different to 
what occurs on such occasions in their own country), deeply 
affected them. *I believe,* said Luis afterwards, *that I 
was brought thei'e by Providence at that time to witness the 
death of a true Christian.* How much this scene impressed 
them, is shown by the circumstance that my fnend*s widow 
remembered it, and read the same chapter upon the occasion 
of the death of her husband in 1865.** 

From a lady in London, whose late husband was united 
with Usoz during many years in the most confidential bonds 
of Christian friendship, we have received the further few 
particulars regarding the latter. 

This lady writes : — " The blessed work of Don Luis de 
Usoz, in reprinting copies of those writings, which he was 
permitted to be the instrument of God in restoring to his 
country, and to the people of Grod, was a hidden owe, in which 
he was given grace to seek only the glory of God. He was 
in mercy preserved from the praise of men, and the rich 
fruit of his " life-work ** will be manifest in that day when 
every maji*s work shall be tried. Copies of each of the writ- 
ings of the Spanish Reformers, reprinted by Senor Usoz, were 
presented by him to most of the principal libraries of Europe, 
and also given to some few intimate friends, with the especial 
object of securing them against being again hidden. He 
also prepared them in faith and prayer, for a day when it 
might please God to open the hearts of Spaniards to receive 
the truth of God according to His Word.*' 
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•* Don Lnis XJsoz," writes aniotfaer correspondent, " studied 
at Alcala, in Spain, and at Bologna, in Italy ; at the latter 
university he took his degree of doctor of canon law, of 
which he previously became licentiate at Alcala. The thesis 
that he maintained for his degree at Bologna was, that * A 
general council has more authority than a pope has.' The 
cardinal who presided, on granting the degree, remarked, 
* Thou hast very well sustained a very bad thesis.' 

^' As to Senor Usoz's search after the writings of the early 
Spanish Reformers, I cannot tell you more than that he 
made it in diffei^nt libraries in Spain and elsewhere, and 
doubtless, used such ways and means as a literary man would 
use in any country amongst booksellers, and those who were 
likely to have ancient works in their possession. As to the 
reprinting of these books, it took place not far firom Senor 
XJsoz's habitation in Madrid ; and, for the sake of safety, his 
friend and coadjutor, R B. Wiffen, took charge at Woburn of 
a good proportion of them. The illness which resulted in Senor 
Usoz's death was pulmonary hemorrhage. He expired in 
great peace and tranquillity in the presence of his wife, whose 
affectionate sympathy he had personally and religiously. 
His death occurred on the 17th of August 1865, having 
nearly attained his sixtieth year. 

<< Mr Wiffen felt the loss of his friend very keenly, and 
only survived him rather more than a year. A few weeks 
after his death, Mr W. wrote thus, — * We were bound by 
the ties of a tender and generous friendship, which we did 
not twine designedly ourselves, and my greatest care was to 
consult his safety, not without cause, and to promote his 
great and generous undertaking for his country.' 

'^ Perhaps you are aware that these reprints are now for sale 
at Triibner^s shop. Paternoster Row, London." 

The works of the Spanish Reformers of the sixteenth 
century, described by Dr M*Crie in his history of the Refor- 
mation in Spain, were those which were so arduously and 
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continuously searched out by Senor TJsoz, The difBculty of 
obtaining a single copy of each was extremely great, and the 
search was attended with much personal risk. His great 
object was however attained; and original copies of the 
whole, or nearly the whole, of these invaluable writings were 
ultimately obtained by him. He also reprinted Calvin's 
" Institutes of the Christian BeUgioTiy" which had been pre- 
viously translated into Spanish by Valera. 

In 1855, the year heading this chapter, Senor Usoz, with 
several other Spaniards of protestant principles, formed a sort 
of informal committee, or Jdnta, in Madrid, for the purpose 
of advancing the interests of the gospel in Spain. During 
the same year, Don Angel de .Mora, one of these Spaniards, 
accompanied by Mr William Green, visited this country, 
with a view of awakening and engaging the interests of British 
Christians in the proposed movement. On their arrival in 
England, these gentlemen at once proceeded to Edinbui^h, 
with the design of obtaining a meeting with the Committee 
of the Spanish Evangelization Society. They had much in- 
tercourse with the members severally ; and, on the 20th of 
April, a meeting of Committee was held, at which the follow- 
ing deliverance was minuted : — 

" Mr Green and Mr Mora gave interesting and important 
information, relative to the movement on behalf of the 
gospel in Madrid and other cities in Spain, and the steps 
which might be taken by the Society to promote the cause." 

On the 10th of May following, another meeting of Com- 
mittee was held, at which the following further deUv^rance 
was minuted : — 

" It was agreed that the objects contemplated by Mr 
Green and by other parties in conjunction with him at 
Madrid, were apparently of a very promising kind, with a 
view to the spread of the gospel in Spain. 

" The Committee accordingly authorize a payment of £50 
to be made to Mr Green out of the funds at their disposal, 
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which the Committee intrust to Mr Green and his friends, for 
the purpose of being applied to the propagation of divine 
truth in Spain, by means of the circulation \)f protestant 
Bibles and tracts, and other similar evangelical agencies." 

On the return of Mr Green and Don Angel deTMora to Mad- 
rid, they, conjointly with the other members of their Junta, 
brought through the press various works in Spanish, and 
which were successfully circulated in Madrid and elsewhere. 

Thus was the Society in Edinburgh connected in the way 
of co-operation with Senor TJsoz in one branch of his good 
work for Spain. 

In the year 1864, XJsoz applied to the Society through Mr 
Olough, who was then in Madrid, for fifty to one hundred 
Bibles^ Valera's version,* to be sent to him to Madiid. He 
desired to have them bound in morocco, as they were designed 
for private presentation to his friends. In the communi- 
cation from Mr Clough intimating Usoz*s desire, after 
requesting that he might be communicated with direct, he 
adds, — " He (Usoz) is a truly spiritual man, and engaged in a 
great and useful work, and willing to afford information as 
to what is the best way of furthering the gospel in Spain." 

A year after this, TJsoz died suddenly in the midst of all 
his useful labours for Spain. 

In the year 1866, the Committee adopted as one of their 
series of publications, one of the small works of the Spanish 
reformer, Juan Perez, which among others had been reprinted 
by Usoz, and printed it as a tractate. 

In concluding this sketch of this noble Christian Spaniard, 
we beg to express the hope that it may not be considered 
uninteresting, from the fact, not only of his good work in the 
interests of the Gospel generally, but from his special and 
great work superadded upon the other, — viz., that of rescu- 
ing from oblivion, and reproducing the invaluable works of the 
Spanish Reformers of the sixteenth century, as an imperish- 
able bequest to his country, of priceless value. 

* As a pnrcluise. 



40- DAWN OF TSS 3BC0NO 



CHAPTER VIIL 

GLEANINGS. 
18 5 5. 

jN one province in Spain where the *' Alba** was pretty 
freely circulated, there was a stir among the people, and 
^ an inquiry into the nature of protestant doctrines. 

In Madrid, where the ^^ Alba** had been largely circu- 
lated, there followed an immediate demand for the Scriptures, 
at those places where copies of the Koman Catholic author- 
ised version, with notes, were sold. The heavy price of the 
six volumes constituting this version, precluded the purchase 
of very many copies. 

A gentleman from Edinburgh, having taken a few Bibles 
and tracts with him to Spain, stated, on his return, that he 
could have disposed of a ship-load of them, the people were 
so eager and anxious to receive them. 

In Madrid, a small number of Spaniards met every Sab- 
bath for the reading of the word of God and prayer. Several 
persons of distinction and some priests attended. A gentle- 
man travelling through Spain in May stated : — " I had an 
opportunity of meeting with one or two interested in the 
religious movement there going on, and even joined in family 
worship, where a Spanish priest gave a thoroughly evangelical 
prayer." 

Several Spanish seamen, on one occasion, while in Leith 
with their vessel, were supplied with copies of the Scriptures 
and with tracts. One of these applied for another copy of 
the Bible for his aged father, and another for his son. These 
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were given Mm, and likewise a considerable number of tracts 
for distribution among his friends. On being asked if be 
was not afraid to circulate them, he replied that he was not ; 
and that he would " scatter them wide, — scatter them wide." 
It was afterwards ascertained that a considerable change was 
apparent in the lives of some of these Spaniards. They 
would no longer admit the visits of the priest ; and spent 
their leisure time, especially the Sabbath, in quietness and 
decorum, and in reading their newly acquired treasure, the 
word of God. 

A lady in Plymouth wrote : — " A number of Brazilians 
and Portuguese have been asking for books and tracts. How 
wonderful that those who were wont to spurn and repel such 
boons are now craving to receive them ! This is the Lord's 
doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes ! It is a solemn call 
to spare no labour, and to lose no opportunities." 

The same lady, at another date, wrote as follows : — ^' I 
delayed writing until I could tell that I had commenced 
working a little in this interesting cause ; and I am veiy glad 
to say, that I have just had, what I trust may be an extremely 
good opportunity of forwarding some of the tracts into Spain, 
through a Spaniard who expresses much pleasure in tak- 
ing them. We hope his agents in Spain may be useful in 
distributing them. This Spaniard is a Komanist, but an 
inquiring one ; so also is his son." Some months afterwards, 
this lady again wrote : — " I am sure your Society will be 
greatly interested, in reading the enclosed letter from a 
Spanish gentleman, to whom the tracts were entrusted for 
circulation by the Spaniard who carried them out. They 
seem to have fallen into the hands of the right person, 
and it seems probable he may prove a useful man to your 
Society. The other letter, written by him in Spanish, ad- 
dressed to the editor of the ^ Alba/ I send to you to for- 
ward.'' In the letter referred to, this Spanish gentleman 
expressed himself interested in the cause of religious reform 
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and liberty of worship. He responded most gratefully to 
the boon he had received in the gift of the Spanish tracts. 
He likewise expressed himself anxious to promote the cause 
of truth by the circulation of tracts, or by any other way in 
his power. 

Again, at a later date, the same lady wrote : — " Several 
weeks ago I met with an interesting event. A party from 
the north of Spain, who had been shipwrecked in the Bay of 
Biscay, have just arrived at this place, their lives having been 
saved by a vessel passing the wreck. Two of these were 
Spaniards, and one a Portuguese, a young man about twenty 
years of age. All could read, and were delighted to possess 
some portion of the Bible for the first time in their lives. 
Our town missionary, who speaks a little Spanish, explained 
to them the gospel method of salvation. The poor fellows 
stood round about him like a class, and listened to him with 
the most riveted attention." 

On another occasion the lady wrote : — " I lately spent an 
hour with much satisfaction, reading with a young Spaniard, 
who had never befoi*e seen a Bible in his life. He came 
here from a Spanish settlement, and was about to return to 
his family and friends. I supplied him with a Testament, 
Scripture Extracts, Albas, and tracts. I likewise took the name 
and address of his family, and directed several parcels of books 
to them, beUeving that such an opportunity of sending to that 
part of the Spanish possessions might not speedily occur 
again. This young man was a most pleasing person, and was 
most grateful for the instruction given him both by myself 
and our town missionary. He listened to all with the utr 
most attention and interest." 

A Christian person had taken some Bibles to Spain, and 
disposed of them at the place of his destination. After a 
year's absence from Spain, he visited another town in a con- 
trary direction. On one occasion, while walking in the en- 
vironsi he saw a man intently reading a book. Drawing 



BBFORMATION IN SPAIN. 48 

near, he discovered it to be a Bible, and one of those he had 
disposed of on his former visit. In the same town, a Bible was 
left on a shop-counter for the use of the shopmen. On being 
asked if thej were not afraid of displeasing the priests by 
doing so, the shopkeeper replied, that priests themselves were 
in the habit of daily coming to read it. 

A missionary in London wrote : — " I have much pleasure 
in commuxdcating to you good news from a far country ; or, 
at least, of one who is a native of that long-benighted land — 
Spain. I pray that the first-fruits may be followed by an 
abundant harvest. Senpr S., who is an intelligent man, 
is, according to his own boldavowal,.a Catholic, but not a 
Boman Catholic. The confessional, and many other super- 
stitions and mummeries of Eome's sonl-enskving sys^, 
he either ridicules or despises. I have hitherto kept 
silence even from good, fearing that I might be too san- 
guine. I feel now, however, quite warranted in assert- 
ing that this Spaniard is no longer a Roman Catholic. He 
has been repeatedly invited to the chapel in the convent, but 
has steadily declined. He has been again and again 
pressed, by a very active ecclesiastic, to dine with him, but 
has steadily refused. This priest seems to have prac- 
tised all the arts and subterfuges of the old prophet 
(1 Kings xiii.) to turn him from the way, but in vain. He 
has retreated, foiled and discomfited. Senor S. reads the 
Scriptures daily, and seems to prize more and more the Word 
of God, searching for himself to see whether these things be 
80 or not. I trust he will be noble, in the sense in which 
the Bereans were said to be noble, an Hidalgo of the highest 
order ever known in Spain." 

A gentleman in England wrote : — " All the tracts, gospels, 
and ' AlhaSy haye been received, and read, and re-read, by 
the. Spaniards." 

Another wrote as follows : — " I have taken the first oppor- 
tunity of distributing copies of ' El Alba* They have been 
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most thankfully received. The Spaniards flocked round me, 
most anxious to receive the tracts I gave them, and were 
very solicitous to obtain the Scriptures. I had afterwards 
the pleasure of presenting about a dozen of them with a copy 
of the Holy Scriptures, and I can assure you they were most 
thankfully received. The change that has come over the 
Spanish mind is truly surprising. I have often before tried 
to distribute tracts among Spaniards, without success ; but 
when God opens the door, who can let or hinder % All glory 
be to his holy name ! ** 

A lady wrote as follows : — "A promising Portuguese, 
twenty-one years of age, left this for Gibraltar. Our town 
missionary gave him St Mark's Gospel, and various tracts in 
Spanish, which language he understood. We had nothing 
to offer him in Portuguese. He read well, and was much 
pleased to receive any portion of the Word of God. He said 
that about a year and a half ago, an American gave him a 
large New Testament, and that he took great delight in 
reading it. He possessed it, however, only three months, 
being obliged to leave it behind when he went on board a 
slave-ship, where he was not allowed to carry more than he 
could put into his pocket." 

A gentleman in England stated, that nearly all the portions 
of the Scriptures and tracts which he had received, were dis- 
posed of to a number of Portuguese and some Spaniards, 
who nearly all could read, and that all appeared greatly to 
value the gift of the Scriptures. 

The following extract from a printed report is deeply in- 
teresting: — "These men (Spaniards) crowded round me, 
being anxious to gain Testaments and tracta I had only 
two Spanish Testaments, but might have sold many, had my 
stock been larger. Their eagerness for the Word of God 
was almost. passionate. They would not let me leave till I 
had given a conditional promise to return." 

An agent employed by a private gentleman in England, 
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but who was supplied with the Edinburgh Society's Scrip- 
tures and tracts, wrote as follows : — " I am going to give yoa 
some new details concerning the excellent work which it 
has pleased the Lord to cause you to undertake. In spite of 
the different trials, which it has pleased God to make us 
suffer, he has nevertheless often rejoiced my heai-t, and has 
not allowed himself to be entirely without testimony. Like 
the patient husbandman, let us wait for the rains of the first 
and the latter season, and we shall see the fruits of the divine 
harvest sown by our hands. 

" Since I had the honour of sending you my last report, I 
have seldom left this station. It being now well known to 
some Spaniards of the district, they begin to find me here 
easily, and I am able to supply with sacred books the 
numerous persons who apply. I am of opinion, that, by the 
occupation of this fixed post, it is possible to distribute many 
books, and to do much good. It will, nevertheless, be a good 
thing at the proper season to make some excursions into the 
neighbouring villages ;• but, in the meantime, I intend to 
keep the place which I occupy, and which it will not be easy 
to recover when once lost. As regards the Spaniards of this 
place, there are some who, at first, were hostile, but who 
have now, as they say themselves, begun to open their eyes 
to the trutL It is not uncommon to hear them say, that 
the Bible is the only true book on ;«ligious subjects — that 
there is no holy person but God himself-^ — and that pur- 
gatory and the confessional are impostures. Almost all those 
who possess the Bible hold this language, a proof that they 
take the trouble to read it. The more advanced wish for 
controversial books. A young man, of fifteen or sixteen 
years of age, who has bought the different Spanish tracts 
which I possess, comes sometimes to ask me if I have any- 
thing new, adding * I only like to read what emanates from 
the Word of God.' Another, a day or two ago, asked for a 
Bible to send to a priest, who had strongly begged him not 
to forget his commission." 
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The following extract is from a letter of a Spaniard in 
Spain : — " There is a wide field open at present. The clergy 
have lost their influence over the people. Their conduct and 
example have caused them to be detested by the community 
at large. The signs are very clear that the time is nigh at 
hand when liberty and light will spread all over Spain. 
There is a general inquiry after the truth of religion, and an 
anxious desire for religious liberty." 

' A lady wrote as follows : — " A party of six Spaniards are 
here at present. Two of them are persons of some educa- 
tion and intelligence. We have given them some of the 
Gospels^ a Testament, * Albas,* and tracts. These have been 
gratefully received. Some of us visited them ; and to the 
only one to whom we had access at the time, we read a por- 
tion of the Scriptures. This afforded an opportunity of 
having some conversation with him. Another Spaniard 
with whom I am well acquainted, and who is much inte- 
rested in his country's spiritual welfare, has just called upon 
me. I am so thankful that he did so, for as soon as he heard 
of the Spaniards above referred to, he went off to them, and 
spent an hour with thenL They expressed themselves most 
grateful for the books they had received." This lady further 
referred to another Christian Spaniard, who was most active 
in promoting the circulation of the Scriptures in Spaiu, and 
who had many opportunities of doing so. 

Senor Vasquez wrote : — " I am glad to learn that means 
are found of sending some books to Cadiz, Seville, and Gil)- 
raltar. I assure you they are much wanted. We have not 
a single Testament to dispose of, while the demand from all 
quarters is great." 

The briefly narrated incidents contained in this chapter, as 
occurring during the first year of the Society's existence, are 
mere specimens of the character of the work ovei*taken by 
the Committea 
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In the month of Jtinuaiy, the provisioiial Oommittee 
engaged a Spaniard to labour &a colporteur among Spanish 
vesaela and boarding houses in London. 

The Eev. Peter Hope, of Wamphray, who had just returned 
feim Spain, attended a meeting of Committee, held ou 17th 
Feb., and stated that the E«y. William Alton, Wesleyan 
minister at Gibraltar, had been engaged by the British and 
Foreign Bible Society, for the purpose of promoting the cir- 
culation of the Bible in Spain ; that there was now liberty to 
print the Bible in Spain, without note or comment, and with- 
out licence of the Ordinary. 

The British and Foreign Bible Society soon ventured upon 
openly printing an edition of five thousand copies ot Scio's 
authorised version of the Scriptures. When printed and 
i-eady for circulation, the Vicar-Apostojic applied to the 
government to prevent the circulation of these copies of the 
Bible. Through fear, and the pressure of the hierarchy, the 
minist^i'S yielded to the demand, and forbade the circulation. 
Immediately thereafter, the noble-minded Battles, deputy for 
Valencia, boldly arraigned in the Cortes this arbitrary act of 
the government in the suppression of the Word of God. 
His fearless and uncompromising denunciation of the flagi - 
tiouB character of the court of Home, and of the priesthood in 
Spain, was startling and commanding. Others maintained 
the same high position, and avowed their sentiments in favour 
of the free and unfettered circulation of the Word of God. 
The minister replied by a toiTest of indignation against the 
traducersof the Holy Father at Bome. It may well be doubted 
whether the minister had more veneration for his Holiness 
than had Senor Battles himself ; and whether this outburst 
of his indignant eloquence arose not purely from the still 
t«rrible pressure of a commanding hierarchy. It is interest- 
ing to know that Senor Battles, who was a physician, was 
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educated in Edinburgh, where he knew some individuals who 
were deeply interested in him, and who prayed much for him. 
In contending so nobly for the cause of the Bible in Spain, 
who cannot perceive the value of such prayers, though, in all 
probability, but for his prominence in this affair, this circum- 
stance had never been made known ? The Bibles referred to 
were not restored to the Bible Society until after the late 
revolution in 1868. 

In the correspondence which ensued with Senor Vasquez, 
after his discovery by Mrs Hargreaves, he intimated to the 
Committee his readiness to undertake another toUr in the in- 
terests of the gospel. This proposal was accepted ; and, at a 
meeting held on the 27th June, the treasurer was instructed 
to remit Senor Vasquez the sum of thirty pounds for another 
evangelizing tour in Spain. This amount was merely for 
travelling expenses, Vasquez, at this period, giving his time 
and labour gratuitously. 

Two English gentlemen, residents in Alicante, did much 
service to the cause in the opening years of the Society's ope- 
rations, by their own personal work, and also by permitting 
evangelical publications to be transmitted to Spain by their 
fruit vessels returning from London to Alicante. 

Another English gentleman, who had a private yacht of 
his own, cruised about the coasts of Spain for the purpose of 
circulating tracts and copies of the Scriptures on shore. 

In a volume, entitled Ths Spanish Fenmsula, published by 
the London Tract Society, there occurs at the close the fol- 
lowing passage in reference to the work of the Spanish Evan- 
gelization Society : — " The year 1855 was an important one 
for the cause of truth in Spain. A new journal, £1 Alha, 
was commenbed, and was largely circulated in the peninsula. 
Bibles, also, and religious tracts were introduced in consider- 
able numbers, and the field appeared ripe for the harvest, 
when a new blight quickly passed over it."* 

* This refers to the fall of Espartero's Government in 1858. The Society's work, 
however, continued to be successfully prosecuted, though with much danger to 
those engaged in it in Spain. 
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THE SPANISH OOVEBKMEKT. 

Espartero was Regent in 1840. The Regency ceased in 
1843, when the Queen was declared of age. In 1854, how- 
ever, a new revolution broke out at Madrid ; and, after a 
struggle, which was carried on from January to July, the 
Queen was obliged at last to throw heraelf into the hands of 
Espartero, and a progresista ministry was once more formed. 
Queen Christina left Spain, and lively hopes began to be 
entertained that a constitutional government would at last be 
permanently established. 

The discussion on religious liberty, as noted below, was 
in the spring of 1855 ; and, at that time, Espartero was Piime 
Minister. 

THE SPANISH C0BTE8. 

We are indebted to Thomas Parker, Esq., of London, for the 
following statement, from which it wiU appear how very 
nearly the boon of liberty of worship was conceded to Spain 
during the year 1855 : — 

"There were, in the Spanish Cortes at this time, men of truly 
enlightened principles and great moral courage, who again and 
again urged on the Senate the claims of religious liberty so 
strenuously, and by such powerful and lucid arguments, and 
with such an amount of success, that the question was con- 
sidered as all but conceded. Indeed, there seemed to be a 
tacit undei*standing that no person was to be molested, at 
least in Madrid, for anything he might say or do on the sub- 
ject of his religious opinions, so long as he did not puhlicly 

dogmatize contrary to the religion of the State 

The basis of the Constitution secures to every human being 
in Spain, liberty of conscience^ which, it was considered, 
would soon be succeeded by liberty of pttblic worship. Of 
this there appeared umnistakeable signs, on examining the 
votes of the deputies in the Cortes, in which one principal 
basis of the Constitution, — viz., that as to religious liberty — 

D 
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was rejected by only a majority of four, there being found 
99 members in favour of, and 103 against, the proposition for 
making the second basis of the Constitution as follows : — 

" * The nation binds itself to maintain and protect the wor- 
ship and the ministers of the Catholic religion, which 
Spaniards profess. But that it will tolerate and cause to be 
respected, the worship, which, in a decorous form, may be 
rendered by any other, so that nolxxfy shall be persecuted 
or molested on account of religion, provided that he respects 
that of others, and does not offend against the public morals.' 

" On this point, deputies of various shades of political 
opinions voted on the side of religious freedom." 

The new ministry lasted only about two years ; and, in 
1856, the church party once more regained the ascendancy, 
of which for a time they had been deprived. 



A OBT FftOM SEVILLS. 

Even so soon as the firttt yeai^s operations of the Edin- 
burgh Society, the alarm of the priesthood was plainly con- 
fessed in their periodical, La Gruzy which was published at 
Seville, and which thus spoke of the perils of the times : — 

" Awake, Spaniards I new and terrible dangers threaten 
the Catholicism of Spaniards. The Protestant propaganda, 
which lately inaugurated its first attempt on our unhappy 
country, and which has distributed, with impudence and 
impunity, Bibles, books of devotion, catechisms, and other 
works worthy of its corruption, considers that it is authorized 
to carry on its heretical mission ; . . . to turn us from 
loyal subjects into traitors ; from Christianity into heretics ; 
from sons of Grod into sons of the devil ; from catholics into 
infidels ; and firpm Spaniards into barbarians : such is the 
mission of the propaganda." 
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CHAPTER IX 

A .HXB8I0KABT T0T7B IK SPAIK 

;ENOIl YASQTJEZ, having completed an important 
missionary tour in Spain, previous to the dismissal of 
Espartero from the ministiyy we proceed to give the 
following brief abstract of it. 

He visited all the large cities, and some of the principal 
towns of. the province through which he passed. During 
his journey, he succeeded in drawing around him, at the 
doors of the different inns where he stopped to pass the 
night, a number of respectable persons and others, to hear 
his conversations on the pure faith of Christ, and the neces- 
sity of embracing it. 

On arriving in the various cities, he proceeded to call for 
his protestant friends, and for others whom he knew to 
be friendly to the cause of evangelism. By all, without a 
single exception, he was most cordially and warmly received, 
and his mission most thoroughly approved of, and appreciated. 
A number of those individuals were persons of high standing 
and influence^ and all seemed stirred up to promote, by 
every means in their power, the progress of gospel truth in 
Spain. They likewise conceived it to be their duty, to repre- 
sent formally to the government, the great necessity of grant- 
ing to Spain full tolerance in religious worship. 

The following circumstance is worthy of special notice : — 
During a stay of ten days in a provincial city, Yasquez was 
visited by a great many individuals, to hear from him 
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the tniths of the gospel. Some of these were of the most 
respectable and distinguished classes of the city, such as 
doctors, lawyers, ecclesiastics, officers of the line, of the 
garrison, of the national militia and civil guards, and 
persons employed in high public situations. In some of 
these reunions, especially at one of them, which a highly 
respectable English Christian gentleman attended, those 
present acknowledged that what they had heard was the 
pure faitli of Christ and his holy truths, free from all error. 
The preacher wept, and many wept along with him, while 
he pressed Christ upon them, and assured them there was 
no salvation or hope of eternal life, but in the faith of the 
gospel. 

This remarkable circumstance was not permitted to pass 
over unnoticed in the city where it happened. The enemies 
of the truth were excited to the greatest fury, and pressed 
the civil authorities to punish the proselytizing offender. 
The authorities, however, gave a deaf ear to their demands, 
and would not interfere. Immediately thereafter, Vasquea 
received anonymous letters through the post office, some of 
them threatening death, if he did not immediately leave the 
city, others threatening to accuse him of heresy to the curate 
of the parish where he was residing, and others threatening 
to accuse him to the cabildo (chapter) of the cathedral The 
canons assembled in the capitular rooms, to consider before 
which tribunal they would accuse him, and ask his expulsion 
from the province and from the kingdom. One portion of 
the canons proposed that a commission of them should be 
named, to ask the archbishop to excommunicate him publicly, 
and to banish him from the city. Another party opposed 
this as a most impolitic step, and one likely to produce an 
alarm among the people and the national militia. While 
these deliberations were going on, and plans were being 
formed for his actual assassination, Vasquez was urgently 
^treated by his friends to leave the place, which he 
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deemed it prudent to do. On stepping into the diligence 
which was to convey him from the city, he received a mes- 
sage &om the captain-general and the civil governor, that 
they would not consent to receive accusations against him ; 
and that they would punish all who should attempt to injure 
his person, with the utmost rigour of the law. He had scarcely 
time to reply whei;i the diligence drove off. On his way 
homewards, he prosecuted his work unmolested in the cities 
through which he passed, and, through the goodness of God, 
safely arrived at his home in Seville, immediately before 
the di^nissal of Espartero from the government. But the 
full amount of good that had been effected by that tour has 
not been told. The preceding brief extract only gives a very 
imperfect view of the agent's proceediogs. Enough, how- 
ever, has been said to show, that a seed was then sown which 
has since issued in a rich harvest in the different towns 
through which he then passed. 

NBWS 7B0M ANDALUSIA. 

Shortly after the dismissal of Espartero from power, and 
the accession of O'Donnell, Vas(juez wrote the following : — 

^ I have been in the expectation of future events. Now, 
I can candidly assure you that, for some time past, we have 
not enjoyed the peace and tranquillity we do now, together 
with the best police, and the best possible order in all the 
branches of public administration. The chastisement to the 
armed opponents of the new government was quick and 
severe; but, when the crisis was over, mercy was shown, 
and persecution ceased. The state of siege continuing, 
we are entirely ruled by the military, who, generally, are 
indifferent to religious matters, and little inclined to priest- 
craft. The military government that rules at present in 
Spain, is more favourable to religious tolerance than the 
former ones ; but it must bend to the old routine, and to the 
mistaken opinions and influence of intolerant statesmen, as 
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likewise to tlie machiaTelianism and influence of the court of 
Home with the Queen and the Spanish clergy. 

^^ In the great political change that has taken place, the 
clergy, urged on by the Pope, lost no time in demanding the 
suspension of the sale of their property. O'Donnell refused 
it ; and, shortly after, sent a circular letter to all the civil 
governors, recommending^ activiiy in the desamortizacion. 
In the city of Malaga, the clergy were preparing a thanks- 
giving and a great procession, but the military governor for- 
bade it. Now it is impossible to foretell, how far O^Donnetfs 
conciliatory policy may influence tolerance and the propaga- 
tion of the Word of €U>d in tiiis country. To this the people 
generally are not unfavourable, there being no fear of an 
opposition on their part, unless they were excited by the 
priests, as was the case at Barcelona last winter. In corrobo- 
ration of this fact, it will be sufficient to state that the 
circulation of books in and out of Seville was great, as you 
and Mr Peddie have learnt by my letters, and that the demand 
for Bibles and Testaments is still greater. Many have for- 
saken their errors, and have embraced, though in private, 
the true faith. Had the Progresistas continued in the 
government, the plan we had devised for the formation of 
various small private Protestant associations would have been 
carried into effect We do not know how far the new policy 
of O'Donnell will aflect our plans, nor whether the new 
constitution decreed by the Cortes will be sanctioned by 
the Queen. Every political change in Spain has, however, 
proved favourable to the advancement of liberal ideas and 
the cause of the gospel; and, whatever now may be the 
exertions of the government to check that progress, we shall 
not recede, 

'' The education of the present youth in the new schools, 
colleges, and universities, is very different from that received 
from the narrow-minded, unprincipled, and intolerant men, 
that ruled the country in the time of Christina ; and religious 
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saperstition does not by far ran so Msh. The priests have 
losV much of their immense wealth, a/also of t£ir prestige, 
and their influence over the consciences of the people. The 
Pope is regarded by the majority of Spaniards, as an instra* 
ment of support to the political views and pecuniary exac- 
tions of the Spanish government, which takes a share, with 
iiis HoHness, in the proceeds from the bTilas dispensas, and 
other scandalous impositions; and he is no longer con- 
sidered as the Father of the church, but by a few orthodox 
and aristocratic men, who And the Jesuitical influence of 
the Court of Kome necessary to check the progress of liberal 
ideas which threaten to level all classes. The government, 
composed of freethinkers, is well aware that we have in 
Spain a great number of dissidents, more inclined to Protec- 
tant principles than to the Koman, and who, if they were 
left at liberty, would soon establish associations to worship 
God according to their conscience. This would aflbrd the 
latter the means of giving a religious education to their 
children, of which they are now deprived. 

" The government had last year an excellent opportunity of 
establishing at once free toleration, even without breaking 
entirely with the court of Bome ; but the Moderado-Papist 
party, seeing the hesitation and weakness of the ministry, 
triumphed in the Cortes. The dispute with the court of 
ErOme is no longer a religious question, — ^it is rather an 
affidr of pounds and shillings. The Pope could not see 
witb^ indifference the sale of the immense property of the 
church, over which he had an indirect control, and in an 
emergency a direct one, besides the great influence derived 
by the church from the possession of such wealth. The 
ministers of Espartero, convinced of this truth, refused all 
the representations of the court of Rome, and carried into 
eflect the decrees of the Cortes, breaking at the same time 
their intercourse with the Pope. It is already rumoured 
that a new Spanish minister has been appointed to the court 
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of Rome, in order to conciliate matters with the crafty 
Italian. Probably they will make him a present from the 
proceeds of the sales of the church property,* and thus ap- 
pease his anger. 

" Never before were the exertions of those engaged in onr 
pious work more wanting than in the present circumstances, 
whilst the political parties are yet stunned with the last coup 
(Tetatf and trying to rally and resume their former political 
position. Let us continue combating errors and diffusing truth, 
though with every caution, hoping that the Lord, the only dis- 
penser of good and evil, wiU reward our efforts and persever- 
ance. I trust He will ultimately afford us the opportunity 
of circulating freely the doctrines of his beloved Son and our 
Saviour, for the good of so many people as are labouring 
under ignorance, indifference, and atheism, or are misled by 
the hypocrisy and en-ors of the Roman Church." 

The remaining part of this letter refers to the future 
movements of Yasquez in the furtherance of his evangelical 
work. 

Several other letters of later date were received from him, 
showing that the political horizon was becoming darker as to 
religious toleration, and the priesthood acquiring a greater 
power in dealing with the Protestant movement in Spain, 
while, at the same time, the demand for Ribles and books 
became indescribable, and as package after package arrived, 
the w'hole passing into immediate circulation. No supplies had 
hitherto satisfied the demands, and the most touching appeals 
for larger supplies were being constantly received in Edin- 
burgh, 

* Up to ^e 13th February 1856, the Spanish GoTemment sold 7700 national proper- 
ties, valued at 88,909,312 reals, in round fignres, nearly £933,548 sterling, and they 
produced by public auction no less than 171,575,981 reals, being nearly £1,801,648 
This in seven months ! These sales account for the large number of churches now 
(1870) the property of private individuals, who lease them for theatres, biUiard 
halls, carpenter's workshops, and all imaginable secular purposes. 
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OHAPTEB X 

OLBANINGa 
18 5 6. 

HE editor of the Alba wrote : — " The efforts made, and 
still making, by certain English Christians to propagate 
the gospel in Spain, are already beginning to be felt and 
actnow] edged. They have produced very cheering and 
satisfactory results. In Barcelona, Madrid, and other chief 
towns, there are now to be found many persons, including not 
a few of the clergy, who protest against the tyranny and 
superstitions of the Church of Rome. In Madrid alone, ac- 
cording to information on which reliance may be placed, there 
are nearly four thousand of the people who have abandoned 
papal worship, many of whom arduously read and sfcady the 
Scriptures as the sole rule and standard of their faith and 
conduct." 

A correspondent wrote as follows: — "A Spaniard had 
got a Spanish Testament in England a year ago. He took 
it home, read it for the first time with great interest, and 
lent it to members of his own family, and to about fifty 
firiends. One of these took it into a manufactory, and read 
it to about two hundred people. Some expressed their 
astonishment at the wonderful things the book contained, 
and their regret that they had never before known such 
truths. Previous to the Testament being read in the manu- 
factory, a priest had endeavoured to seize it, but the Spaniaid 
lent it to his sister for greater security at the time. He has 
since gladly received some of the Spanish Gospels and 
tracts. Some other Spaniards have likewise been well 
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supplied vriik Gospel% Albas, and tracts, and some with 
Testaments/' 

Most encouraging and interesting particulars were brought 
home hj an individual, who had returned from Spain. In 
an important town, he had abundant opportunities of distri- 
buting the Scriptures and tracts which he took with him ; 
and he was quite struck with the openings which he had 
for this work. 

" I travelled," says he, " with an individual who seemed 
well aware of tracts and Bibles having been distributed. 
The same person had seen a priest reading the Bible at the 
house of a shopkeeper, in an inner room, where he came to 
read it more secretly." 

An agent wrote : — " I likewise sent a similar parcel to my 
Mend, with the addition of six ITew Testaments. The pre- 
vious parcel I sent him was most joyfully received." 

A gentleman long resident in Spain wrote as follows : — '^ I 
learn from Spanish newspapers, that great numbers of protes- 
tant books are in circulation in different parts of Spain." 

A lady in Plymouth sent us' the following interesting 
information, respecting her sphere of labour among Span- 
iards : — " There have been abundant opportunities lately, of 
supplying Spaniards with the various pubHcations so kindly 
furnished us for that purpose* In many instances, they have 
been anxiously aud firatefuUy received. There is a party 
he«of twenty^ight Svidui, the greater part of JE 
are from a Spanish settlement. There is another party of 
ten, who have manifested a great desire for Testaments, 
I)ortions of Scripture, tracts, <fec. There is also a party of 
eight, who were wrecked in the Bay of Biscay, but provi- 
dentially saved by a schooner, on board of which they were 
received, and brought here a few days ago. The captain and 
a few of the sailors can read ; but they are very ignorant, — 
so much so, that the captain refused the "New Testament* 
believing it was written to teach some new religion, and said 
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that he had heard there were many things in it contrary to 
the Old Testament, which he had at home ; but, on inquiry, 
we found that his Old Testament was composed of a cate- 
chism and mass book. He said that he would be glad to 
receive any writings of the apostles ; so we gave him and his 
company some of the separate Gospels, and the Acts, tracts, 
and Albas. The whole Bible was shown to them, and some of 
the connections between the Old and New Testaments, andhow 
one part explainedanother. When the account of the birth 
of Christ was pointed out, they seemed to feel a greater con- 
fidence in the whole book. In this place there are two others 
from another part of Spain, with one of whom we have had 
intercourse on a former occasion, and he seemed very glad 
to receive the book of Acts, for the first time in a separate 
form. Another Spaniard had a Testament, which was given 
him two years ago by an English friend. Other two Span- 
iards informed me that they each had a Testament at home, 
which was given them four years ago ; but, it being a prohi- 
bited book, they had not brought it out with them." 

Vasquez wrote as follows fix)m Seville : — " Parcels of books 
reached me on the 24th and 26th of last month. All the 
works contained in these parcels were actively denounced by 
the agents of the civil and ecclesiastical authorities. I im. 
mediately, however, set my friends and colporteurs to work, 
and in forty-eight hours all of them were in circulation. 
This, together with the distribution of 300 Albas, received 
about the same time, so exasperated the priests, that they 
complained to the civil authorities, which got me into the 
following little trouble. • . • From the enclosed letter, 
you will see that one of my correspondents has likewise got 
into a serious trouble. The Yicar-General at Madrid has 
lately renewed his circular to all bishops, enjoining them to 
watch and denounce to the civil governors all the publica- 
ations of the Propaganda Ingleza. Finally, ecclesiastical re- 
action is everywhere felt, so that we are obliged to take the 
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greatest precautions. I beg to remind you of our great want 
of Bibles and Isew Testaments. 

A lady wrote : — " Pray accept my thanks for the books 
you have kindly forwarded to ma I have now very few 
remaining. They have been extremely. well received by the 
Spaniards. We have also given some to a few Spanish 
soldiers.'' 

A missionary in London wrote as follows : — " In the cases 
under my observation, the Scripture extracts and tracts were 
gladly received by the Spaniards, who seemed very thankful 
for them. One instance, in particidar, was very encouraging. 
One of them received an additional number, which he pro- 
mised, with a manner that would forbid doubting him, to 
distribute among his countrymen. In the case of some other 
Spaniards at another place, the distributor went to them 
when almost quite dark ; and, having given away some, he 
went forward, when quite a scene occurred. Young and old 
crowded round him, anxious to get their share. 

" The reception which the gospels, &c., meet with amongst 
the Portuguese is truly encouraging. In no one case has 
the distributor had to turn away, and numbers have been 
given to them.'* 

" Some time since," wrote another, " I was favoured by 
the Society for the Evangelization of Spain, with a parcel of 
tracts to be circulated among Spaniards. I beg to inform 
you that a large number of these have been distributed. 
They have been well received by all, except in two instances, 
when violence was offered to me. 

" Many have not only taken the books, but also expressed 
their gratitude for them. As the parcel is nearly exhausted, 
I will accept of another supply, with as much variety as pos- 
sible, as I shall have very shortly a large opportunity of 
• circulating them. I cannot omit mentioning for the encour- 
agement of your Society, the pleasing symptoms of good appsr 
rently being done through your own and similar institutions. 
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There are, to my knowledge, twenty Spaniards and Portu- 
guese availing themselves of the opportunity they have of 
obtaining religious instruction by means of the Word of Gk)d. 
Some of these have purchased from me nine copies of the 
Scriptures already, and have ordered several more. As far 
as I know, they have not been in the Roman Catholic 
church for some time. Many of them spend the Lord's day 
in reading their Testaments and tracts." 

Senor Yasquez wrote : — " As to our most pious, inde- 
fatigable, and much lamented friend, Dt Thomson, I confine 
myself to observe, that, under his guidance, and with his 
support, I succeeded in establishing a kind of evangelical 
Society, for spreading the seeds of a reform in the church. 
Unfortunately, his untimely death threw all my labours' to 
the ground. Last summer I tried to renew them, and, to a 
certain extent, my tour proved successful ; but, not being 
supplied with the books I had expected, and which constitute 
the cidef element of my mission, my labours were again in- 
terrupted. As to the demand for such books, and the means 
that I have at my disposal for their circulation, I refer you 
to my last letter to Mr Peddie. •Since then I have received 
a very gratifying letter from a friend, soliciting my co-opera- 
tion, for the circulation of the sacred books, and offering me 
a supply of Bibles, New Testaments, and tracts, which I 
have accepted. As soon as they reach me, as likewise those 
of which Mr Peddie has advised me, I shall begin my opera- 
tions. I need not repeat that we may dispose of any number 
which may be sent, we acting in this matter with that pru- 
dence which the state of things still requires." 

A lady wrote the following account of an interview with a 
Christian gentleman,' upon his return home after a shorfc visit 
to Spain : — 

" As a friend had been making a tour in Spain last autumn, 
I eagerly watched an opportunity of learning what his im- 
pression had been of the movement on the masses. He 
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described it as exactly similar to the incipient stage of the 
present reformation in Ireland, — fetters broken, all classes 
inquiring, and feeling that the Bomish system is bondage, 
but almost too timid to protest, or if they dare to do so, not 
knowing whither to turn ! He did not speak of this at all in 
public, but in the private circle, the information thus gleaned 
was of a deeply interesting nature, — ^the progress exceeding 
what I had previously imagined. He related conversations 
with individuals here and there, some of these ladies of high 
rank, who in heart were Protestants, though, alas, obliged in 
some measure outwardly to succumb to the strong combined 
arm of law and of the papacy, whilst they inwardly groaned 
for a better state of things, and endeavoured to worship God 
in secret according to their conscience, — some stray beams o^ 
light having illumined their midnight gloom." 

Yasquez wrote from Seville, — " G. brought two parcels of 
books, each containing five Bibles, twenty New Testaments, 
and a few tracts. The demand for books is so great that 
they were in immediate circulation. I must repeat what I 
have observed in my preceding letters, namely, that we are 
gradually gaining ground, and that, under a tolerant govern- 
ment, we should have a very numerous protestant congi*ega- 
tion. Kever was the Spanish nation better disposed to an 
emancipation from the court of Bome than at present. If 
the Spanish government would but allow * fair play' in the 
religious question, we should soon have a protestant temple 
in every large town." 

A friend in Dumbarton wrote : — " Met with some fine, 
intelligent looking Spaniards. Began the work of distribu- 
tion, which was greatly appreciated; delivered to each a 
portion of the Holy Scriptures and Spanish tracts. They 
were received, I may say, with downright enthusiasm. One 
of them, a fine-looking fellow, firmly grasping the Scriptures, 
exclaimed, * Priest no me like to read Testament, but me 
like to read Testament very welL' The latter part of the 
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sentence was repeated by the others, — * Me like to read 
Testament very welL' May the Lord grant it may be well 
with their reading it! After holding as much personal 
spiritual intercourse with each as their knowledge of English 
permitted, I left." 

" Last week," wrote another, " I had a long conversation 
with two Spaniards. The father of one of them died lately, 
and, for his fisimily's sake, the priest was called, though the 
father said he had confessed his sins to God, who alone could 
pardon. The son has the same feelings ; and though, for the 
£6imily's sake, he went to the priest to ask a mass to be said 
for his father's soul, it was so long after the death that the 
priest closely questioned him ; and, when he told his views, 
accused him of being a protestant. The son conveyed the 
family to the church door when the mass was said, but did 
not enter. After more than an hour's conversation with me 
on the authority of the Bible, and its being the only rule, he 
agreed to bring three or four others like-minded, to form a. 
Spanish Bible class. They are to meet with me on Thurs- 
day. Full as my hands are, I cotdd not but enter where a 
door had been opened : and I pray that wisdom may be ^ven 
me to make kno^ L a foSi^ tongue, the JeMle 
riches of Christ. This kind of work here is much needed. 
I pray it may be the beginning of a better day.** 

BPITOUE OF BVANGELISTIO WOEK. 

Up to the close of 1856, the Committee's circulation of 
evangelical publications, including Bibles, Testaments, and 
separate bound portions of the Scriptures, 'during the two 
years of its existence, had been above one hundred thousand. 
A few thousands of this number were still in stock, to meet 
the current demand of the Society's agents. What has been, 
through the blessing of God, the result to Spain, of so large 
an evangelical agency, as is comprehended in the circulation 
of these silent messengers of mercy, brought to the very 
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door, and put into the hands of inquiring Spaniards, it is im- 
possible to compute. 

Many of these have been bread cast upon the waters, found 
only after many days ; but the then present actual effect of 
such a circulation was the visible and unmistakeable en- 
lightenment of the Spanish mind, leading the people to 
desire, with intense longing, to see more of the Scriptures 
and evangelical publications, and to enjoy the blessing of 
liberty of public worship. Apparent instances of the saving 
power of the gospel being experienced by the perusal of the 
Society's publications, were not unfrequent ; but the full 
amount of direct spiritual saving benefit, which they may 
have been the means of accomplishing, can be only known to 
the Searcher of hearts. 

In this department the Committee were provided with a 
living agency, by whom these books were circulated in Spain, 
in the most efficient and successful manner. The circulation ' 
was made as quietly as possible ; but its effects were so mani- 
fest to the eye of the priesthood, and so alarming, that the 
hierarchy unceasingly pressed upon the government, the ne- 
cessity of employing the most vigorous and strong measures 
to stay the progress of these heretical publications of the 
English propaganda, as ptherwise, they affirmed, the reign of 
Koman Catholicism in Spain was doomed to come to a 
speedy termination. 

All, however, was of little avail. Bibles, books, and tracts 
multiplied on the face of the land ; and, in desperation and 
at their '* wit's end," the popish authorities hastened forward, 
prosecuting edicts and efforts one upon another. The agents 
of the Society were anxious as to the results of these perse- 
cuting measures, and were constrained to act with gi*eater 
caution ; but, by the good providence of God, not a finger 
was laid upon any of them, and the work progressed success- 
fully in their hands. In some instances, parcels of books were 
in fuU circulation on the very day in which they came to 
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hand. Tn short, so great was the desire and anxiety of the 
Spanish people to obtain the Word of Life and evangelical 
publications, that all that the Committee were enabled to get 
into the country only seemed to whet the mental and the 
spiritual appetite of the people, and to induce still stronger 
entreaties for further supplies to their unhappy country. 

Several important missionary tours were undertaken, and 
these resulted in extending connections for the circulation of 
books. Private meetings for the exposition of the Word of 
Grod were also formed. These were held with locked doors ; 
each meeting being attended by about a dozen persons. 
These undoubtedly were but small matters in a country con- 
taining at least 16,000,000 inhabitants; but "who hath 
despised the day of small things ]" In individual cases, 
where the reception of saving truth seemed evident, the 
course of the converts towards their neighbours was perfectly 
similar to that of the disciples of old, when they said, " We 
have found him of whom Moses in the law and the prophets 
did write." Believing Spaniards, male and female, made 
known the gospel to others in their own several spheres. 

The surprise and the gratitude of the Spanish recipients 
of gospel truth, in having had made known to them the 
scriptural and simple way of salvation, were truly genuine 
and affecting. 

The employment of a paid Spanish agency formed another 
department of the Committee's operations. They were, 
however, particularly cautious in this respect, and the great 
proportion of their work was earned on from love to the 
cause by a gratuitous agency, 

UISOELI4AI7EOUS NOTIOSS. 

In March 1856, the Rev. Aim6 Bost, from G^eneva, visited 
Edinburgh, met with the Committee, and offered to go as a 
missionary to Spain. After due consideration, the offer was 
accepted, and M. Bost was engaged for a period not exceedr 

£ 
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ing twelve months. While passing through England, on his 
way to Madiid, his proposed sphere of labour, the danger to 
protestant labourers in Spain appeared to his friends so 
great, that under their advice he relinquished his engage- 
ment, and consequently did not proceed on his proposed 
mission. 

The E-ev. M. Nogaret, of Bayonne, intimated his willing- 
ness to the Committee to devote about fifteen days to a tour in 
Spain on behalf of the Society. During this and many years 
following, M. Nogaret proved an invaluable coadjutor to 
the Committee, and undertook the charge of much printing 
in Bayonne for the Society. 

The late Rev. Patrick Lumsdaine, of Killeam, being at 
this time in Andalusia, on account of his health, did much 
service to the Committee, by giving information, and look- 
ing after the work generally. 

Duiing this month, a demand for one hundred Testaments 
w;as received by the Committee from Alicante. They were 
purchased at cost price from the Edinburgh Bible Society, 
and were immediately thereafter despatched to their destina- 
tion. 

Dr and Mrs Tregelles, of Pljonouth, visited Andalusia. 
Their active service during their tour was of much value 
in the interests of the gospel, as was also the important in- 
formation communicated to the Committee on their return 
home. Dr Tregelles afterwards visited Edinburgh in the 
interests of the cause. 

In November, Juan B. Quirrell, a Spaniard, a native of 
Gibraltar, and a teacher of English in Cadiz, who had been 
recommended as a godly man by several friends of the cause, 
was engaged by the Committee for distributing tracts, read- 
ing the Scriptures, and instructing the people from house to 
house in Cadiz and neighbourhood, for five or six hours daily. 
The missionary work of Quirrell did not ultimately prove 
Tery satisfactory ; but the service he did, in continuously 
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boarding vessels on their arrival in the bay of Cadiz, bring- 
ing parcels of books on shore, and despatching them to 
Vasqnez and others, was of much value to the causa His 
services were, however, after a time, dispensed with by the 
Committee. 

On the 27th of the same month, the Committee agreed to 
allow Senor Yasquez, besides the amount for expenses neces- 
sary for a proposed tour to Cadiz and Gibraltar, the sum of 
j£20, as a small Ewsknowledgment of their sense of his in- 
valuable gratuitous services to the Society. 

In a communication received from Paris, we were- told 
that in Spain, the Society's publications were in high repute, 
and that there was a great demand for them. This was 
followed by an earnest request for supplies to be sent to 
those places where they were urgently requii'ed. 

.THE SPANISH FBESS. 

The following extracts from Spanish Koman Catholic 
newspapers tell their own tale. The first is dated Madrid, 
26th May 1856 :— 

" Her Majesty having received, with much surprise and 
regret, a notice from the * Minister of Favour and Justice,' 
transcribing the communication from the Reverend Bishop of 
Carthagena, in which that prelate gives notice of his having 
intercepted two Protestant tracts, entitled respectively, * El 
Alba,' and * Extracts from the Holy Scriptures,' which were 
clandestinely circulated in his diocese, — has been pleased to 
decree that the civil officers of government should be held 
strictly responsible for watching carefully against the intro- 
duction or circulation of these or similar writings, exciting 
the zeal of the superintendents of the revenue, that they may, 
on their part, aid in the fulfilment of the law wherever it is 
infringed by individuals." 

The other is from the diocese of Avila ; — 

" We cannot but be filled with horror, when we consider 
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tlie immense treasures and large resources, with the aid of 
which insatiable Protestantism has propagated error and 
caused the perdition of souls, by the thousands of Bibles 
which it has diffused throughout the world ; but our indig- 
nation ought to be redoubled, when we see that it can now 
lift its hideous Gk>rgon head on the most classic ground of 
Catholicism itself. One more hour of negligence on the part 
of those in whose bands repose the destinies of the nation, 
and we are lost : * Yet a little while, and ye shall not see 
me.* Immorality and heresy can be held in check only by 
the vigorous hand of kings and governments, who ought not 
in vain to bear the glorious title of Catholic, and without 
whose protection the Church is powerless to root out the 
tares sown by the enemy," 
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CHAPTER XL 

SON MANUEL PINTO. 
185 7. 

f^HAT mean ye to weep, and to break my heart?" 
said tli€( Apostle Paul to his sorrowing friends, as 



they hung around him before his departure from 
Cesarea. This touching scene has been vividly 
brought to our remembrance by. the occurrence of one not 
unsimilar, which occurred upon the coast of popish Spain. 

The spread of the gospel in Spain was an object dear to 
the apostle's heart, and reference to his purposed journey, 
and his labours there, is more than once prominently made 
in his epistle to the Romans. "Whensoever," says the 
apostle, " I take my journey into Spain, I will come to you ; " 
and again, " I will come by you into Spain." Many cen- 
turies have passed since these words were written ; and 
Spain, during all that time, with the exception of thebrief 
period in the sixteenth century, when the light of the glo- 
rious gospel burst upon her wondering people, has sat in 
darkness and in the shadow of death. But the blessing of 
the gospel to Spain has only been delayed, not denied, to 
her perishing people. It may have been long delayed, but 
the blessing has come at length, and it may be all the more 
abundant, and the more valued, by the long and weary 
period of her spiritual darkness and desolation. 

^' A little one shall become a thousand, and a small one a 
great nation." Thus runneth the divine record ; and, per- 
haps, in the following brief narrative of a real occurrence, 
may be traced an evidence, that benighted popish Spain shall 
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be no exception to the accomplishment of this promisa The 
facts of the case, alluded to, are the following : — 

About thirteen yeara ago, a copy of the Testament was 
given into the hands of a Spaniard in Seville. Struck with 
the contents of the sacred volume, the receiver of it, Don 
Manuel Pinto, soon after renounced popery, and became an 
earnest disseminator of gospel truths and protestant princi- 
ples among his fellow-citizens. In consequence of the rigour 
and intolerance of the government of Spain, he was under 
the necessity of confining his instructions to five or six indi- 
viduals at a time. Yery many, notwithstanding, had por- 
tions of the Word of God read and explained to them firom 
the lips of tliis Spaniard. He was indefatigable in the cir- 
culation of the Scriptures, and of the Society's evangelical 
publications. Several priests, cognizant of his evangelistic 
work, remonstrated against his proceedings, and entreated 
him to give up the circulation of religious books, and to 
i-eturn to the bosom of the church. All, however, proved in 
vain ; and he continued zealously to go on in his voluntary 
evangelistic work. The result was, that very many in- 
dividuals to whom he thus declared the truth renounced 
popery. This good man latterly became desiroiis of devoting 
himself entirely to the work of God among his country- 
men. He was, therefore, proposed by Yasquez as a suit- 
able agent to the Spanish Evangelization Society; but, 
before the application could be presented to the Committee, 
M. Nogaret of Bayonne solicited, through Yasquez, his ser- 
vices as a missionary among Spaniards on the confines of Spain. 
Pinto gladly embraced this ofier, and quitted the shoi'es 
of Spain as a missionary to Spaniards. Like the apostle, to 
whom reference has been made, he was accompanied to the 
vessel by many of his friends in the gospel, of whom he took 
an affecting farewell. About twenty men, and seven or 
eight women, who thus accompanied him, received his 
latest charge in these words, — " My beloved bi-others, no 
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popery ; the Bible, nothing but the Bible jyynd, for the rest, 
tmst to the Lord and his beloved So^,/ our Redeemer." 
The departure of this Spaniard was myfeVji-egretted in the 
city where he dwelt, by the many in(JiVi^i^ls who had been 
enlightened through his instrumentality/ ^J 

The remainder of Pinto's stoi:^^ is Jlif^tuig, and we well 
remember the deep painfulness ^laich tie larter part of it pro- 
duced. Our recollection of it'is that, not long after he com- 
menced his missionary work among his countrymen on the 
confines of Spain, under the direction of M. Nogaret, he fell 
into bad health, and had ultimately to return to his home in 
Seville, where he died<i We recollect also that, from day to 
day, he declared the gospel to the many friends and others 
who visited him, and stood around his dying bed, and that 
at length he calmly and peacefully fell asleep in Jesus. 

Seeing, however, from the many years which have elapsed 
since the occurrence now related took place, that some 
particulars might have escaped our memory, and for the sake 
of perfect accuracy, in the month of October last (1870), we 
wrote M. Nogaret, and made such inquiries as we conceived 
necessary. The following is his reply, under date 7th October 
1870 :— 

^* The evangelist, Manuel Pinto, arrived at Bayonne in the 
end of June 1857, and left on the dth of February 1858. 
He died at Seville about three months after, in the bosom 
of his family. He had been attacked by heai-t disease, 
which developed very rapidly in Bayonne, and which at last 
decided him to abandon his work there, when he saw there 
was no hope of cure. His design was to circulate the Word 
of God among the Spaniards, who were then very numerous 
in our country ; but the imperial government, who were very 
much opposed to every kind of proselytism, would not grant 
him a licence as colporteur. The motive assigned was, that 
Pinto was a revolutionist, although he was the bearer of 
most honourable certificates from the Spanish authorities. 
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Our friend had then to confine himself to making knoiTn 
with the living voice, the gospel to his countrymen. This 
was not without fruit ; and one of the Spaniards converted 
by him — Mateo Cosido * — has left Bordeaux, where he lived 
for a long time, to go to Madrid, where he now labours." 

Under date 13th October 1870, Vasquez writes of Pinto : 
— " Manuel Pinto, the missionary, was sent to Bayonne at 
the request of our friend, M. Nogaret. M. Nogaret was 
pleased with him, but the state of his health compelled him 
to return to Seville, where he soon established a small con- 
gregation ; but shortly after he died, imploring the name of 
Jesus with his latest breath." 

In the preceding brief narrative, there is no romance or 
stirring incident to interest or excite; but, to the Lord's 
people, to whom the progression of his cause is precious, 
there is that in it which must animate and encourage to 
renewed and vigorous effort, to pray and to labour on behalf 
of a cause, which has had so manifestly the help, and blessing, 
and approval of God. In the case above referred to, we see 
the fruits of the bestowal of a single testament. What 
then may be the result from the circulation by the Society 
during the seventeen years of its existence, the records of 
eternity alone can reveal. 

* Since the above has been in type, we have heard of the recent death of Mateo 
Cosido. " He was," says a commnnication fi*oin Madrid, in * Ths Chbistian/ *' among 
the most promising and most deeply taught of the Spanish evangelists, and had for 
upwards of twelve months been assisting brother Goold here In his work.** 
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CHAPTER XIL 

VOTBS FBOM SENOB VASQUXZ.* 

186 7. 

*• j^ HE magazine, ^ Evangelical Christendom,^ says, and very 
properly, that political affairs ought not to find a place 
in our correspondence, but there are some circum- 
stances in which politics ai*e so mixed up with religion, 
that it is impossible to speak of the one without touching 
on the other. 

" The suspension of the sales of the church property, and 
the abrogation of the Desamortizacion, decreed by the late 
Cortes, have produced the greatest excitement among the 
capitalists and speculators, who, generally speaking, profess 
no political opinion in this country j and the lower orders, or 
democratical party, have rejoiced at it, expecting that their 
ranks must increase with the impolitic course which the 
ministers and the queen are pursuing. Her Majesty acts ex- 
clusively by the suggestions of her wretched mother. Re- 
ligious reactioux is complete ; and it is impossible to foretell 
where it will stop, especially if we bear in mind that the 
queen is at the head of it. I do not know how far this re- 
action will affect our operations. The people show more 
interest, and a greater eagerness than before, to get and 
circulate our books ; but I am much afraid that my repeated 
strong recommendations will not be listened to, and that 
some individuals will get into trouble, from the inquisitorial 
police of the priests being so very great. Bibles and New 
Testaments are in great demand. 

* At this time O^Donnell had heen displaced, and Narvaez was at the head of 
the GoYemment 
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" My correspondent at Badajos writes me again on the 
second instant, reminding me of the neglect we have (in bis 
opinion) incurred in regard to that town. I answered him 
to-day, apprising h\m of the arrival of some books there in a 
few days. To supply Badajos, as it ought to be, we want a 
good correspondent at Elvas, where books might be easily 
sent After all, we are fast gaining ground, and we should 
gain more, but for the policy pursued by the government. 
Dios sobre todo. I hope He will help us in spreading the 
doctrines of Christ, putting an end to idolatry and supersti- 
tion in this unhappy land. 

" Though with much trouble, the chest of books sent by Mr 
Alton came safe to our hands. It contained the following 
list of Bibles, Testaments, pamphlets, and tracts, the whole 
weighing eighty-nine pounds. 

"Whilst the idolatrous worshippers of Loyola, among 
whom we reckon a great number of hypocrites, were cele- 
brating the decree of the Queen Isabella, for the re-establish- 
ment of the convent of Jesuits at Loyola, ten or twelve in- 
dividuals, most of them converted to Protestantism, had met 
to wait for the arrival of the books, which they call metralla 
para los Jesuitas. The chest being opened, and the list read, 
several hurras were lanc6s, though in a low voice, to the 
* Scottish Philanthropic Society,' as likewise to their Scottish 
Protestant brethren. The distiibution of the books was in- 
stantly made, and to-day all of them are in circulation. 
These people requested the favour of my asking some more 
metralla, which they pledged themselves to circulate both in 
town and country. The demand for books is indescribable, 
as likewise the indignation against Popery and Jesuitism." 

WOBK IN ANDALUSIA. 

Sefior Vasquez, who, in July, became a partially paid agent 
of the Spanish Evangelization Society, overtook the following 
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amount of gratuitous evangelistic labour, fi-om 7th January 
to 7th July 1857, being a period of six ihonths. 

Two hundred and sixty-one visits for religious instruction 
were made by him. Three hundred and seventy-five visits 
were made to him for the same purpose. He delivered 
addresses in a private way, which were attended in aU 
by about a thousand persons. He sold ninety-six entire 
copies and portions of the Scriptures, and distributed, gratis, 
thirty- one copies ; five hundred and twenty-seven tracts were 
likewise distributed. 

The protestant cause, under this missionary, received 
accessions, from 19th November 1856 to July 1857, to the 
number of two hundred and thirteen individuals. In con- 
sequence of the dogma of Pius IX., in favour of the imma- 
culate conception, seven families at once joined the Protestant 
movement. Many others followed their example, and others 
would have done so but from fear of the government. Three 
Spanish gentlemen waited upon Vasquez. They told him 
that they were protestants in heart, and were working in 
favour of the Reform. They stated that they knew many 
families in different places who were of the same sentiments, 
and whose great desire was to have libeiiy to embi-ace the true 
faith of Christ, and so to be delivered from the « infernal 
abyss of error, in which," they said, " the Popes have for so 
many years involved us." These three Spanish gentlemen 
were preparing tracts on religious matters, for the purpose of 
printing and circulating them in Spain. The manuscripts 
were submitted to Vasquez, and he stated that " they were 
very wisely written, and very much fitted to further the 
cause of the reformation in Spain." These gentlemen were 
Spaniards, and were well known by their high position. 
The protestant community had had the addition of two 
ladies, four gentlemen, and an Italian professor of music. 
Pourteen other persons were u^ider instruction. 

Individuals associated together in political parties, had 
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begun to meet together on Sabbath, for the purpose of read- 
ing the Scriptures. The Society's Spanish Scripture cate- 
chism having fallen into the hands of some of them, they 
expressed their great value of it, because it was from the 
Word of God. 

GIBBALTAB. 

From the following notices, it will be seen that the work of 
Spanish evangelization now entered upon a new phase, through 
the devoted labours of the late Rev, Andrew Sutherland, of 
Gibraltar, who not only originated the work in Gibraltar, in 
connection with the Society, but carried it on with unfailing 
interest, energy, and success, up to the period of his brief 
illness and lamented death in 1867. As we proceed in our 
narrative, it will appear how great a work, though in a quiet 
and most unpretending manner, Mr Sutherland effected for 
Spain, — a work, the fruits of which are now visible in the 
formation and consolidation of the Protestant Reformed 
Church of Andalusia. 

The following is an extract from a letter from Mr Suther- 
land, to the secretary of the Ladies' Colonial Committee 
of the Free Church of Scotland in 1857 : — 

" Important as this station, in itself considered, has ever 
been, it is now becoming more and more important as a 
centre of missionary influence. At the fall of Espartero*s 
government, many refugees came to Gibraltar, and several 
sought instruction in protestant truth. Two of these — one 
a colonel years ago under Espartero, the other a writer for 
the press — ^after long and frequent meetings, by letter 
renoimced Popery, and sought admission into the Protestant 
Presbyterian Church. Soon after, they took advantage of 
an amnesty proclaimed, and returned to their own country, 
and from one of them I have heard several times. 

" Just at the time when this Spanish work was increasing 
on my hands, I was cheered by the arrival of Senor Don 
Francisco Ruet from Barcelona. He came directly to me, and 
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forthwith began to labour as a missionary among his country- 
men here. At these meetings, held weekly in the Presby- 
terian Church, I at first regularly presided, and frequently 
added a word of exhortation. Five months have since passed. 
Now there is a meeting on Sabbath, and on Tuesday evenings 
in the church, and a Bible-class in the vestry on Friday even- 
ings. The attendance continues good, frequently from one 
hundred and fifty to two hundred are present, and several Jews 
as well as Romanists are regularly in church. Above forty 
have already given in their names to form a Spanish Pro- 
testant Presbyterian Church, and recently they have com- 
menced small weekly subscriptions, to show their gratitude 
to the Society that supports their missionary. Many 
travellers from different parts of Spain, in passing, come and 
receive instruction ; and though it is yet a * day of small 
things,' it is full of hope for poor, distracted, priest-ridden 
Spain, Comparing the present with the past, there is 
enough to lead us ' to thank God and take courage.' I 
ought, perhaps, sooner to have mentioned that the Scottish 
(Spanish) Evangelization Society, whenever they heard of 
Senor E-uet's arrival and employment, at once freed me from 
all pecuniary responsibilities. .... Much good, T 
know, has also been done by the extensive circulation of 
Scriptures and tracts, through the agents of the Scotch 
Society, in different and distant districts of Spain. Not- 
withstanding despotic power and priestly persecution, 
evangelistic efforts are quietly producing their influence ; 
and I earnestly hope this Society will receive that liberal 
support it justly merits, and be enabled to enter wheresoever 
in Providence a door of usefulness is opened." 

In a later private communication from Mr Sutherland, 
it was stated that the Spanish Protestant Church was then 
fonned in Gibraltar. It consisted of forty-seven members. 
The weekly pi-ayer-meeting, on Tuesday, was attended by 
about two hundred Spaniards, and the Bible-ckss, on Friday, 
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by sixty. These individuals appeared to have a deep ap- 
preciation of the truth, and their great desire and aim seemed 
to be the dissemination of it throughout the whole of Spain. 
Many of them must have had connections and friends in Spain 
proper ; and doubtless, means were employed to make known 
to them the truth as it is in Jesus. Strangers, likewise, from 
the interior, drawn fi-om curiosity to attend the Protestant 
services, carried with them, on their return, convictions, 
impressions, and a measure of knowledge, which could not 
fail to bear powerfully upon the progress of the cause. 

Important communications from the interior of Spain had 
been received in Gibraltar, containing offers to assist in the 
great work of evangelization in Spain. These offers were 
gladly responded to by Mr Sutherland, and the work pro- 
gressed in every direction. 

aENEBAL PBOGBESS 07 THE WOBK. 

The following extracts are from the published Report of 
the Spanish Evangelization Society for 1857 : — 

" The Committee have now entered on the fourth year o 
their course of operations for the spiritual interests of the 
Spanish nation. The preparation of a Report as to the pro- 
gress of their work, in a country so shut up as Spain is, by the 
oppression of a government, goaded on by a powerful hier- 
archy, is an undertaking of peculiar difficulty and delicacy. 
On the one hand, a statement is requisite, in order to exhibit 
to the friends of the cause, some of the evidence which proves 
that their contributions and prayers have not been in vain in 
the Lord ; but, on the other hand, danger may arise both to 
the work and its agency, by such details of progress as may 
be available for unfriendly purposes. 

" Under such circumstances, it is hoped that the friends 
of the Society will be satisfied with such general announce- 
ments, as will lead them to infer the character of the progress 
made^ without expecting particulars which may enable the 
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enemy to ascertain the agencies of the Oommittee, and thus 
to counteract their operations. 

" In pursuing the course thus indicated, the Committee 
have to state that their publications for the last year, includ- 
ing 7976 copies of Testaments and bound portions of the 
Scriptures, purchased or obtained in grants, have amounted 
to the large number of 63,669. These are, of course, not yet 
all in circulation, as a supply must be kept up continually, 
to prevent the interruption of the Society's procedure. A 
much greater number, however, would have been both 
printed and circulated, but for the circumstance of the funds 
having been at so very low an ebb during a considerable portion 
of the year, as to present, for the time, the usual course from 
being taken. During that partial suspension, the demands 
for publications, the stock of which was exhausted, continued 
to increase, both from Spain and Spanish America, and the 
painful necessity devolved upon the Secretary, to intimate 
again and again, that the stock had run out, and the funds of 
the Society were too low for immediate replenishment. In 
the good providence of God, a considerable increase of the 
funds took place near the close of the year. Printing was 
immediately afterwards resumed ; and, for the last few weeks 

I 

of the year, package after package has been despatched both 
for Spain and Spanish America, to meet the urgent demands 
wliich had long before been made. Additional supplies are 
still being sent off ; and the probability is, that in the early 
part of the year, a ftirther replenishment of the depositories 
of the Society, by the printing both of new tracts and of the 
publications already authorised and used, will be absolutely 
necessary, to enable the Society to avail itself of the openings, 
in divine providence, for the spread of the gospel among 
Spaniards. 

" How these publications are got into Spain and Spanish 
America cannot be made public. Suflfice it to say, that they 
are got in, and that the government of Spain knows this, as 
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well as tJie alarmed and aroused priesthood. The truth of 
this assertion is evident, both from the stem edicts of the 
former against the introduction and circulation of heretical 
publications, and from the anathemas of the latter, in the 
public journals of both Spain and Spanish America. In 
many instances, some of the publications of the Committee 
have been specially named, as being the means of spreading 
among Spaniards the protestant heresy, which, if not speedily 
eradicated by the government and hierarchy, is doomed, they 
state, to undermine and utterly to abolish the ancient 
Catholic faith of their country. 

" It may be further mentioned that, during the past year, 
there have been martyrs in Spain, who, simply for the faith 
of Jesus, have suffered imprisonment and banishment as 
felons, to Spanish penal settlements. While the Society and 
its agents studiously avoid all interference with politics, and 
seek only to make known to all classes and parties the 
glorious and blessed gospel of the Son of Grod, it is interest- 
ing to remark that, even among those who suffered death for 
resisting the late overturn of the comparatively free consti- 
tution of Spain, there were individuals who apparently loved 
the Redeemer, and were not ashamed to confess Him in the 
midst of his enemies. Before the troubles broke out, they 
were earnest and successful in the furtherance of the faith 
of Jesus, in accordance with the measure of their own know- 
ledge and spiritual enlightenment ; and, afterwards, while in 
the prison, they did not decline from the prosecution of their 
work in spreading the knowledge of gosi)el truth. Though 
flattered, threatened, and cursed by the priests, in order to 
induce or compel them to desist fi^om their Christian course, 
and die in the faith of Rome, they continued steadfast, main- 
taining their integrity to the end, repudiated the claims of 
the priesthood and laid their help upon Him, the one 
great High-Priest of their profession, Jesus Christ the 
righteous. Whatever may be thought of their political 
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course, every true Christian must rejoice to know, that the 
saving doctiines of the Gospel of Christ have influenced 
and appeared to uphold their souls, in the prospect of their 
immediate dissolution, and their entrance into the eternal 
world. 

" Many such affecting instances could be told, in addition 
to the quiet and almost apparently unnoticed conversion 
to the faith of Jesus, of persons under the immediate observa- 
tion of the Society*s agents. But a veil must be cast over 
the particulars of such cases, until brighter and happier days 
dawn upon Spain, when every man may sit down under his 
own vine and &g tree, none daring to make him afraid. 

"Besides the large circulation of religious publications, 
the Society has also sustained a paid missionary agency. In 
this department, likewise, the want of funds has been in the 
way; for the Committee have been unable to engage the 
services, as they would have desired, of poor pious Spaniards 
as missionary colporteurs, who, having lost their living by 
adherence to the gospel, had been recommended as suitable 
evangelistic labourers for the Society, This has been a cause 
of deep regret ; but, as soon as they have the means, the 
Committee will rejoice to increase the number of such 
missionary agents. 

" To conclude this part of the Beport, the important ques- 
tion may be asked— What must be the result of so large a 
circulation of evangelical publications over the length and 
breadth of Spain ? Surely it cannot be in vain, so long as 
the work continues to be carried on in the simplicity of faith, 
and with unceasing prayer, as it has hitherto been, and so 
long as the promise of God stands unrecalledj ' My word 
shall not return unto me void.* " 
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CHAPTER XIIL 

OOLONEL SEBBA. 
185 7. 

HE following brief article is a narrative of one of those 
martyred individuals referred to in the previous chap- 
ter. It is written by Senor Vasquez, who knew the 
Colonel well, as a brother in the Lord, and who was in 
great grief on account of his untimely Temoval from this 
world, by the tyrannical dictum of an irresponsible court- 
martiaL 

" Colonel Serra, one of the finest, bravest, and most evan- 
gelical men in the Spanish army, was bom in Catalonia, of a 
noble family. Having received an early and careful edu- 
cation, he entered the Eoyal Guard of King Ferdinand 
VIL, in 1825, with the rank of a sub-lieutenant. After the 
death of this monarch, he engaged in all the campaigns 
against the Carlists ; and, by his bravery in the field of battle, 
he obtained the rank of lieutenant-colonel. On the termina- 
tion of the civil war, he was persecuted by Queen Christina's 
government, on account of his political and religious opinions, 
and obliged to take refuge in France. In his solitude there, 
having an aversion to Popery, he devoted himself to the 
reading of the Holy Scriptures, and received such convincing 
discoveries of evangelical tmth, that he became a decided , 
Protestant, When Christina was driven from the regency by 
Espartero and his liberal Mends, Colonel S. returned from 
his exile, and resumed his rank in the Spanish army ; but 
Christina having returned once more to Madrid, in 1844, he 
was again obliged to leaveSpain. On this occasion, he took 
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refiige in Portugal, wbere, supported by his famDy, he re- 
sidBd till 1854, when another revolution again drove Christina 
and the Moderados out of the government of the country. 

** Espartero was once more placed at ,th€ head of affairs, but 
this time in conjunction with the despotic O'DonnelL This 
union of Espartero and O^Donnell, being considered by the 
Colonel as dangerous to th« liberal institutions proclaimed by 
the Revolution of 1854, he refused the employment which 
was offered him in the army. He then took up his residence 
in Andalusia, where, supported by his friends, he published 
a paper, in which he boldly combated the machinations of 
the Court of Eome, in union with the French Cabinet, for 
the annihilation of religious and political liberty in Spain — 
machinations which, shortly after, were unfortunately so 
a^jundantly successfuL 

" The Colonel soon connected himself with the religious 
Protestant pix)paganda, having become its warmest and most 
active and successful supporter ; his popularity and influence 
over the lower orders being such that, in less than six months, 
he was the means of more than two thousand persons dis- 
senting from the Church of E,ome, many of whom profess to 
this day the true faith of Christ. As in the best days of the 
liberal government with a constitutional Cortes, religious 
meetings of dissenters from the Church of Home were not 
allowed in the towns, the Colonel, on the 5th February 1857, 
caused a general meeting of his religious friends to be held 
in a field. The meeting was attended by more than 300 
men, whom he harangued in a loud and powerful voice. 
Among other things, he said, * I want to persuade you, my 
dear friends and brothers in our Lord Jesus Christ, that the 
stronghold of the kingdom of despotism and tyranny, and the 
main obstacle to the liberty of our unhappy country and of 
ihe world, is the Court of Rome, In aU the political con- 
vulsions which our country has undergone in the present 
century, the Pope has constantly been the chief instigator of 
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the retrograding policy of our despotic monarchs and their 
ambitious satellites. Whenever we make some progress in 
the way of civil and religious liberty, popery has brought 
into action aU its elements, in order to keep us in servitude 
and darkness. Now, you must undeceive and convince 
yourselves that it is useless to struggle for liberty and 
morality, unless you become well acquainted with the Bible, 
or, at least, with the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. It is 
there that you will find the source of true civil and religious 
liberty.' I'he people replied to this speech with the unani< 
mous cry of * Down toith the Pope and tyranny I * 

'* In his periodical, the Colonel always insisted on the 
necessity of a great reformation in Church and State, con- 
stantly advocating religious toleration. His undaunted 
patriotism and disinterestedness, and his exertions in defend- 
ing the rights and liberties of the people, greatly increased 
his popularity, and so spread his opinions and maxims 
throughout all Andalusia, that many believed him to be the 
proper man to free them from tyranny and priestcraft. 

" In the meanwhile. General O'Donnell made at Madrid a 
successful attempt to get rid of the liberal government, and, 
after a dreadful and bloody struggle between the Queen's 
troops and the National Guard, the latter were compelled to 
yield to the superiority of numbers and discipline of the 
former ; and the constituent Cortes was dissolved by military 
force. O'Donnell having thus paved the way to the aristo- 
cratico-Popish faction, Queen Isabella shortly after dismissed 
him from office, appointing in his place the tyrannical 
Naryaez. These occurrences aroused more than ever the 
ColoneFs patriotism, and filled his heart with indignation. 

" Hundreds of people now insisted on his putting himself 
at the head of a revolutionary movement, but this he strongly 
resisted, as, besides their being entirely unprovided with 
arms, ammunition, S|,nd other things necessary to maintain a 
Struggle against Narvf^e^'s government, tlie Colonel knew too 
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well tliat he who begins a contest of the kind is like the sol- 
dier, who is the first to mount the breach, marching know- 
ingly to deatL But matters had gone so far, that he could 
no longer restrain the mistaken enthusiasm of the Mends 
of civil liberty, and, on the 30th of June, a revolutionary 
movement broke out in various points of Andalusia, the result 
of which was, that more than one hundred individuals met 
.with a premature death, whilst about six hundred more were 
transported to Asia, Africa, and America. The Colonel was 
arrested in the city of Seville, and, after an unceremonious 
military trial, sentenced to be shot. It is custcttnary in Spain 
to allow the criminals forty-eight hours to confess and receive 
the sacraments in the chapel of the gaol ; but, on this occa- 
sion, only a few hours were allowed. When the Colonel 
entered the chapel, previous to his execution, two priests got 
hold of him, and began to worry him with their religious 
exhortations; but he calmly and politely declined their 
kindness and officiousness, declaring he knew his duty to 
his God and to His glorious Son Jesus Christ, in whose true 
faith he was about to die. One of the priests kindly per- 
sisted, and presented to him an image of the Virgin Mary. 
The Colonel, looking at him with a gracious smile, exclaimed 
— * Father, I really pity you ! ' He then politely begged 
b6th priests to leave him alone for awhile, as he had much 
to do and the time was very shoi-t. They did so, though 
reluctantly. He then addressed the brothers of the charit- 
able hermandad (brotherhood), who, in such cases, are 
always in attendance on the condemned, and, with admirable 
calmness, said — * Brothers, I have a particular favour to ask 
of you.* * Speak, Colonel,' replied one of the gentlemen, 
with the tears in his eyes, ' and if we can, we will serve you.' 
He then said, * I married, three years ago, my virtuous and 
kind lady in Portugal, but as I always was averse to popish 
forms, I effected my union by means of a legal contract, 
which may be submitted to your inspection- This contract 
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being nnll in Spain, after my death my wife and child would 
be considered as illegitimate. To put matters right, let a 
notary be immediately sent for, and a power of attorney 
prepared, in order that any of you may proceed with a priest 
to effect the religious act according to the law of the country.' 
The notary was instantly procured, and the power of attorney 
executed in the chapel. A deputation of three brothers of 
the hermandad and a priest, were then immediately despatched 
to perform the marriage by proxy. The distressed lady was 
not yet aware of the very critical situation of her husband, 
and, on the gentlemen esitering the room, she was panic- 
struck, and fainted away. A. long time was passed by her 
in most agonizing cries and lamentations, before she was able 
to attend to the necessary forms. However, the melancholy 
ceremony was performed in the best manner possible in the 
circumstances. Two minutes after the <ieputation left the 
house, the distressed lady, with her child in her arms, went 
into the street, and joined the deputation, insisting that she 
would once more see and embrace her unfortunate husband. 
She was dissuaded from her purpose, and brought back by 
two gentlemen of the deputation, who were obliged to keep 
her company till the Colonel was executed, 

^^ In the meantime, the latter had not been idle in the chapeL 
He calmly wrote five or six letters to his wife, relations, and 
friends. To the latter, he strongly recommended his poor 
wife and child. When the two members of the deputation 
returned to the prison, he affectionately shook hands with 
them, and thanked them for their kindness, exclaiming — 
* Now I feel quite happy ! Since I have performed my 
duties to my poor wife and child, I must now pay my duties 
to my God, and to His glorious Son Jesus Christ, Please, 
gentlemen, leave me alone a few minutes.* He then kneeled 
down, turning his back to the sentry, and was in prayer 
about half-an-hour, with the Bible in his hand. The brothers 
of the hermandadf and three or four priests, then entered the 
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chapel, and begged him to take something. He merely asked 
a glass of water with a teaspoonful of sugar. On being ear- 
nestly requested by the gaoler to eat something, he replied — 

* For such a short journey, I don't want any food,' Then, 
lifting his eyes to heaven, he exclaimed, in an audible voice, 

* My God, here I am resigned, and ready to meet my fate. 
Thy will be done. As a miserable sinner, to Thee, O God, I 
recommend my soul, through the merits of Thy glorious Son 
Jesus Christ, in whom I firmly believe,^ At this time the 
drum of the escort to the place of execution — very near the 
prison — ^beat. On the captain, who was to take charge of 
his person, entering the chapel, the Colonel coolly and 
politely said, * Captain, I am at your orders.' The priests 
kindly begged to be allowed to accompany him to the place 
of execution, and he accepteg their offer, requesting them, 
however^ not to worry him 'with their usual exhortations 
and vociferations. Fearing a popular movement, the pro- 
cession rapidly proceeded to the plaza (square), and in a few 
minutes the sound of muskets was heard, and the Colonel 
was launched into eternity. His last words were lost amid 
the noise of the beating of the drums." 

About thirty others were shot about the same time, all of 
whom were protestants, and more or less engaged in the cir- 
culation of th^ Society's publications, large numbers of which 
were discovered and seized in their respective homes. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

OLEANINaS. 
18 5 7. 

SWASQXJEZ wrote from Seville, :— " On the 16tli inst, an 
^^ English gentleman called on me, stating that, having 
lost his father eighteen years ago, his distressed mother, 
English also, was so beset by a priest and some popish 
friends, that she became a Roman Catholic, together with him- 
self, then a boy of fourteen years of age. Of the new religion 
they had embraced, they never learned anything but the mere 
forms. They had never obtained a copy of the Holy Scriptures, 
which he had long desired to read. He added, that by 
chance he had got a copy of Andres Dunn, and another of 
the Freservativo Contra BoTna, which had opened his eyes, 
and fully convinced him of his errors, which he had now 
made up his mind to abjure. He therefore begged that I 
would procure him a Bible, and any other book which mi^t 
enlighten his mind, guide him into the path of true religion, 
and to eternal salvation. Fortunately, I had just received a 
few Bibles, which lay concealed near me. Unwilltag to 
disclose my cachette, I promised to procure him a copy in 
two or three days. He accordingly called on Sunday, we 
had a long talk, and I gave him a Bible for himself, and a 
Frese'i'vativo which he asked for a friend. The good effect 
produced by our books is fully confirmed by this fact ; and, 
therefore, every sacrifice should be made to extend their cir- 
culation. The priests will exert themselves to throw diffi- 
culties in our way, but the people will have them and read 
them." 
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A lady correspondent in Plymouth wrote as follows : — 
" Your publications, and the little volumes of Gospels, &c., 
have been distributed here from time to time during the last 
few months. Parties from Cuba, Spanish America, the 
Brazils, and Mexico, have aU had supplies sent with them to 
their respective countries. 

" "We lately supplied two from Spain with a Bible each, 
which they were very anxious to possess, having been much 
interested in hearing some parts read from one received from 
us by another individual. Some of the gospels and tracts 
were, as usual, thankfully received by many others; and 
one of them chose to manifest his gratitude, by having some 
little refreshments prepared for us. We finished our visit by- 
reading Bock of Ages, as it has been of late translated into 
Spanish, 

" The Duke and Duchess de Montpensier spent a day here 
this week, and several Spanish servants with them. I 
wrote a Spanish note to the Duchess, asking leave to pre- 
sent her with the Gospels of Luke and John, and a little 
prayer-book, and put a tract into each book. This parcel 
and note my husband gave to one of the Spanish attendants 
to present to her. The next mqming we gave some of the 
Gospels to two of the Spanish men-servants, just as they were 
all leaving, for which they expressed * muchas gracias ' (many 
thanks). 

" We have supplied a niimber of Spaniards with portions 
of the Scriptures, and also with the Albas and tracts ; all of 
which were thankfully received. Several of the Spaniards 
.who were here before have come again, and received some of 
your publications for themselves and to take home to their 
friends. 

" An aged Spaniard, a man of some education, who has 
been in this town during the last six weeks, has taken great 
interest in reading the books and tracts we have given him, 
particidarly the New Testament, which, I believe, he has 
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read tLrough with much attention — and for the first time — 
and says, that he is struck with the contrast which its doc- 
trines present to those of the Church of Eome. He said to 
me lately, holding up the Testament, — * This book, Sefiora, 
shall be my guide during the remaining days of my lifa' 
We have had some interesting conversations with him, 

and have reason to believe that he has not come here in 

• It 
vain. 

A missionary labouiing among Spaniards wrote :— "I gave 
away all the Gospels, and nearly all the tracts, before T lefu ; 
and you will be glad to hear they were gladly received. I 
think I had but twb refusals, and the cause of one was that 
the person had a Testament. The Gospels seemed to take 
their notice exceedingly from their small size, and I could 
have distributed hundreds more, had I had them. A num- 
ber of Spaniards to whom T gave tracts were going to Manilla, 
in the Philippine Islands ; so that it was encouraging to think 
the glad sound was going to the ends of the earth." 

An agent wrote : — "Since I wrote you last, I have had 
the opportunity of supplying a number of Spaniards with a 
goodly assortment of your publications, and ten Testaments ; 
all of which were most thankfully received, and I trust, 
through the mercy of God in Christ Jesus, will be made a 
blessing to them." 

Another agent wrote : — " My stock of Testaments is now 
quite out. In fact, I had but six of Yalera's edition, and 
was therefore obliged to give, as the men were urgent for 
them, three copies of Scio's version. I had also one by me 
published by the Christian Knowledge Society. I have 
given to a number of Portuguese, a good supply of the small 
bound portions of Scripture and other publications. They 
are received by them with great avidity. May the Lord 
abundantly bless His own word, and verify His own precious 
promise, that it shall not return unto Him void, but accom- 
plish that whereunto He has sent it." 
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We subjoin the following interesting passage from a 
printed paper which was sent us : — 

" Was veiy glad that I '>ame over this morning, as there 
were two shipwrecked crews in the Home who required 
attention. Their vessels were sunk in the late fearful gales ; 
one a Spaniard, in Tenby Bay, the other a Grerman, on the 
Worms Head. The Spanish crew were saved by the life- 
boat at Tenby. The Germans came ashore in their own 
boat. Without clothes, benumbed with cold, and starving 
for want of food, they were taken into a farmhouse for shel- 
ter. I found the Spanish crew sitting round the fire in the 
Home, and soon drew them into conversation. Having 
ascertained that there were three or four readers among 
them, I gave them three Testaments (their names being writ- 
ten in each), and extracts from the Old Testament in Spanish. 
They were all very grateful, and I left the whole party either 
reading aloud, or hearing the Word of God. I then entered 
the captain's apartment, and, finding it empty, left there a 
Spanish Bible and tracts. Half-an-hour afterwards, I ap- 
proached the door, which was partially open, and heard a 
sonorous voice. I perceived the Spanish captain deeply 
engaged in reading aloud to himself the Scriptures ; indeed, 
he was so absorbed, as not to perceive my entering the room 
and sitting beside him. After some time he paused at 
the passage at the end of the chapter. Matt. xvi. — * What 
shall a man be profited, if he shall gain the whole world and 
lose his own soul 1 or what shall a man give in exchange for 
his soul 1 ' I then introduced myself, and talked to him on 
many points. His soul was full of gratitude to God for his 
deliverance. I read to him the 23d Psalm, and also the 
latter part of Acts xxiv., the account of St Paul's shipwreck. 
We then read together the prayers of the Litany in Spanish, 
for of English he knew nothing. Having had a share in the 
ship, and the insurance being very inadequate, his losses 
were great ; but the Word of the Lord seemed to revive and 
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comfort him. I now caused Mm to write his name on a fine 
large Spanish Bible, and told him it was his own. This 
gave him much satisfaction, and the gratitude which he 
expressed in a courteous and overflowing manner was very 
aJTecting. A.t this moment, there entered two shipwrecked 
officers of the Geiman vessel, the captain and mate ; for some 
time I had to maintain the conversation in two languages. 
These being also under deep emotion, exclaimed, ' It was 
God that helped us, and not we ourselves. It is true we 
have lost everythiug, even to our books and. clothes.' As 
we were reading a German tract together, supper was being 
served ; so, wishing them good-night, I withdrew from a 
scene the most interesting I ever experienced." 

A gentleman wrote : — " I have just heard you have sent 
some Spanish tracts for distribution by us. I am much 
gratified in having such opportunities of carrying out your 
benevolent purposes in favour of our Spanish brethren, and 
shall ever be glad to do so. The number sent me from 
another Society was four hundred and sixty copies, in Gospels, 
Acts, and Epistles, which ha^^e all been disposed of, chiefly 
to parties who have come to seek them at our hands. In- 
deed, they are most anxious to secure them, and if there are 
none for them, they seem greatly disappointed. 

A lady wrote : — " A party of twenty-seven Cuban Emanci- 
pados have lately left this place, after having been detained 
here a month. During that time our town-missionary has 
been indefatigable in his efforts to instruct them from the 
Word of God. He had a special service for them each 
Sunday afternoon, when they appeared very attentive and 
truly grateful for his exertions on their behalf, often respond- 
ing when he was speaking to them or praying. They were 
much interested in all wie could tell them about the mission- 
aries in Africa, where they were going, and looked forward 
to their children being instructed in some missionary schools. 
Not one of this party could read, although it was composed 
of persons of all ages." 



• 
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MIBCELLANBOUS NOTICES. 



In April of this year, the Rev. Andrew Sutherland, of 
Gibraltar, was authorized by the Committee to undertake a 
missionary tour in Andalusia for fourteen days. This tour 
was shortly after undertaken by Mr Sutherland, and was of 
nauch service in advancing the interests of the cause, and in 
enabling him to communicate information to the Committee 

In July, the Committee agreed to engage Senor Vasquez 
as a partially paid agent. 

The Committed also agreed to engage Senor Ruet as an 
agent to labour in Gibraltar, under Mr Sutherland. 

The late Rev. Alexander Dallas, of Wonston Rectory, 
Hampshire, who had just completed a missionary tour in 
Andalusia, attended a meeting of Committee on 29th Octo- 
ber, and, as the minutes state, " gave an interesting and 
valuable report regarding the Society's agents, and the state 
of afl^irs in Portugal, Spain, and G^ibraltar, in regard to 
evangelistic work." 

Towai-ds the close of this year, Don Angel de Mora was 
suddenly assaulted and imprisoned in Madrid, apparently on 
the ground of his religious opinions. He had been quietly 
walking on the Prado of Madrid, when he was fiercely as- 
saulted by a man, who beat him on the head, face, and 
shoulders with a walking-stick. Constables and priests then 
surrounded him, and conducted him to the Governor-General's 
house, where he found the Vicar-General, who claimed his 
person for trial before the ecclesiastical tribunal. He was 
then handed over to the ecclesiastical authorities, and in- 
carcerated in a dungeon, where the light of day never 
penetrated. 

Immediately after this arrest was known in England, the 
Committees of the Protestant Alliance, the Evangelical 
Alliance, and other bodies, forwarded memorials to Lord 
Clai'endon, who demanded explanations from the Spanish 
Government in reference to this case. 
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Shoi-tly after, De Mora was transferred to the convent of a 
prison of Esculapians. Suddenly he found himself at liberty, 
and made his way to England. 

A SPANISH ROTAL EDICT. 

The following is a translation of a circular issued to the 
governors of provinces in Spain : — 

"The Queen having been informed that schismatic and 
heretical books, — the perusal whereof is prohibited as 
well by ecclesiastical as by civil laws — are being clan- 
destinely circulated in several provinces, and most especi- 
ally in the sea-coast ones, has been pleased to command that 
you should be made apprised of the titles of the aforesaid 
books, in order that you may exercise your most vigilant 
efforts for the purpose of detecting the existence of those or 
any other printed works of the same kind, preventing their 
circulation, and prosecuting with the greatest severity the 
authors and propagators thereof. I communicate the above to 
you by Her Majesty's commands for the fulfilment thereof, 
and I subjoin the catalogue of the works above alluded to. 
God preserve you many years 1 Madrid, January 30, 1857. 

NOCEDAL." 

In reference to the above, a Christian gentleman of Dublin, 
then in Spain, and who sent us a copy of the edict, wrote 
the following remarks along with it, " This shows that 
the work is telling, coming as it does from the enemy's 
camp. The mother is bewailing her children, but she will 
have to cry more yet, I expect. There is no use in mincing 
matters longer, her time is up, * Pharaoh, king of Egypt is 
but a noise ; he hath passed the time ap2)ointed.* " 
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CHAPTER XV. 

THE SPANISH NUK'S LAMENT. 

HE " Nun's Lament " is the translation of a singular 
little poem in Spanish, entitled " Las Doze Coplas Mon- 
jales." It is a curious relic of antiquity, having been 
written in the early part of the sixteenth centuiy, an- 
tecedent to the Reformation. It was glossed and sung ; and 
attained to great celebrity in its day. It paints to the life, the 
grief of an unfortunate recluse, constrained to become a nun, 
and whose melancholy story swells the dismal catalogue of 
many such victims, who have died in the convents of unhappy 
Spain. The poem is remarkable for its tone of reality, and 
the touching yet simple pathos of the language. Indeed, the 
bare simplicity of the origiual, not always attained in this 
translation, is one of the charms of this singular piece ; for 
the actual intensity of sorrow never waits upon the ai-tificial 
graces of style. Its tone of quaint antiquity and depth of 
feeling is increased by the interweaving of the metrical Latin 
lines ; nor do these militate against its consistency of keep- 
ing ; they lead i-ather, upon a little reflection, to ratify its 
truth and fidelity to nature ; for, being used in the prayers 
and chants of the daily Latin services of the Church, such 
reiterated passages must, on the lips of nuns, become more 
familiar to them than ** household words." How natural 
would it seem to a mind, too intelligent for a cloister, to find 
an echo as it were, in the expression of the griefs of the 
Saviour and the Psalmist, so that, whilst chaunting their 
sufferings in words, it gave utterance to its own ! Composed 
in an age, when the arts of reading and writing were the 
acquirements only of ecclesiastics and a few learned profes- 
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sions, the inference naturally anses, that the composer of 
those pathetic verses might be a confessor of nuns, to whose 
unavailing compassion these immedicable sorrows of a 
cloistered victim were breathed. The last stanza is rendered 
almost word for word from the original, and it seems, from 
the mysteriotis distance of three hundred years, to utter a 
warning-voice even to the present age. The Latin lines are 
here rendered for the first time into English verse. We give 
the first verse in the original, with the English translation 
of the wholes following. 

Mayor que mi sentiinientQ , 
es el menor de mis dailos ; 
gran linaje de tormento, 
ver qu^en descontentamiento 
86 me van mis tristes a£los t 
Solatio misera mea^ 
claus» sunt undique portea, 



I^arger than the language lent. 

Is the least my grievance borrows, 
!For to watch in discontent, 
How my mournful years are spent, 
Is a lineage of sorrows. 

Shut against my comfort here 
Gates surround me everywhere I 
As my wishes never sought them, 
Thus the clearer what has brought them, 
To my sad despair I see. 

This the secret of the whole, 

What may ever purge the shi, 
Where it touches to the soul, 
Bising from the heart within, 
A solitary captive maid. 
In flower of youth my summers farXe ! 
Wan, afflicted, and unshriven, 
Must she live while life is given ; 
In this stony prison see her 
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Buried thus hencef coriih do I, 

Wretched maiden, meet tlie mom ! 
Dying daily, till I die. 

Free, and of fre^ mother bom. 
Who has bound me here forlorn ? 
A child of only a few years, 
My angry destiny appears ! 
Kinsmen they — my very brothers ; 
Their own wiU, and not another's, 
My raiment they divide.* 

Thus left h^re on convent ground. 

Of my troubles unperceiving, 
As my maiden years come round. 
The fierce rankle of the wound 

Clamours at my soul's deceiving. 

My soul is, as a greater saith. 

Sorrowful even unto death.-!* 
Clouds of added troubles more, 
Gather round about the door. 

And send death upon it too ! 

Hence it is, that, to my sorrow, 

I am sunk in such abyss, 
Tears of anguish cann|| borrow 

Lines to sound what depth it is. 

With anguish stung, sore pressed I sigh, 
In vehement desire to die. 
If oblivion I could drink of, 

I perhaps my life might bear, 
But, ah ! when I turn to think of 

Christ and virtue, I despair. 

Other troubles without number 

Have my frame and vigour shaken, 
For with them I go to slumber, 
And with them at mom awaken. 
By bosom cares incessant flight. 
My days are tamed into night ! 

• Psalm xxiL 10. t Matt xxvi. 88. 

G 
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Night, a double night indeed is ; 
In BO many doors and turnings, 
Walls, that gloomy make the mornings, 
As shadow swift my days decline.* 

What shall I say of contentions, 

And anxieties unceasing, 
Grave and bitter reprehensions, 

Burthens still the more increasing. 
Disciplines and castigations, 
And the spirit's sore temptations ; 
Which in life do I resist ? 
As I walk the way He trod. 

In ten thousand toils I languish, 

Watchings, soourgings, thorns, and anguish. 
Make me like the Son of God. 

Friends whom my young heart selected, 

Faithful never were, nor true ; 
Who could give me faith expected ; 
Since I feel it was rejected 

By the breasts whose milk I drew, 
In faithless avarice for gold,t 
Their child they have betrayed and sold ! 
Now, alas I in lifelong measure. 
Tears are If^— my life's sole pleasure. 

Willing to increase my pain, 

Ijike an unrelenting father ; 
Not sufficient is a chain. 
Doomed in prison to remain, 
But they seek for vengeance rather. 
Perfidious, they have added still. 
This grief to my surpassing ill ; 
Here where other eyes must shun me, 
More to wreak their will upon me. 

They have pierced my hands and ^eet ! $ 

Seeing this my sad position 
Can, alas ! no deeper go, 

• Psalm cii. 11. f The allusion is to Jadas the traitor. 

t Ps. xjdL 16. 



REFORMATION IN SPAIN 99 

I 

/ 

[ Veriest wretch's lost condition 

I Never, never sunk so low ; 

Since my voice by weakness dying, 
Fails to sound my plaints and sighing 
Meek and silent like a lamb, 
Now given up to death I am ! • 
This strange torment day by day ; 
Fears, anxieties, and yearning. 
Labours, injuries, and mourning. 
Waste my very bones away ; 

So that T can truly charge, 

This my state to its beginning, 
Since I might have lived at large. 
Without pain of mortal sinning. 

Their daughter, parents bound with chains 
Imprisoned strait she still remains ! 
Plrudent nuns, the end discerning. 
For my robes and trinkets burning, 
My raiment they divide. 

ye maids ! who list and wander 
Round about this traitor gate, 

1 conjure you, that ye ponder. 
Never ill that bows you under 

Equals this, my lost, estate. 

Sweet liberty have ye, while here 
I suffer violence and fear ! 
Till conflicting woes and errors 
Hasten death's untimely terrors, 

Tea send death upon me now ! 

* Is. liiL 7. 



I 

J 





I 

I 



100 DAWN or THE SECOND 



. CHAPTEE XVL 

A SPANISH PBOTESTAHT OHUBOE. 

186 8. 

jN a previous chapter was given a brief account of the for- 
mation of a Spanish Protestant Church in Gibraltar, 
'^ The communion of the Lord's Supper was shortly after 
openly celebrated there. The following letter from the 
Rev. Andrew Sutherland, giving an account of the first 
celebration of that ordinance, is interesting and afTecting. 

Mr Sutherland wrote : — " My chief object in writing ere 
this mail leaves, notwithstanding some interruptions, is to 
report through you to the Committee of the Spanish Evange- 
lization Society, that, in the providence of God, and by the 
blessing of his Spirit, an important step has been reached in 
our Spanish mission at Gibraltar. Yesterday (Sabbath) 
evening, at their usual hour of worship, I was privQeged to 
dispense the Lord's Supper to twenty-four individuals regu- 
larly attending Sefior Ruet's services, several of them heads 
of families, whd, in iMa way publicly proclaimed their protest 
against the novelties and superstitions of the Church of 
Rome. For several weeks they had been as catechumens 
under special instructions, an^ their character and conduct, 
as well as knowledge of Bible truth, approved of. I met 
with them a short time before, addressed them on the solemn 
responsibility of their position, and prayed with them that 
grace might be more and more given to make a good profes- 
sion before many witnesses. Friday last (in addition to the 
usual meetings on Tuesdays and Thursdays) was observed by 
a preparation-service, when, after a solemn and suitable dis- 
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course from Senor Ruet, those approved of as worthy of the 
privileges of membership met with me in the vestry, and, in 
accordance with the custom of the Waldensian church, Seiior 
Ruet, placing his right hand on the open Bible, asked if all 
and every one of those whose names were now read, solemnly, 
as in the sight of God, took this divine Word to be the only 
rule foi faith and practice, and separated themselves entirely 
and for ever from the Church of Rome. Several of them 
rose and held up their hands, and from all a distinct and firm 

* Si, Senor,* came forth as the reply. I then gave a short 
address and prayed ; after which I gave them the right hand 
of fellowship, and a communion card, or ' token of admission 
to the table of the Lord.' Senor Don Pablo Sanchez, the 
Spanish missionary, long supported by the kind large-hearted 
friend of gospel truth, John Henderson, Esq. of Park, was 
present, and I asked him also to engage in prayer for the 
Spirit's blessing. He and two others — ^members of the 
Spanish Methodist Church — -joined with us in the observance 
of this solemn feast. There was a good attendance in the 
church yesterday evening, but it would have been greater had 
the weather been more favourable^ for it excited some interest, 
that so many — and twenty of them for the first time — ^were 
in this solemn way professing Christ Jesus to be their only 
and all-sufficient Redeemer. 

"After sermon by Senor Ruet, from John, xviL 20 — 

* Neither pray I for these alone,' &c. — I read the warrant, 
and answered the question, ' What meaneth this service ? ' 
by reading the well-known passage, 1 Cor. xL 23, &c., and 
showing how far Rome had departed from the Scripture rule, 
and how, in all the arrangements, the Presbyterian Church 
sought to follow straitly the law by the great Lawgiver ap- 
pointed. 

" After prayer and a few words of exhortation, the com- 
munion elements were distributed — the cup taken away by 
Rome was restored to those who had come out from her pale, 
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and with the bread was also given. The concluding exhor- 
tation was given briefly by Senor Euet, a hymn was sung, and, 
after prayer, the congregation — ^who had with great attention 
and reverence been spectators of this first communion, thus 
observed by Spaniards on the Rock — ^was dismissed. Several 
afterwards came to the vestry to put down their names as 
anxious for further instruction; and the members, as if 
filled with thankfulness, expressed their happiness, and sho<^ 
heartily my hand when they left. This simple statement 
will, I doubt not, be sufficient to secure for these witnesses 
of the truth, amid much wickedness and discouragement, the 
earnest prayers of the Society, and of all who love the Lord, 
that they may witness a good confession, and adorn the doc- 
trine of the holy Jesus in all things. Watching and prayer, how 
greatly needed, that these and all professing Christians may 
truly be living epistles known and read of all men ! ' Come, 
O breath, breathe upon these slain, and they shall live.' " 

▲ SPANISH LABT. 

The following brief narrative is extracted from a com- 
munication which had been received from Sneor Vasquez : — 

" Since my last, we have lost one of our female converts. 
She was the sister of a rich man, who, from the beginning 
of the constitutional revolution, has embarked in large pur^ 
chases of national property. Unfortunately, he professes 
perfect indifference as regards both politics and religion - 
and yet he attends mass, and follows the torrent of hypocrisy. 
He has travelled much, having been twice in England and 
France. On one occasion, after talking to him in a friendly 
manner about religion, I presented him with a Bible ; but 
he refused to read it, observing that he was quite indifferent 
to all religions, and would not take the trouble of perusing 
the Scriptures. His sister, who was present — a very sensi- 
ble, enlightened, and unprejudiced lady — ^then took the Bible 
and promised to read it. I paid her a visit a month after, 
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when she told me that she had been greatly pleased with 
the book, having derived from its contents much useful, 
moral, religious, and historical information, which she did 
not possess before. Subsequently, I gave her many of our 
other books, which she perused with the same interest. One 
day she remarked to me, * What a pity it is that the world 
shoidd be labouring under so much error, superstition, and 
idolatry, when the Saviour has left us such a beautiful code 
of doctrines. I am now convinced of the great series of 
evils, which the Church of Rome has brought upon our 
country. Have the kindness to bring me some books, and 
I will endeavour to distribute them amongst my friends; 
but do not say a word of this to my brother.' I complied 
with her request. Shortly afterwards, I found that, through 
the teaching of the Holy Spirit, she had abandoned her 
brother's unbelief, and had sincerely embraced the true faith 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. I endeavoured, aided by her 
influence, to convince her brother of hiserror; and infideHty. 
Our combined efforts were useless; he persisted in his in- 
credulity and folly. Not long after, the lady, who was of a 
very deHcate constitution, became consumptive From that 
time, she devoted herself more and more to the study of the 
Holy Scriptures. When her brother and friends spoke to 
her about confession and the sacraments, she begged of them 
to desist ; stating that, believing firmly as she did in Ood, 
in his Son Jesus Christ, and in the Holy Spirit, she enter- 
tained the most sanguine hopes of salvation through the 
Bedeemer alone, without the muiomeries of the Eoman 
Catholic Church ; that if they wished it, the priest of the 
parish could visit the house, but only as a friend, and not to 
interfere with her conscience. She declared to her brother 
that she was prepared and resigned to die. She made her 
wHl, leaving all her property to him, and recommending her 
funeral to be of the simplest and humblest description 
possible. She left several donations to charitable institu- 
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tions, and did not forget her faithful servants. A few days 
after, the poor lady, sitting on her sofa talking to her 
servant, expired *Send for the priest!' exclaimed her 
brother, who was in the next room. It was too late for his 
useless services. 

" Then- the brother, to make up for the ajQEront to the priests, 
ordered the most splendid funeral ever seen in the city, 
though this was contrary to the will made by the deceased. 
This funeral cost four hundred pounds ; two-thirds of this 
amount went to the pockets of the priests." 

WOBK BT SENOB VASQUEZ. 

" Under the guidance of the Lord, I returned safe to 
town, after having accomplished my object, which was to 
diffuse the word of our Saviour in the city of Xeres. 
On the 15th, I met accidentally an old acquaintance from 
Gi-enada, who, from political motives, had left the latter 
place, and settled at Xeres. This man, though a staunch 
a^ti-papist, and a secret enemy to the priests, nevertheless, 
unfortunately, entertained no religious belief whatever. I 
did not hesitate to confide to him the object of my visit to 
Xeres. We soon entered into a friendly religious discussion, 
in which I had the advantage. Unwilling to attack, at 
once, his lax opinions, I gave him a copy of * Pruebas de la 
Verdad del Christianismo,' and a ' Preservativo,* both of 
which he promised to read. The following day I found him 
much more reasonable ; he asked me for a New Testament. 
Religions toleration being part of his democratical creed, he 
offered to co-operate with me in the circulation of the books. 
He accordingly accompanied me, during the night, to cir- 
culate my stock, pointing out to me the houses most suitable 
for that purpose. In this manner, amid the noise of the 
masquerades of the carnival, we disposed of eighteen New 
Testaments, twenty Gospels, six Preservativos, four Discus- 
siones, twelve Andres Dunn, sixteen Albas, and three Prue- 
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bas de la Yerdad. He kept four 'New Testaments, neatly 
bound, for his own friends. He thanked me most cordially 
for my religious advice, promising to read carefully the 
gospel, and to meditate on the doctrines of our Redeemer. 
Finally, on parting on the 18th, he accompanied me to the 
railway station, begging me to return soon to Xeres, better 
supplied with books. 

" The 18th at five o'clock, I was at Seville. The same 
afternoon, I dined with four officers. Three of them were 
former friends of my own, and pupils in the French language. 
Most of the officers belonging to the gentry of Spain are very 
intelligent and liberal men. Among them, I have carried 
on, though with great caution, a successful propaganda. The 
majority of the officers are anti-papists, and, on that account, 
our books were always much read among them, the chaplain 
included. Duiing dinner, I introduced religious matters; 
the officers asked me if I had any new books to give them, 
and I produced a single copy of the Alba, IV., which one 
of them read aloud after dinner by the fireside. In this 
privatQ reunion, the crafty Italian, and the Jesuits, were un- 
ceremoniously handled, whilst the doctrines of our Lord 
Jesiis Christ were extolled, Next day, I called twice on 
Senor Perez, but did not find him at home. This man, in 
the time of Espartero, was at the head of the committee of 
religious reformation at Madrid. He was very active in our 
cause, but unfortunately he is now involved in politics ; I, 
therefore, had made up my mind to act with great caution 
towards him. 

" I then visited Senor Zaboada, and found him quite re- 
conciled to the gospel. He asked me for a Bible ; I had 
none, but gave him one copy of the Pruebas de la Verdad, 
and one Alba, No. IV. 

" The 19th I arrived at San Lucai*. I distributed six 
New Testaments, ten Gospels, two Preservativos, two Andres 
Dunn, and one Pruebas de la Verdad. One hundred Gos- 
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pels could be immediately disposed of in that town, where 
the demand is great, as everywhere. Acting with caution, 
there is much less exposure at San Lucar and Puerto Santa 
Maria than at Seville, where ecclesiastical police has been 
recently strengthened, by what they call Casa de los Jesuitas, 
lately established, and a branch of the great convent at Loyola* 

" The 20th, I reached Cadiz again, and was there two 
days waiting for the steamer. At the hotel, there was a 
priest, an extremely ignorant man. We had a warm 
discussion. He would not allow me to speak of the 
Bible, and advised me to bum the Kew Testament that 
I showed him, observing that it came from the English 
heretics. The aversion of the Spanish priests to any* 
thing that savours of English, is at once observable. He 
advised me to read the Spanish Kew Testament, with 
notes, as recommended by the Pope. I replied that I did 
not require such notes, as I could judge for myself ; how- 
ever, if he would make me a present of the volume, I 
would peruse the notes. * You would not present me, in 
your turn,' said he, * with that book, which, you say, you hold 
in such high estimation.' * Why not f I replied ; ' the friend 
who gave this copy to me will, at my request, send me 
another.' * Such being the case, I accept your kind gift ; and 
the more gladly, as the text I have in the Latin language is 
almost unintelligible to me.' I gave him my copy, and we 
parted on the most friendly terms. At Cadiz, I left the re- 
mainder of my stock, namely, four New Testaments, six 
Andres Dunn, twelve Gospels, and about twenty Extracts. 

" You can have no idea how well the Spaniai^ receive 
the New Testament in its neatly bound form. Should tole- 
ration ever prevail in this country, hundreds of thousands 
could be easily sold at a reasonable price. But what could I 
•do with one hundred copies, when so many are wanted? 
This remark is applicable, likewise, to the Preservatives and 
Albas. 



REFORMATION IN SPAIN 107 

" In my absence, Mr Shaw, teacher of English, sent to my 
house a small parcel, containing three Bibles, six New Tes- 
taments, twenty Gospels, and a number of tracts, informing 
me that he would not annoy himself with the trouble and 
risk of circulating them. The parcel was left quite exposed 
in my apartment till my arrival. The following is the 
amount of books circulated since my return from Gibraltar 
and Cadiz : — 

** Six Bibles ; one Bible in French ; one hundred if ew Tes- 
taments ; six New Testaments in French ; ninety-two Gos- 
pels ; thirty-one Preservatives ; twenty-four Discussiones ; 
twenty-fire Extracts ; forty-seven Andres Dunn ; twelve 
Pruebas de la Yerdad j thirty Albas ; twenty tracts — fifty- 
five on hand. 

"If a similar circulation could be effected monthly in 
every town in Spain, we would soon bring about religious 
toleration. The priests at Cadiz and Seville have begun a 
fi-esh investigation with regard to this last circulation ; but 
this time I do expect that it will be difficult to find out the 
circulators. 

" Bonome has fully and cleverly fulfilled my instructions, 
which leads me to hope that he may be extremely useful to 
us here. I had advised him not to trust any one, and he 
has done so. He circulated, during my absence, nearly one- 
half of the books in the manner I had prescribed. He is in- 
telligent and active. 

" A new paper is at present in course of publication at 
Madrid, under the title of HI Democrata, It professes 
liberal principles. There have appeared in it several able 
and bold articles against the aristocrat-Jesuitical party, thus 
showing that liberal opinion is gaining ground. 

" The political state of the country is pretty much the sama 
The party in power, fully influencedby the French imperial 
court, and the servile triumvirate which surround the fickle 
queen, are pushing the reaction as far as they can ; whilst, 
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on the other hand, the liberal party, though less closely united, 
are not dormant. 

" Sunday last, I caused the colpoi^teur to spread adroitly two 
hundred El Amor de Dies in the ring of the bull-fight, at the 
time of the Encierro, which generally takes place before day- 
light, when the bulls are brought from the country. As the 
ring is open to all the people gratis, an immense crowd of all 
classes collect in the Plaza. The colporteur did as I recom- 
mended ; but, to my sui"prise, the tracts produced a very 
different effect to what I expected. When it began to be 
daylight, the colporteur perceived two or three groups of 
people reading and commenting on the tracts, and expressing 
their indignation against the priests, whom they supposed to 
be the authors of this trick, in order to deprive the people of 
their sport. They tore to pieces the tracts, crying — * Down 
with clerical canalla ! ! ! ' It must be borne in mind that 
brandy and wine are plentiful in those Encierros, or stables 
of the ring for shutting up the bulls.** 
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CHAPTER XVIL 

GLEANINGS. 
186 8. 

FRIEND wrote : — " Very many thanks for your kind 

promise of tracts in aid of our work. There seems to 

be every disposition on the part of the Spaniards to 

receive and to purchase tracts and portions of the 

Scriptures. I observe that our missionary very frequently 

sells Bibles and Testaments to Spaniards, and it is most im- 

poi-tant to forward this as much as possible." 

An earnest coadjutor wrote as follows : — " The state of 
my Spaniards is for the present stationary. We have souls 
who know the truth. There is in different places a little 
knot of Spanish Christians, who, seeking the salvation of 
their souls, give me joy, notwithstanding all the discourage- 
ments which attend upon such a position as mine. Thank 
you much for the interest you have manifested in my mission. 
May the Lord bless your efforts for the furtherance of his 
gospel, and may he hear the prayers we offer when we 
beseech him to awaken the nations, and to bring them to 
the knowledge of the eternal word, especially those dear 
Spaniards, who are in so sad and neglected a state ! " 

An agent wrote : — " A further donation of Spanish publi- 
cations will be thankfully received. The Gospels sent me 
some months since have all been distributed. They were 
most thankfully received by Spaniards ; and, in some cases, 
were eagerly sought after. During the last few months, we 
have had a good many Spaniards. I have met several, and 
every man has been supplied with a Grospel or tracts. On 
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Tuesday last, I met with a number of Spaniards, who gladly 
received tracts. One man applied for a Spanish Bible. 
Some occasionally purchase Testaments from me. But this 
place is not like others, where men receive their wages ; for 
here they do not like to ask their masters to advance money 
to purchase the Scriptures. Once and again some of them 
said, * I have no money, or I would be glad to purchase a 
Bible or Testament ;' then they gladly receive a Grospel. 
Day after day, I have found Spaniards reading the 
Gospels which I have given them. They have shaken me 
by the hand, and said, holding up the Gospel, 'ThLs be 
good, you be good man, because this be good book.* Occa- 
sionally I meet with pious persons going to Spain. I furnish 
them with a parcel of tracts or Gospels for distribution. So 
the good seed of the kingdom is being sown." 

A friend wrote as follows : — " I beg to inform you that, for 
the Word of God, &a, fomislied me by your Society, I found 
an enthusiastic reception (among Spaniards). I would gladly 
receive some more copies of portions of the Scriptures ; and 
those you sent, being well got up, and in good-sized print, 
seem most suitable. I have distributed far more Spanish 
books than you sent me, and a great many Portuguese. If 
you kindly send a parcel, the same aa you sent before, I can^ 
quickly dispose of them, and we must leave the rest to God." 

An agent wrote : — " Since I have been in this place, I 
have visited every Spaiiiard that has been here for the last 
eight months, and the tracts were most thankfully received. 
I have still some on hand, but the Gospels are gone long ago. 
If you will be so kind as to send a few more Gospels and 
tracts, I shall take care of them, praying that the Most High 
will bless the efforts of His dear children in Scotland, and in 
all the world." 

Another agent wrote: — "I presented them (Spaniards) 
with some Gospels, tracts, and others of your publications, 
but they took them very indifferently, not seeming to care 
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whetlier tliey received them or not ; but perhaps they will be 
more anxious when I pay them another visit. Theii* conduct 
was a contrast to that of other Spaniards, whom I supplied 
about a fortnight since, and who not only thankfully, but 
joyfully received the tracts. I gave fifteen persons a Testa- 
ment each. I shall not soon forget the gratitude expressed 
by the two principal Spaniards among them. I have like- 
wise supplied a number of Portuguese, within the last ten 
weeks, with bound portions of the Scriptures, and they are 
most anxious to get them to any extent." 

A Christian gentleman, labouring in the same caiise, 
wrote : — "The work among Spaniards here is now only begin- 
ning. "We had last evening twenty-one out at the service. They 
seemed to devour every word. Afterwards they got tracts 
and Testaments, at their own special request, and paid for 
ten of them. From their larger size, the poor fellows thought 
they were better, and contained more than the smaller ones. 
They almost cried with delight, and asked if there would be 
a service on next Friday evening. So great was their ear- 
nestness and anxiety, that the two friends present were sur- 
prised, and remarked that they had never seen anything like 
it before." 

A friend wrote : — " Since I last wrote, I have supplied a 
number of Portuguese with portions of Scriptui-e, &c., all of 
which were most thankfully received. I have likewise sup- 
plied Spaniards with portions of the New Testament, and 
other publications, which were received very thankfully. 
Some asked for Bibles. It is very .encouraging to see 
Spaniards so anxious to obtain the Word of God. May the 
Holy Spirit accompany the truth, that it may be the means 
of bringing them out of darkness into His marvellous light ; 
and that all your efforts may be crowned with abundant suc- 
cess, is my earnest prayer ! " 

A gentleman wrote as follows : — " M. Nogaret, of Bayonne, 
has no books or tracts to meet the numerous applications 
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fix>m Spaniards, who call at his house for them. Ton "will 
see, therefore, the necessity of no further delay on any ac- 
count, in despatching the publications at once from London." 

The same gentleman wrote : — " I received the parcel in 
due time, and another since. There will not, however, pre- 
sently be one too many. I have been giving away tracts. 
One Spanish gentleman asked me for a Bible. I offered him 
a Kew Testament, and he then asked for the Old also. I 
promised to bring a whole Bible the next day. He shook 
hands cordially with me, thanked me, and took tracts for 
himself and others. Yesterday I gave tracts, &c., to three 
other Spanish gentlemen, for themselves, and for men under 
them. In each instance, I was most graciously thanked. I 
have been reading to Spaniards my Spanish Grospel address. 
The Spanish gentleman whom I mentioned in my last was 
present. He seems to be a pious man. He said, of his own 
accord, that the Bible which I gave him, he intends to read 
to his men on Sundays. He gladly took some single Grospels, 
and a parcel of about a hundred tracts. When I suggested 
to him the necessity of caution, he replied that he would give 
them only to those whom he knew woidd appreciate them. 
I have given away a great number of books and tracts, and, 
in almost every case, they have been received with thankful- 
ness and joy." 

An agent wrote as follows : — " The box containing the 
Testaments in Spanish, came safe to hand yesterday. I 
should have been glad had they arrived a few days sooner, 
as there were many Spaniards very anxious to get the Scrip- 
tures complete. They had left before the books arrived; 
they were, however, well supplied with portions of the K^ew 
Testament, and your other publications. Many Spaniards 
have been here lately, several of whom were rather careless ; 
but the others were most anxious to obtain the books, and 
received them most thankfully. Some seemed acquainted witk 
your publications ; one man said, '^ El Alba, No. L, good, 
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good, good, very good." I trust the blessing of the Lord will 
accompany them, and make them an abundant blessing. 
Other Spaniards, I believe> have arrived this morning, and 
more are expected. I am very glad to have so large a supply 
of the New Testament complete, as these are more accept- 
able." 

A gentleman wrote : — " A friend of mine has lately re- 
turned from where he had been on a wedding-tour, for up- 
wards of a month. He visited a great many Spaniards, 
distributed tracts and Testaments, and was everywhere 
received with courtesy and joy by all. The chief anxiety 
seemed to be, to possess a copy of the * Biblia ' entire ; but of 
these, unfortunately, he had none, except one or two, and 
these he gave away readily. He also succeeded in collecting 
together in a room, a congregation of from twenty to thirty 
Spaniards, to whom he read a few chapters, and my Spanish 
tract, but was not sufficiently fluent to address them in their 
own language. He describes the poor fellows as most atten- 
tive, and all asking for * Biblias * after the service was con- 
cluded" 

A lady wrote : — " We have not many crews of Spaniards 
arriving, but those who have come have been visited, and 
they have thankfully received the little books of the Gos- 
pels and the tracts. Since I received your letter, I have been 

making inquiries about Senor . He is expected here 

about the end of February or beginning of March. You 
will probably wish, therefore, to send me a good supply of 
books and tracts, to be ready for his arrival, and perhaps 
you may wish to write to him yourself, and make more in- 
quiries respecting his Spanish friends ; or I could ask any 
questions you may think proper fco send me, as I hope to 
have an interview with him, which I could not accomplish 
during his last visit to Plymouth. 

" A young Spaniard, from South America, has been under 

our notice for several weeks. Unfortunately he can scarcely 

H 
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read well enough to understand, but he seems greatly to 
appreciate any effort made to read the Holy Scriptures to 
him. He comes from Chili He is very well conducted, 
and I entertain a hope that he may have come here for 
good. I am glad to say that a friend has lately supplied the 
captain of a crew, recently gone to the south of Spain, 
with Gospels and tracts. If there is anything to mention 
regarding them, on their return, I shall remember to trans- 
mit it to you." 

A gentleman labouring among British seamen wrote : — 
" Yesterday, on the distribution of tracts after preaching, I 
said to the crowd, ' I have no more now, excepting a few Span- 
ish ones, which are of no use to you / on which a Spaniard 
came forward and asked for some. I gave him one for himself, 
and three for his companions, with which he seemed much 
gratified. There were four Spaniards at the meeting on 
Friday night ; but, owing to a mistake, I did not know of 
it, and confined the address to the English who were pre- 
sent." 

An agent wrote: — "I have just supplied a number of 
Spaniards with Testaments, tracts, <kc., which were most 
gladly received. Several of them begged hard for Bibles, 
but especially one poor man. He said he had been thinking 
of it all the voyage, and was so glad he was coming to Bris- 
tol, as he hoped to get a Bible there. I misunderstood your 
note as to the Bibles being here forthwith, as it appears they 
will only leave in a day or two j and, as I have given my 
word to get one for him, I must buy one of Scio*s version, 
though with reluctance, as I should like the poor fellow to 
have a pure protestant version. If yours should come 
shortly, I will send one after him." 

The same agent wrote : — " With regard to the poor 
Spaniard of whom I spoke in my last, and who was so anxious 
to procure a Bible, as his vessel was to leave on Monday, I 
procured a Bible of Scions version on Saturday, and took it to 
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him. The gratitude of the poor man was quite affecting. 
He gladly paid the cost of it, and shook me heartily by the 
hand several times, saying, — * You do me good, good, good, 
very much good. Me thank you very much.' I have been 
affected to tears more than once, "when thinking of the cir- 
cumstance. I trust I do feel deeply humbled at my own 
unworthiness in being permitted to be, in the smallest mea- 
sure, instrumental in supplying these poor men with the 
word of life, and I earnestly pray that the Lord wiU ac- 
company his own Word with his life-giving Spirit, without 
which it will only be a dead letter." 

A gentleman wrote : — " On last Friday evening, a Span- 
iard was very desirous to have a Bible. He said he did 
not care for the priests, nor for imprisonment, but, above all 
things desired a Bible, and had not money to pay for it. At 
last I gave him one, and his joy knew no bounds. He kissed 
my hand, and the hands of two other persons, with delight ; 
he wrapped up the Bible in his bosom, under his vest. 
May the Lord bless the reading of it to him, and to his 
family ! " 

The same gentleman wrote : — " The Spaniard's case was 
very interesting, who longed so much for the Bible ; indeed 
I can give you no idea of his anxiety. On last Fiiday 
evening, we sang, * Jesus, Refuge of my Soul,' and * Rock 
of Ages.' I gave out two lines first in Spanish, then in Eng- 
lish ; we sang in English, and the poor fellows, of their own 
accord, joined in Spanish ; so that, if one of our English 
friends present had not had a good strong voice to keep all in 
time, we had surely gone wrong ; but, at the same time, it 
was most gratifying to hear them. On Thursday evening 
last, one of them came to buy three Testaments for himself 
and his companions. There is, however, one little company 
here who are bigoted, and have kept many, I doubt not, 
from the meeting, but usually they receive the tracts with 
'muchas gracias.' 
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" Grants are always acceptable, they do not cost the re- 
ceiver anything but thanks ; and so I shall be thankful for a 
grant of New Testaments. 'Andres Dunn* is about the 
best pioneer tract we have, and there were none in the box 
you kindly sent me — ^those which came before were all used. 
To those who are totally ignorant, our controversial and 
doctrinal tracts may be too strong, without a pioneer. Next 
Friday being Grood-Friday, and a great holiday with Eoman 
Catholics, we are to have service (D.V.) at three o'clock. 
A priest came to reconnoitre last Friday evening — ^he was 
too early, looked in, saw no Spaniard, and left ; they came in 
about ten minutes after, and thus escaped his observation. 
They appeared to be very glad of the hymn-books ; and 
every day they receive the tracts with 'muchas gracias' 
(many thanks.) The great thing they desire is * La Biblia * 
— ^not the New Testament, but the whole Bible. Could you 
at aU give me a grant of Bibles 1 ^ 

A. lady wrote : — " We have lately had a rather interest- 
ing crew from the north of Spain, detained here several 
weeks. Being Biscayans, they spbke and read the Spanish 
language but imperfectly ; however, they seemed thoroughly 
to understand it when read to them ; of doing so we had 
several opportunities, when they appeared to be very atten- 
tive and much interested. One Sunday afternoon, six of 
them came, by invitation, to our house, to have portions of 
the Holy Scriptures read to them. None of them had ever 
heard the Word of God before, except one, who had seen a 
Bible some time ago, and had read parts of it. One gentle- 
man had a Bible at home, which he purchased some years 
ago when in this country ; but he did not bring it with him, 
fearing it might be seized on his return. They gratefully 
received a Testament, and one of the portions of Scripture^ 
which was presented to each ; and all had some tracts given 
. them, besides little books to take to their children. When 
giving the Gospels, we were asked if we had any portion of 
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the Word of God for them in their native tongue, the Bis- 
cayan Basque, as they were much more familiar with it than 

' with Spanish ; but we had to answer .them in the negative, 

I which we much i-egretted. We have since inquired for such, 

but as yet cannot discover that any English Bible Society 
can furnish anything of the kind, which is a disappointment, 
as ship crews often come here from that province. We 
showed one gentleman of this company a specimen of his 
native language, given in * The Bible of every Land,* being 
the history of the Prodigal Son, from Luke xv., with which 
he was much delighted ; he took a copy of it with him. 
" Two others from another part of Spain have also been 

i here lately. We saw them here last spring, and supplied 

them with some of your Society's publications ; and now we 

I have given them some more, as they say there is a great 

I interest at home (in Spain) in these books and tracts, which 

their relatives and friends often borrow to read. One of 

I them told me that he and his wife and son read some portion 

from the Bible every morning and evening. A few Spanish- 
speaking negroes have just left this place for Africa, after a 

I stay of several days. All their knowledge had been acquired 

in a Roman Catholic country — where, indeed, there is but 
little observance of any religion ; they could not read, but 
had learnt, by some means, the Lord's Prayer and the Creed, 
and a few of the commandments. They were, however, un- 
acquainted with the Bible, chapters of which were often read 

I to them during their stay here, and opportunities taken to 

give them Christian instruction, to all of which they were 

( most attentive, and manifested the greatest confidence in 

[ those who were interested in their welfare." 

Senor Vasquez wrote : — " After paying the colporteur's 
arrears, and the carriage of the parcels which, God willing, 
will reach me in three or four days, we shall resume the cir- 
culation. This being done, unwilling to witness the un- 
pleasant noisy scenes which take place during the three days 
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of the approaching carnival, I have made up my mind to 
employ them in the work of the Lord. I shall, therefore, 
leave on Saturday for Cadiz, and pay another visit to Alicante, 
better provided with books than the last time I was there." 

K o T E. 

Our hands are full of the " Gleanings " of following 
yeai-s. Our pages, however, are already so filled up, that we 
cannot find space for the insertion of further matter under 
that head. Enough, however, has been given to show the 
character and progress of the Society's agencies and opera- 
tions during the dark and desolate years of Spain's political 
and spiritual bondage, and during which, Zion's labourers 
went forth, as it were, weeping, bearing and sowing "pre- 
cious seei" 

MISCELLANEOUS NOTICES. 

In January, the Committee authorized the printing of 
Gospels, and some of their publications at Bayonne and 
Toulouse, under the auspices of M. JN"ogaret. 

In March, the printing of tracts in Cadiz, Seville, or else- 
where in Spain, was authorized. 

In May, the employment of Bonome, as a colporteur in 
Seville, under Senor Vasquez, was sanctioned. 

In October, a proposal from the Bev. John Fumiss Ogle, 
to explore the field, and commence missionary work among 
Spaniards in Oran, Algeria, was received and accepted. Mr 
Ogle undertook this work, and carried it on for many years 
at his own personal expense. He likewise occasionally 
visited Spain, and largely and successfully circulated the 
Society's Scriptures and publications during these visits. 
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CHAPTER XVIH 

BVANGBLISTIO WOEK* 
18 5 9. 

fNDER the protection of Gk>d, I happily returned to Se- 
ville, bringing with me twelve Bibles and two New 
Testaments, besides another parcel which I sent direct, 
containing six Bibles and twenty New Testaments. 
The books I brought with me I left in charge of Quirell, to 
be forwarded to me to Seville, with about one hundred and 
fifty gospels which were lying in his possession. 

By this time, many converts who had emigrated from 
Seville to Gibraltar, in consequenc3 of the dreadful affair of 
the unfortunate Colonel Serra,. had returned to their homes. 
I exerted myself to dissuade them from their former political 
course, bringing before them the gospel of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. I reorganized a committee for circulation ; and 
most of the members of it offered me their services. I pro- 
vided them with books, they having lost those they had diuing 
their exile. 

In the meantime, a few Bibles and New Testaments more 
arrived direct from Glasgow, and 400 Albas from Gibraltar, 
sent, I believe, by Mr Alton. With this reinforcement, and 
the second edition of Andres Dunn, we were enabled to give 
A good pull to our circulation j and this we did, in face of 
determined opposition. The priests soon complained to the 
civil governor of this abuse ; and his Excellency set on foot 
the police. I caused the circulation to be suspended, warning, 
at the same time, our people. This suspension, together with 

* By S^or Vosqaex. 
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the arrival of 1000 El Amor de Dios, from Glasgow, and 
other tracts, caused the accumulation of a large stock in our 
store. I thought it advisable to leave Seville for a season. 
I therefore entrusted Bonome with the charge of my stock ; 
and directing him by word and writing, what plan he was 
to pursue, I started for Madrid via Malaga. At the latter 
place, I had several interviews with Villarazo, as likewise 
with Soto, and agreed with the latter for the printing of 
3000 Corderos, which, according to your order, was subse- 
sequently carried into effect. I then left for Madrid. 

Mr Alton having placed at my disposal all his store of 
books, promised to send, as I requested, one hundred New 
Testaments to Bonome, fifty to Quirell, and fifty more to 
Villarazo, to be kept at his disposal for Seville. Matters 
being thus settled to my satisfaction, I took a parcel of New 
Testaments, and embarked for Alicante. There I was kindly 
received by my correspondent and pious friend, Mr Kelly, 
who favoured me with very valuable information of what 
could be done in Alicante, taking Nicoli and Carthagena in 
my way, and other country towns, and offered me his sup- 
port ; but I preferred to follow my own plan of going to 
Madrid. 

A change of ministry having taken place, just on my 
arrival, I lost no time in' writing to our friends at Seville, 
with instructions to resume the circulation with fi*esh vigour, 
which they did. 

Just at this time, our stock had been increased with 3000 
Corderos, and a hundred Gospels, sent from Gibraltar ; but, 
thanks to God, our store could not be found out, such were 
my precautions before I left. This lesson rendered our 
people more cautious, but did not abate their exertions. 

Bonome tells me, in his last letter, of a young convert, 
twenty two years of age, belonging to one of the regiments of 
the garrison. This young man has devoted himself very 
closely to the study of the Holy Scriptures, and promises 
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to become a second Leon. Having taken lately a very 
active part in the propaganda, he was denounced to the 
chaplain of the regiment — a wild and ignorant man, as 
the generality of military chaplains in this country are. 
A religious discussion arose between the two, in which the 
chaplain had the worst part, and our friend was kindly 
and respectfully dischac^ed. 

As to the effect produced by our circulation in Seville, I 
may observe, that, besides the many converts we have made, 
our books have greatly contributed to dissipate the erroneous 
opinions regarding Protestants, which were entertained by 
the people, who, from the misrepresentations of the numerous 
priests, were held as heretics. Only ten years ago, the people 
of Seville were quite in the dark. Though they partake of 
the corruption of the times, they are much attached to their 
religious traditions. They are very proud of their splendid 
churches, and beautiful stations ; extremely fond of religi- 
ous shows and fetes, such as processions, jubilees, and splendid 
musical concerts in the temples ; but, at the bottom^ there is 
no true religious feeling. 

As yet I have not been able to procure an exact list of 
the number of our converts, I only know that many of 
them have sent to Ruet, in writing, a recantation of their 
former Catholic creed, stating their adhesion to the Presby- 
terian communion. Though in small numbers, they meet 
on Sunday for prayer and reading of the Bible ; and some of 
those who assemble, help in the circulation. 

In 1857, we sent to Bayonne one of our pious, active, 
and intelligent converts,* to help M. Nogaret, in his Spanish 
mission ; but, unfortunately, he was obliged to return to 
Seville in bad health, and died shortly after his arrival. 
Afber his death, all his family embraced the gospel of our 
Lord, and they now attend the private meetings. 

The ecclesiastical police at Seville, as everywhere, are 

* Don Manuel Pinto. 
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indefatigable in their efforts to prevent tl^e importation of 
books. Bonome writes me, that he is in great want of Bibles 
and New Testaments for the new converts. In my preced- 
ing letter, I told you of the number of Esperas and Appeals 
I had sent lately to Seville. An unavoidable accident hav- 
ing taken place with one of the parcels, but which was 
happily saved by the favour of God, I have /suspended -my 
remittances to Bonome for the present, and directed the last 
three parcels to Mr Baxter. By this time, therefore, we 
shall have in Seville 1500 Esperas, 1400 Appeals, and 80 
Confessions. The first two tracts have pleased very much, 
but the Confessions much more. 

FBOM SEVILLE TO MADBID. 

During this year, Senor Vasquez visited Madrid, and 
effected a large circulation in that city and neighbourhood. 
He likewise got printed an edition of 4000 copies of the 
Gospel of St Matthew. The superintendent of police, with 
whom Yasquez lodged, became very intimate and communica- 
tive with him, and daily confided to him the story of his 
ineffectual attempts to discover the disseminators of the pro- 
testant tracts, which were then being, he stated, so profusely 
circulated in the capital. Vasquez chose his quarters for the 
purpose of avoiding suspicion, the police force being under 
the express instructions of the government to discover the 
protestant culprits. Vasquez prudently kept his own coun- 
sel, effected his work, escaped suspicion, and duly returned 
to Seville. 

* In reference to his tour to Madrid, and his work in that 
city, we extract the following brief notice of it from one of 
Vasquez's communications : — 

I left Seville, by the sanction of my committee, and started 
for Gibraltar, where, having received a fresh supply of books, 
I started for Malaga, from thence to Almeria, thence to 
Cartagena, and then to Alicante, in each of which places, 
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I circulated more or less of the books supplied to me, and 
sent reports of the work to tiie committee from each place. 
At Alicante, I made the acquaintance of our worthy friend 
T. Kelly, Esq. (merchant), who gave me some important 
information, and famished me with 50 copies of Freservativo 
for circulation, which I took with me to Madrid. Whilst 
there, I made the acquaintance of Mr Green, who had already 
printed La Gon/esion, and who gave me a supply for circulatiom 
Here also I was commissioned by my committee to get 
printed 4000 copies of St Matthew's Gospel, besides other 
gospel publications, large quantities of which were sent to 
Andalusia. At this time, M. Frossard arrived at Madrid 
from France, and printed 4000 of his important circular 
addressed to Spaniards, treating upon the importance of 
reading the Bible, the circulation of which was entrusted 
to me. One thousand I distributed clandestinely in Madrid, 
and the rest I forwarded to Alicante and Andalusia. 

I returned from Madrid by the same course, visiting again 
Alicante, Cartagena, Almeria, and Cadiz, and finally arrived 
in Malaga. It was at this time that our colporteur Bonome 
brought Matamoros to my notice. 

WOBE AMONG SPANIARDS IN LONDON. 

The following communication is from an English mis- 
sionary, who has been the means of giving the knowledge of 
gospel truth U> many hundreds of Spaniards, by the Uving 
voice, and of still further spreading it among thousands and 
tens of thousands, by the circulation of the Society's Scrip- 
tures and tracts, during the four preceding years : — 

" In my ordinary evangelistic labours amongst Seamen, I 
am brought very much into contact with Spaniards, vary- 
ing from eight to thirty men in each ship's company. In 
June 1854, I was accompanied to one of these ships by a 
gentleman who spoke the Spanish language. The men, 
eight in number, eagerly received tracts, and said, * Now that 
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"we are in England, we intend to procure Bibles, tracts, &c. ; 
for we are sure that the priests only prohibit the circula- 
tion of religious books, in order' to keep us in ignorance of 
religious truths. They were subsequently supplied with 
Bibles ; and, during their stay in London, were frequently 
visited and supplied with religious books. The interpreta- 
tion of their statements, together with the sincerity of ex- 
l^ressioD, was the means, under God, of first inspiring me 
with a desire to acquire a knowledge of their language. 
This knowledge is now obtained ; so that I am able to read, 
explain, and enforce that blessed truth, which is ' the power 
of God unto salvation to every one that belie veth.* 

"There are generally from twenty to one hundred 
Spaniards in London, few of whom have occasion to stay 
longer than three or four weeks ; so that I am constantly 
meeting with new faces. While here, they are supplied with 
your Society's books and Bibles, hear the gospel message, 
and, it is believed, return to theii homes, intent on applying 
themselves to a candid search after truth. Indeed, the 
opportunities for reading and circulating the Scriptures have 
been so numerous and encouraging, as to force me to the con- 
clusion that the efforts cannot have been in vain. 

" I need scarcely say, however, that many objections exist 
in the Spanish mind against Protestants, all of which it is 
necessary to meet, before we can gain their confidence. I 
have frequently been told by them that Protestants are infi« 
dels, because they do not believe in God ; but, on reading 
from Scripture, and selections from your books, their view 
of the matter is changed ; and their own minds, at the same 
time, are instructed in the glorious doctrine of salvation by 
feith in our Lord Jesus Christ. 

"There is scarcely any necessity to direct attention to 
those portions of truth which predict the apostacy of Kome. 
Their minds are already too much embittered against it by 
the conduct of the Pope aod priests, to need any further argo- 
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ment. Only a few weeks since, a Spanish gentleman, of 
considerable influence in Bilboa, said he loved religion, and 
he loved the Bible, but could not submit to the confession 
required by the church ; nor had he ever allowed any of his 
six daughters to do so ; because he believed it to be inimical 
to all the laws of social and religious society. A Spanish 
captain told me, that, although all his family were Catholics, 
none of them were favourably inclined to it ; because they 
love to read the Bible, which is prohibited by the Church. 
On his last visit to London, he had taken away six Bibles for 
members of his family, and this time he wished for two more 
— one for himself, and another for his sister. The crew 
were also supplied with four Bibles, and several copies of 
Gospels. 

"On boarding the * Jovellanos,* I met with twelve 
Spaniards, whose religious libi*ary did not extend beyond two 
missala They received our books very thankfully, and 
several expressed a wish to purchase Bibles. It was on this 
occasion an acquaintance was formed with the captain, who 
is a most interesting man. The questions he asked mani- 
fested a thoughtful mind. Among other things, he was very 
anxious to know why the priests do not allow them to have 
the Bible 1 This seemed to pei7)lex his mind veiy much ; 
but, on a subsequent visit, it was no longer a mystery to him ; 
for, meantime, he had read * Andres Dunn,' and had written 
out what appeared to him the most important portions. On 
each subsequent visit, I became increasingly interested in him. 
He was frequently reading the Bible, and his mind appeared 
opening to the reception of religious truth ; and, may it 
not be hoped that ere this, that precious volume may have 
led him to Christ for salvation] When this steamer 
left, they were supplied in all with seven Bibles and other 
religious books. 

"On visiting the ship 'Anna,' I found ten Spaniards. 
After long conversation and reading, the mate wished me to 
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bring him a Bible. On the following day, T took him one. 
He invited me into his apartment, and there begged of me 
to tell him what there was in the Bible to cause the priests 
to prohibit the reading of it. I assured him that 1 knew no 
reason, except that it condemned the practices and doctrines 
of their church ; but that I knew many reasons why it ought 
to be read. First, because it is God's Word ; and, secondly, 
because St Paul saith, *The Holy Scrijptures are able to 
make thee wise unto salvation.' He was deeply thankful 
for this visit, and placed markers at almost every passage 
of Scripture read to him. He remained in London about 
six weeks, during which time he was visited very frequently, 
and the Scriptures were read on every occasion. Several 
times he had found portions of Scripture which he wished to 
have explained to him. When he left London, he said he 
should ever be thankful for my attention to him ; for he 
had learned so much about religion that he should never 
forget it. Hopes are entertained that these labours were 
blest to this man, and that in the end we shall see that he 
was a brand plucked from the burning. 

* On calling at the house of Senor Pedro de Cruz, I was 
informed that a Spaniard 'was in an upper room, very ill, 
having broken his leg by a falL On entering his room, I 
found it to be Senor Basque, whom I had visited three weeks 
ago at Victoria Dock. He was greatly pleased at seeing me, 
and said he shoxild have sent for me, but did not know my 
place of residence. When he stretched out his hand to me, 
I was pleased to find in the bed by his side the copies of St 
Lucas, Breve Devodonario and El Alba, There were two 
other Spaniards in the room. After a long conversation, I 
took out my Testament, and read to them the account of the 
prodigal son. I was pleased to find how familiar the afflicted 
man was with the narrativa He frequently interrupted me 
by telling his companions what was coming in the next 
verse. I endeavoured on this occasion to show Gk>d's great 
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willingness to receive returning sinners ; after which, prayer 
was offered, and, I trust, all were impressed. I saw him 
again a few days afterwards, when he exhibited the same 
teachable spirit. I bade him farewell some time afterwards, 
entertaining hopes that our books and teaching will be owned 
of God to his conversion to the Lord. 

" Two very interesting Spaniards were accosted in Ratcliff 
Highway. After some conversation, one of them began to 
open his mind freely to me, and said he wanted a Bible, and 
should like some conversation with me. In the afternoon of 
the same day, they both came to my house. I read to them 
from the Scriptures, also the tract, QiLe es el Evangelic, In 
this way two hours were spent, during which time their 
attention seemed riveted to the truth. They left my house, 
thankful for the instruction, and begged me to call on 
them on board the * Alice,' where 1 should find a hundred 
and fifty others of their countrjrmen. On the following day 
I travelled to their ship, and circulated amongst them forty 
Eva/ngelio8,6£tyF'rueba8 de la Verdad,&nd two hundred Albas, 
and other tracts. It would be impossible to describe the 
many interesting conversations held with them. They were 
most eager to yeceive the books, and listened with encourag- 
ing attention to the gospel message while delivered. On a 
subsequent occasion, six of these men were supplied with 
Bibles, accompanied by an exhortation to read them dili- 
gently. It would be impossible to calculate the amount of 
good effected by these efforts. Eternity only will unfold it. 

PBOOBESS IN 185 9. 

We have no space for extracts from the Beport of 1858. 
The following is extracted from the Committee's Report for 
1859 :— 

" The efforts of this Society have been continued during 
the last year with no small evidence of good fruit. The 
Spirit of God, while working mightily in various quarters 
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both at home and abroad, has not left Spain without tokens 
of His gracious influence. From the peculiar circumstances 
of that country, it is not easy to trace minutely the connec- 
tion between the work done, and the spiritual results. It is 
still more difficult for the Committee to publish those parti- 
culars of which they are themselves cognizant, without 
endangering the interests of Christ's cause, and putting its 
adherents to unnecessary hazard in the midst of the popish 
population. The vigilant eye of Home and Jesuitism is 
fixed upon every protestant movement. And nothing can 
appear before the public in Great Britain, which will not be 
turned to as much account as possible for the suppression of 
protestant truth abroad. 

" Besides their agent in Gibraltar, and the services, in a 
portion of the world not far from Spain, of a gentleman 
devoted to the cause,* who has contributed as much to the 
fimds as he has drawn out of them, the Society has, during 
the past year, employed five paid agents. Their gratuitous 
agency for the circulation of the Scriptures, and of our publi- 
cations in the Spanish language, has continued to be exten- 
sive and valuable. The spread of evangelical tracts and 
books is still the chief means for bringing the gospel to bear 
upon the hearts of sinners, in countries where to preach the 
gospel, or to assemble for the purpose of hearing the exposi- 
tion of its truths, is treated as a crime of the highest magni- 
tude. The circulation, during 1859, has been 38,702. The 
circulation of Bibles, Testaments, and portions of Scripture, 
during that year, has been 6108. The Committee have 
succeeded in accomplishing the object, of having some of 
these publications and portions of the Scripture printed 
abroad. 

" By constant attention to the aim of the Society, and by 
watchfulness for every opening, the Committee have good 
reason to know that the light of heavenly truth has been 

* The Rev. John Fornias Ogle in Oran. 
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largely making its way among those previously blinded 
through popish tyranny and superstition. One great proof 
of much going on for good is to be found in the increasing 
jealousy of the priesthood. The case of Escalante, recently 
before the British public, although he was not an agent of 
this Society, is a manifestation of the alarm which the exer- 
tions of this and other societies have given to the Church of 
Rome in Spain, The leaven of the pure Word of Life is 
finding its way to many a comer and to many a family of 
that land. A spirit of resistance to the religious tyranny 
under which it groans, is secretly at work. In some quarters 
this spirit has more of a political cast. In others, it has 
more of a religious character. But the signs of God's own 
hand may be seen for spiritual good. Therefore, the priest- 
hood are becoming jealous of every man, however innocent 
or loyal, of whom it can be alleged or suspected that he has 
done anything to favour the movements which they dread. 
The Committee have heard of another case besides that of 
Escalante, and symptoms of active persecution are becoming 
stronger and more marked. 

** The Committee have already had* very peculiar means of 
information as to their work in Spain, its prospects, and its 
dijQEiculties. Those means of information have been superior 
to any within their reach in former years, but they are not 
at liberty to specify them in their Report. They may state, 
however, that the result has been to enlarge their view of 
I what is going on; to give them a better appreciation of 

I many of their agencies ; and to impress them with a special 

sense of the ability wherewith they are superintended and 
carried on. 

"There can be no question that, both at home and 
abroad, Spaniards, who have hitherto been ignorant of the 
truth as it is in Jesus, are glad to avail themselves of the 
light which this Society is the instrument of furnishing. 
The Committee could publish many instances of this, were it 

I 
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expedient to do so. But they are compelled to refrain, and 
again to ask for a measure of confidence from the subscrihers, 
which could not reasonably be expected, were it not for 
those strong considerations which prevent them from st-ating 
particulars, either in regard to the operation of their Tarious 
agencies, or the good fruits that have appeared." 

MISCELLANEOUS NOTICES. 

Towards the close of this year, Senor Yasquez visited 
Edinburgh. At a meeting of Committee held on 2d De- 
cember, Vasquez, who was present, was introduced. He 
gave a full and interesting statement of the progress and 
then present state of the work of evangelization in Spain, 
80 far as he was engaged m it, and so far as it had 
come under his observation. After hearing it, and his 
answers to various inquiries on the subject by members of 
the Committee, the meeting was unanimously of opinion, 
that this statement was most satisfactory, and the work most 
important. The Committee thanked Seiior Vasquez for his 
visit to this country, and his undertaking a voyage at that 
season of the year, in order to communicate to them the in- 
teresting information which he had given. 

The inclemency of the weather, and the state of Vasquez* 
health at the time, compelled him to remain during the win- 
ter months in Edinburgh. Ever after, he referred to this 
sojourn in Edinburgh among his Scotch Christian friends, 
and especially to the visit of one month to the late lamented 
Sheriff Jameson, a member of Committee, as a period which 
had been peculiai'ly blessed to his own soul. 

Other labourers now entered upon the field of Spain. 
Encouraged by the successful work of the Scotch Society, 
Christian ■ brethren in Paris,— viz., MM. Fisch, Monod, 
Roussel, Frossard, and others, formed a committee for the 
evangelization of Spain. This comipittee deputed one of 
their number (M. Frossard) on a missioii of inquiry to 
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Spam. In Madrid, he met with Senor Vasquez, and both 
conjointly laboured in advancing the interests of the gospel 
cause. 

About this time, also, the British and Foreign Bible 
Society re-entered the ' field, by employing Escalante, and 
sending him to Cadiz, for the sale and distribution of the Scrip- 
tures. Shortly after, while engaged in this work, Escalante 
was seized and imprisoned by the Spanish authorities. In 
reference to this, Vasquez wrote : — 

" Escalante arrived from Gibraltar with a large supply of 
New Testaments. His arrival with these Testaments was 
known by the police, who at once went to his lodgings in 
search of them ; but which, fortunately, I had already con- 
veyed to my own house, and thus eluded their vigilance." 

It will be recollected that this case of persecution created 
at the time a great sensation in this country and elsewhere. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

DON MANUEL LEOV. 
18 5 9. 

jON Manuel Leon was, we believe, a native of Seville. 
He was one of those who were savingly brought to the 
knowledge of the truth in the early years of the Society's 
work in Andalusia. From zeal and interest in the cause 
of the gospel, he was soon earnestly engaged as a labour of 
love, in spreading the knowledge of Christ among his towns- 
men and others. His labours were attended with such 
acceptance and success, that he currently received the name 
of " El Propheta " (the prophet) ; and, though many years 
have passed since his death, he is at this day better remem- 
bered in Seville as "El Propheta " than by his own name. 

The work of Leon in advancing the cause of the gospel, 
did not escape the eagle eyes of the priesthood ; and, on the 
accusation of circulating the Scriptures, and what were 
termed " other bad books," he was four times imprisoned, one 
of the periods extending to ten months. He was on all these 
occasions associated with robbers and assassins in the prison, 
and subjected to much cruelty by the gaoler ana chaplain. 
The following is an account of one of his examinations be- 
fore the judge : — 

Question, How did you come to the possession of the diffe- 
rent irreligious books found in your room 1 

Answer, In my opinion, your lordship, the judge, has no 
i-eason to call irreligious books, the Holy Scriptures, nor those 
controversial books, such as Preservativo, Andres Dunn, Frue- 
bos de la Verdad del Christianismo, and other tracts wliich 
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irere taken from me. Such books were sent to me from 
God, whose mercy has chosen me, that I should spread and 
preach the gospel of his beloved Son, Jesus Christ, among 
my fellow-creatures, who are laboui*ing under the grossest 
ignorance of the true religion. 

Q. What do you understand by true religion 1 

A. The gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, free from those 
foims, errors, and superstitions introduced by the Church of 
Brome. 

Q, How can you accoimt for God having chosen you for 
that mission ? 

A. , Because I feel myself moved to it by the Holy Spirit. 

Q. Do you acknowledge to have circulated in town some 
of these prohibited books ? 

A, I do, and would have circulated many more. Bibles and 
New Testaments in particular, if I had been able to get them. 

Q, It has been reported that you were paid for that task. 

A, False. Please to produce the proof of such calumny. 

Q. Were you not aware that, by circulating such books, 
you were acting against the Boman Catholic Church, and 
infringing the laws of the country ? 

^. I do not acknowledge such a church; and, as to the 
laws alluded to, I take upon myself the responsibility. I 
think that, by circulating the Word of God, I have acted 
conscientiously, and in accordance with the command of the 
Lord. " Go ye therefore," said the Lord to his disciples, 
'^ and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Teaching 
them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded 
you ; and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the 
world." I assure your lordship, that whatever the conse- 
quences of this unjust persecution may be, and in whatever 
position God may be pleased to place me, I shall not desist 
from my purpose of circulating, if I can, the gospel of our 
Lord Jesus Christ." 
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Leon then made several quotations from the Old and New 
Testaments, which astonished the judge and the clerks, or 
eacribcmos, 

Q. Are you acquainted with two workmen called 
Elcurrito and Zuanitol (Two conyerts who were under 
instruction for the propaganda). 

A, I am, and have been instructing them for some time 
back in the true religion of our Lord Jesus Christ ; and, if 
I could, I would extend this benefit to many other friends ; 
but, being obliged to earn my bread by the sweat of my 
brow, I cannot comply with the many applications for religi- 
ous instruction which have been made to me. 

Q, How do you account for the 120 copies of Andres 
Dunn found in your rodm ? Whether were they sent to your 
house by some friend at Seville, or received by you from 
Gibraltar ? 

A, I cannot tell. I found them one evening unexpectedly 
in my bed-room, brought, no doubt, by some messenger sent 
by the Lord. 

Q, Axe you aware of the existence of a secret committee 
of propaganda in Seville, with whose members you are 
charged, or accused, of being connected ; and what are their 
names ? 

A, I am ignorant whether such a Junta (committee) has 
ever existed. 

Q. Are you acquainted with a man of the name of Biaco, 
at Cadiz ? Do you know or suspect whether the books circu- 
lated in Seville came from that quarter, sent by said Bisoo, 
or from any other quarter, or any individual ? 

A, I cannot answer the question, and the more so as Bisco 
is unknown to me. 

Q, Are you acquainted with Bonome % 

A, I have been long acquainted with him. 

Q, Did you know or hear that said Bonome was connected 



REFORMATION IN SPAIN. 135 

with the Jv/nta of propaganda mentioned above, and had 
been engaged in the circulation of irreligious books ? 

A, I have already declared that I am not aware of the 
existence of such Juntay and therefore cannot answer the 
question. 

Q, Do you know, or have you heard, that there is in 
Seville a great dep6t of Bibles and New Testaments, hand- 
somely bound, sent from Gibraltar, which Bibles and New 
Testaments were distributed gratia to the people? 

A, I cannot tell. 

A private correspondent at Seville observed, that from 
the declaration and examination of this convert, the judge 
concluded that he was one of the many Protestants of the 
present time, having a great dose of enthusiasm and fana- 
ticism, together with a deep knowledge of the Scriptures, 
and was a good man. Leon was discharged. 

The health of Leon, from his frequent and rigorous im- 
prisonments, having completely given way, he, shortly aftei* 
his fourth imprisonment, at the time of the Matamoros per- 
secution, died a true martyr to the cause of the gospel* 
His memory is to this day held in great respect by the Pro- 
testants in Andalusia. 

* He was attended on his dying bed by Abeza, one of the original members of the 
Protestant Church in Seville, and now an agent of the Society under Senor Cabrera* 
Sevilie, and an elder in his congregation. 
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CHAPTER XX. 

THE POPISH PBESS. 
18 5 9. 

jN a previous article, entitled " General Progress of the 
Work in 1857," and consisting of extracts from the 
^ previously published Report of the Society, it is shown 
that the deeply important operations of the Committee 
were partially suspended, during a portion of that year, 
in consequence of the exhausted state of the funds. The 
entire income of the Society, amounting that year to 
£727, lis. Id., was but a small sum with which to sus- 
tain several Spanish missionaries, labouring in different 
parts of the Peninsula, and a book and tract circulation 
among Spaniards of above 60,000 yearly. And yet the 
Society, with its most limited income, duiing the four 
brief years of its existence, had, up to the year 1859, 
effected a work in Spain, which moved the Spanish hierarchy 
to most vigorous efforts, to constrain the Spanish govemmenti 
to adopt stringent measures, for staying the plague of here- 
tical propagandism, by which, they affirmed, Spain might be 
speedily lost to the Roman faith, if not arrested in its pro- 
gresa " Spain is shut up," was said on every side. " There 
is no entrance for the gospel into Spain,*' was repeated again 
and again. The Roman Spanish priesthood knew better; 
and, hence their unceasing bitter denouncements of the suc- 
cess of the English propaganda in the leading Jesuit journals 
of the day. A charge from the Bishop of Cadiz appeared 
in La Cruz, a Jesuit journal published in Seville. It was 
introduced with the following editorial notice : — 

" The illustrious Bishop of Cadiz, as zealous as he is wise. 
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and whose eloquence is equal to his virtues, has published the 
following two remarkable documents." 

The charge, which is one of these documents, is headed 
thus : — 

CHABOS OF THE LOBD BISHOP OF CADIZ IN OBDEB TO 
STOP THE CIBCULATION OF BAD BOOKS. 

The following is a literal translation of extracts from the 
Charge : — 

" The enemy of mankind desists not from his infernal task 
of sowing tares in the field of the great Husbandman ; and 
to us it belongs, as sentinels of the advanced post of the house 
of Israel, to sound the alarm, lest his frauds and machinations 
should prevail. We say this, because we have lately read, 
with profound grief, in a certain periodical recently published, 
that the Protestant Bible Societies and Associations for the 
distribution of bad bqoks, are redoubling their efforts for in- 
oculating our Catholic Spain with the venom of their errors 
and destructive doctrines, selecting, in particular, our re- 
ligious Andalusia as the field of their operations. Although 
we purpose hereafter to deal more fully with this important 
matter, yet we would not, beloved of our diocese, lose one 
instant in warning you of the danger, seeing that to our 
keeping is intrusted, by divine and ecclesiastical right, the^ 
custody of the sacred deposit of faith and evangelical doctrilie, 
m conformity with the apostolic command, 1 Tim., chapter 
vi., and 2 Tim., chapter i., and the Decree of the Council of 
Trent. And this vigilance is so much the more necessary in 
our day, inasmuch as the authors and propagators of evil 
doctrines, aim at attacking religion and society at one and 
the same time, making iise of hooks as their artillery for 
battering down, if it were possible, both of these solid edi- 
fices. . . . We exhort you, beloved of our heart, to fly 
from, and resist these bad books ; and that you may not be 
seduced or surprised into error, we order and dispose as 
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follows: — 1st. Our fellow-labourers, the parochial clergy, 
shall watch, with the greatest care and diligence, lest there 
should be introduced among their respective flocks, any books 
or pamphlets which treat of matters of religion. . . . 
2d. They, the parochial clergy, shall keep an eye upon those 
who are distributors of these kinds of books, . . . and 
let an account be rendered to us of everything which may 
have been observed or ascertained by them in these particu- 
lars. 3d. The said clergy shall, in their pastoral exhortations 
at high-mass and at vesper-service, impress upon their flocks 
the imperative obligation to which they are subject, of re- 
fraining from the perusal of bad books, as also of delivering 
up any, which they, either through ignorance or wickedness, 
may have in their possession. . . . 4th. The clergy 
aforesaid shall remit to us whatever prohibited books they 
may be able to lay hands on, in order to our causing them 
to be publicly burned." 

The following appeared in the Iberia, a Madrid news- 
paper : — 

" It appears that the protestant propaganda continues to 
introduce its publications into our country, and that, gener- 
ally by the way of Gibraltar, for they are distributed in 
Algeciras, St Roque, and Los Barrios, as appears by the post- 
office marks." 

The following was also given in another Madrid news- 
paper : — 

"Our Seville correspondent informs us that, notwithstand- 
ing the terrible chastisement which the enemies of order in 
that capital received during the past year, on occasion of the 
late change of ministiy, the revolutionary spirit was about 
being revived, various seditious and incendiary writings 
having been circulated, imported from Portugal ; whilst, on 
the other hand, the protestant propaganda had infested the 
whole of Catholic Seville with Bibles and other pernicious 
books. Not many days ago, there were likewise circulated 
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in this capital, various pamphlets of an irreligious* character, 
and others were received by post, bearing the stamps of St 
Roque, Algeciras, Cadiz, Seville, and other offices, leading it 
to be supposed that the propagandists have their agents in 
several places. The ecclesiastical authority, which watches 
unceasingly for the union and preservation of the apostolic 
Roman Church, has succeeded in collecting a ceiiiain number 
of seditious publications, containing attacks upon Christian 
morality, and the sacred person of our Holy Father (the Pope); 
but all the unaided efforts of the clergy, and of faithful 
Christians, will only be shattered and destroyed against the 
machinations of the propagandists, if the supreme govern- 
ment of her Majesty, to whom is intrusted the preservation 
and protection of the holy religion of the state, does not 
speedily issue definite and decided orders to the governors of 
provinces, constraining them to use all vigilance, and to pro- 
secute, and chastise, with all the rigour of the law, every im- 
porter and distributor of the above-mentioned pubHcations 
and pamphlets." 

Another Madrid newspaper wrote as follows : — 
" There have been lately sent by post, from Seville to 
various persons in this city, several copies of * Bl Alba,* a 
periodical professing to be for instruction. This heretical 
publication, which attacks directly the Catholic religion, 
vilifying the clergy, and turning into ridicule the most 
sacred ceremonies and precepts of the Church, has evidently 
for its object the introduction of Protestantism into our 
country ; and, the better to insure a general perusal of its 
infamous pages, it is offered to be sent gratis to those who 
cannot afford to subcribe for it ; and, in a note at the end of 
the paper, directions are given where it may be procured in 
the capital of England. This is not the first time that this, 
and other publications of the same class, have been received 
in Madrid j but, seeing, that now a new attempt is making, 

* By this the writer means evangelical. 
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and seemingly with more eagerness, to scatter them among 
the incautious with increased publicity, we make the matter 
known to the authorities, in the hope that -they will, on their 
part, make use of the more than sufficient means at their 
command for putting down, with a strong hand, this evil, 
which may be fraught with such horrible consequences to 
Catholic Spain." 

The following also appeared in another Spanish news- 
paper : — 

"The ^ Alba,* the corrupted Bibles, clandestine pamphlets, 
and newspapers, are not the only means which error employs 
for sowing its pernicious seed in the Catholic soil of Spain ; 
by tracts, by various reviews, and even by the articles at the 
bottom of the religious political periodicals published in 
Madrid, it has introduced its deadly venom. 

" Some time ago, we observed how some of our colleagues 
in the press were tending. The government, and nothing 
but the government, is the really responsible party for these 
infractions of the fundamental laws of the realm, which 
establishes religious unity in Spain, as well as for the eluding 
with impunity the penal laws, and printing regulations rela- 
tive to this subject. 

" Before now, we have hinted the necessity of our deciding 
to attack this evil, indicating the means by which, in our 
opinion, its pernicious effects could be prevented. It would 
giieve us to be obliged, a third time, to call your attention 
to so important a subject. E-eligion is the foundation of 
civil order ; and the attacks directed against this corner-stone 
give a shock to the whole social edifice. Of more import- 
ance, infinitely more, is it, therefore, to proscribe errors in 
religious matters than in those of politics, even looking at 
the question only as a question of government. 

The following notice appeared in the Edinburgh Witness^ 
of 22d September : — 

" Some disturbances having taken place at Pinta^ in Spain, 
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on tlie occasion of a religious f(^te, the Espana ascribes them 
to protestant agents, and denounces the different religious 
societies in England." 

The following appeared in another number of the Wit- 
ness: — 

" The Spanish provincial papers nearly all contain com- 
munications from different parties, alleging that they are 
continually receiving by post, or by other public conveyance, 
protestant tracts in the Spanish language, printed in Lon- 
don. * This onslaught against the established religion of the 
country, has not failed (says the Morning Herald) to cause a 

sensation in the realm The subject of protestant 

propaganda by means of protestant tracts, is one upon which 
there is a sort of unanimity of the press— ^a unanimity 
which has shown itself in general reprobation of the pro- 
paganda alluded to.* " 

In regard to the unanimity of the Spanish press, as above 
alluded to, in reprobating the protestant propaganda, it 
must be borne in mind, that only the Jesuit organs were then 
permitted to give expression to their views in the matter of 
religion. All liberal newspapers, friendly to the cause of 
Protestantism and the Gospel, were at that time silenced. 

With such testimonies from the lips of the enemy, who 
can fail to perceive that the cause of the gospel was at that 
time progressing in Spain 1 But, if the statements of friends 
to the cause be taken into account, there was then every 
ground for the expectation, that protestant congregations 
would spring up in many parts of Spain, and a general and 
wide-spread reformation speedily bless and gladden that 
hitherto papacy-stricken land, as soon as the blessed boon of 
liberty of worship should be granted to the country. Many 
of the people were then struggling and contending for this, 
their heaven-born right ; and, from the gathering strength of 
these advocates of religious liberty, it was hoped that the 
day of spiritual emancipation might not be far distant. 
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CHAPTER XXL 

THE 8T0BT OF MATAHOBOS. 
18 60. 

jS will be seen from the previous chapters, the attention 
of the Committee of the Edinburgh Spanish Evan- 
gelization Society had been, previous to the persecution 
in Andalusia in 1860, specially directed to that pro- 
vince of Spain, as presentiag more than usual facilities for 
the progress of the truth. 

The head-quarters of their agent, Senor Vasquez, was 
Seville j and from that city he operated more or less in the 
way of circulating the Society's publications, including the 
Scriptures, throughout the whole of Andalusia. This agent 
likewise travelled, as has been seen, from city to city, in the 
prosecution of his work. 

In Malaga especially, the cause spread rapidly through 
means of the circulation there. 

Numerous professed converts to protestantism rallied round 
Vasquez, and aided him more or less in the work of distribu- 
tion. As the circulation extended, the progress of the truth 
advanced, and ultimately a church was formed in Malaga, or, 
as the converts themselves termed it, a " Junta." A room, 
as a place of meeting, was secured, and a seal was engi*aved, 
by which they represented themselves as "The Reformed 
Church of Malaga." All their letters and papers were in 
the fore-front stamped with this seal, which was about the 
size of half a crown, but oblong, with various devices em- 
blematic of the light they had received from the sacred page. 
Other similar churches were formed. 
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The demand for books from Malaga, and from converts in 
various other cities in Andalusia, was so great, that a 
sufficient number could not be introduced into the country 
to supply it. To meet this want, two editions of 3000 each, 
of "Andres Dunn," were successfully printed in Seville, 
under the superintendence of Vasquez, and circulated through- 
out the ei^tire province. 

Among the converts from popery in Seville, was one 
young man, Don Manuel Matamoros* (who was there at that 
time with his regiment), into whose hands a copy of " Andres 
Dunn " had fallen, which appeared to be the means of lead- 
ing him to discover, and to abandon the errors of the E-omish 
Church. The colporteur, Bonome, was also useful to him, 
and introduced him to Vasquez, on the return of the latter 
from Madrid. Matamoros afterwards paid a visit to Gib- 
raltar, and received increased spiritual enlightenment from 
the committee's agent there, 

Vasquez and Matamoros were soon associated in the most 
intimate, confidential, and affectionate intercourse. The 
zeal and enthusiasm of Matamoros for the further advance- 
ment of the cause, attracted and interested Yasquez, and his 
frequently expressed desire to be engaged as an agent of the 
Edinburgh Society, still more enlisted his interests in the 
young man. * In accordance, therefore, with the repeatedly 
expressed wish of Matamoros to be engaged as an agent by 
the Scotch Society, Yasquez applied to the committee on his 
behalf. The low state of the funds, however, and other 
prudential reasons, occasioned delay in their consideration of 
the matter, or in coming to a point in regard to it. This 
delay brought forth repeated applications on the part of 
Yasquez, as Matamoros was pressingly solicitous to be en- 
gaged. At length, the committee resolved to authorize the 
employment of Matamoros for one month on trial. Yasquez, 

* This notice of Matamoros embraces the period from MS abandonment of popery 
in 1859, to the time of his arrest in Barcelona in 1860. 
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meap^while, wearied with the committee's delay, made appli- 
cation to M. Nogaret, of Bayonne, a member of the Paris 
committee, which had just been formed, and with some 
of the members of which, Vasquez had been in previous 
coiTespondence. The Paris committee received Vasquez* 
account of Matamoi^os, and application for him to be em- 
ployed by them, with the utmost warmth and cordiality ; 
and, after some correspondence, authorized Vasquez to en- 
gage Matamoros to be their agent. At the time, therefore, 
that the Scotch committee's despatch, authorizing the employ- 
ment of Matamoros for one month, had been received by 
Vasquez, the arrangements with the Paris committee had 
been concluded, and Matamoros had been formally engaged 
to be their agent, and at a higher salary than the Edinburgh 
committee was prepared to give. 

Soon after, Matamoros proceeded to Barcelona, but as he 
had no books wherewith to begin work, the Edinburgh com- 
mittee was asked to supply him with theii^ publications in 
grant. This application was cordially responded to, and a 
box was immediately despatched from Edinburgh to Mr 
Heffell, in London, to be shipped by the earliest opportunity 
to Barcelona, for Matamoros. Soon, however, the tidings 
arrived in this country, of the arrest of Matamoros. It was 
feared that the box addressed to him might already be 
shipped, and on its way ; and would thus, on its arrival in 
Barcelona, be the means of bringing him into further trouble. 
In the good providence of God, however, the box had not 
been shipped, as Mr Heffell had not been successful in hear- 
ing of a vessel bound for Barcelona so soon as had been ex- 
pected. The books intended for Matamoros wdre thus pre- 
vented from being transmitted to him. 

The history of Matamoros, after his arrest, is presented in 
following pages. 

One thing, however, ought here to be mentioned, viz. : — that 
all the letters of Matamoros to Vasquez, the Edinburgh com- 
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mittee's agent (some of which we have seen) were full of tb(^ 
most tender, aflfectionate, confidential, and respectful expres- 
sions, that could be employed by a son to a father in the gospel. 
In these letters, there were full and confidential references 
to the work in Andalusia, and to Yasquez, as the acknow- 
ledged and well-known promoter of it alL These communica- 
tions from Matamoros to Vasquez, clearly manifested the view 
he entertained of the success of the Edinburgh committee's 
efforts in Andalusia, through means of their agent, Senor 
Don Jos6 Vasquez, and their other agencies. 

The general persecution in Andalusia, which followed on 
the arrest of Matamoros by the seizure of his papers, put an 
immediate arrest on the work which had pre'viously been so 
successfully progressing in that province, through means of 
the committee's circulation of Scriptures and books. 

Vasquez had to flee to Gibraltar. 

PBBSEOUTION IN SPAIN. 

A new phase iii the circumstances of protestantism in 
Spain now appeared. A violent persecution broke, out, the 
result of the success with which it had pleased God to bless 
the efforts, which had been made to spread the knowledge of 
the gospel in that benighted land. 

The following is extracted, with a very few verbal altera- 
tions, from an article that appeared in the Wesleyan Times. 

" Spain is in a peculiar condition. There is no state where 
the Church of Rome retains a firmer hold of the reigning 
dynasty and of the popular mind, and yet there is no Boman 
Catholic country where the susceptibility of the people to the 
dear light of Scriptural instruction is more evident, as often 
as their understandings are fairly brought within the lunge 
of its influence. To those Protestants who take a practical 
and living interest in the propagation of divine truth in 
countries long beclouded with the gloom of popish error and 
superstition, it is a familiar fact, that agencies for the circu- 

K 
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lation of the word of God in Spain have been at work, and 
not without many tokens of encouragement. There exists in 
Edinburgh, an unpretending but active Society for this pur- 
pose ; and its zealous* conductors would have attempted, and, 
by God's blessing, accomplished more, had larger means been 
placed at their disposal. It will be a happy overruling of 
evil for good, if the interest now excited by tidings of perse- 
cution in the Iberian peninsula, should, among other results, 
have the effect of calling attention to the plans and doings of 
this modest organisation, causing it to be better known, more 
liberally supported, and consequently capable of greater and 
more decisive usefulness. 

" The existing state of the facts, with reference to those of 
the Spaniards, who have embraced and avowed principles and 
practices obnoxious to the piiests, who domineer over the 
popular conscience, has been brought to the notice of the 
British public by the learned scholar and esteemed Christian, 
Dr Tregelles. Hearing, in August last, that a young student 
in the ecclesiastical seminary of the province, had imbibed 
protestant sentiments, the Archbishop of Granada took steps 
to put him in confinement. "With the aid of Don Jos6 
Alhama, a hatter in the provincial capital, the youthful con- 
vert escaped from the vigilance of the authorities, and is now 
safe and free on English ground. Disappointed of its ex- 
pected prey, the exasperated demon of persecution pounced 
upon his protector, who ere long was arrested on the charge 
of disaffection to the national church. The friends also of 
Alhama, to the number o£»eighteen, were taken into custody 
on similar pretexts, but were liberated on bail. The chief 
culprit's house was searched by the police, who discovered 
papers bearing the name of Manuel Matamoros. Foridiwith 
telegraphic orders were despatched to Barcelona; and, at 
daybreak, on the 9th of October, the police took possession of 
his person and papers, and lodged the former in the prison 
of that city. Upon the materials thus obtained, the wily 
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priests have concocted against the individuals in prison, an 
indictment for political conspiracy. For this convenient 
fetch, the only colourable ground is, the discovering of a 
circular-letter addressed to Protestants in Spain, proposing 
for consideration the question, whether it would be advisable 
to petition the Cortes (or Parliament) for the passing of an 
Act to establish freedom of public worship ! Of course, such 
an accusation, no better founded, would be laughed out of 
court in any country where the judges of the land were not 
wholly under the dominion of the priests. 

" Who, then, are Jos6 Alhama and Manuel Matamoros, 
that they should be arraigned upon such a charge 1 The for- 
mer, Dr Tregelles assures us, is a respectable man with a 
wife and young family, well known and much esteemed in 
the city of Granada, and the latter is a highly-intelligent and 
truly excellent young man, formerly in the army. , . . 
Soon after the apprehension of Matamoros, he was summoned 
to Granada to take his trial ; and so complete is the influence 
of the spiritual over the secular powers, that, in the first 
instance, orders were given that he should proceed from 
Barcelona to Granada, seven hundred miles, on foot, ia 
wintry weather, and to pass through every town and village 
on the way, lodging in noisome cells, and fettered in company 
with a gang of common criminals. 

" What has been perpetrated, or may yet take place at 
Granada, is only a sample of occurrences and possibilities in 
several parts of Spain. The persecution which first broke 
out in that city, has extended to the provinces and other 
cities, because protestant convictions and protestant aspira- 
tions have resulted from the independent study of the Word 
of God, as the priests, with the civil authorities at their beck 
and bidding, were enabled to discover through the papers of 
Alhama and Matamoros. It was found that they had cor- 
respondents at Malaga, Seville, and other towns in Andalusia ; 
some of whom have been dragged to prison, while others have 
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taken refuge in Gibraltar or in Marseilles. The condition of 
the incarcerated may be imagined. Those who have escaped 
are destitute, and nearly all have left wives and children be- 
hind, suffering much grief, and exposed to many privations, 

" The vital question now is, by what means can the moral 
and religious influence of Great Britain be brought to bear 
upon the Spanish government and nation, so as to afford the 
prospects of present protection, and ultimate success to those 
worthy men and women, who now expose themselves to the 
loss of all things that they may win Christ, and obtain for 
themselves and all others like-minded, the privilege of wor- 
shipping God according to their consciences, under the inviol- 
able aegis of the law. A first step has been taken with this 
object, and under circumstances which inspire us with a little 
hope. In December last, a numerous and influential depu- 
tation waited by appointment upon Lord John Russell, to pre- 
sent to hiija a memorial requesting his official intervention on 
behalf of the suffering and menaced Protestants of Spain. 
The gentlemen who went to the Foreign Office comprised a 
representation of the Evangelical and Protestant Alliances, 
and of several other bodies specially interested in the evangel- 
ization of Europe. In the list were the names of the lead- 
ing men in nearly every known denomination. The deputation 
had the advantage of being introduced by Lord Stratford de 
Redcliffe, who, having, with the noble Secretary of State, 
laboured successfully to establish complete religious toleration 
in Turkey, could well make out a strong case for its allow- 
ance in any country calling itself Christian. The memorial, 
after simply stating the principal facts, * earnestly entreats 
that the British Government may be pleased to use their in- 
fluence in obtaining the release of Matamoros and Alhama, 
and in staying the prosecution which is also afflicting the other 
protestant converts in Spain.* 

" Lord John Russell, in reply, had no difficulty in persuad- 
ing the gentlemen who waited on him of his good dispositions 
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towards any prisoners in any country suffering for conscience 
sake. He denounced religious persecution as equally hateful, 
whether proceeding from Protestant or from Roman Catholic 
governments. He therefore wished the Evangelical Alliance 
well, whether it undertook the cause of Roman Catholic 
converts oppressed by the protestant rulers of Sweden, or of 
the Jew Mortara made a Christian by force with the sanction 
of the Pope in Rome, or, as now, of Spaniards an^aigned at 
the suit of the Archbishop of Granada in Spain, under pre- 
tence of trial for sedition, but really for no other crime than 
turning Protestants, and asking each other whether they 
should not petition for legislative protection in the manifesta- 
tion of their convictions by way of public worship. . . . 
"Adopting a hint which Lord John Russell threw out, 
the deputation, before quitting Downing Street, determined 
to promote the agitation of the subject of their errand in a 
public meeting. Whatever the Foreign Secretary may be 
able discreetly to do, will be greatly facilitated ajid furthered 
by an open manifestation of British sentiment." 

rUBTHEB PABTIOULABS. 

The following is extracted from a leading article in the 
Daily News of 30th November : — 

" In Spain, a spirit of protestantism, based on the inde- 
pendent study of the sacred Scriptures, and manifesting itself 
in secessions from the Church of Rome, has attained so much 
importance as to attract the attention of the Government, 
and stir up both priests and magistrates to active persecu- 
tion. .... 

" The movement now noticed has manifested itself simul- 
taneously at several points — at Granada, Malaga, Seville, 
and other towns of Andalusia, and also at Barcelona. It 
first revealed itself in a very unlikely place, at Granada, 
under the eye of the successor of the complacent prelate who 
sat to Le Sage for his portrait. The present Archbishop of 



IM I>AWN OF TEE SECOKD 

Granada presides over an ecclesiastical seminary, and it was 
in this establishment that a student was found holding pro- 
testant principles. The authorities were about to place him 
in confinement, when he suddenly made his escape. The 
fugitive succeeded in getting out of Spain, and the inquiries 
of the archbishop were next directed to ascertain who had 
aided his flight. It was then foimd that he had a friend in 
Jos6 Alhama, a hatter of the town. This person was watched, 
and ultimately arrested, and his house was searched for 
papers. His friends and companions thus became known, 
and many of them were arrested also on the charge of dis- 
affection to the Church of Rome. Among his letters, were 
some from Manuel Matamoros of Barcelona, and, no sooner 
were they discovered, than a telegraphic order was sent to 
that city by the government, which has throughout lent its 
unhesitating support to the priests, ordering the arrest of the 
writer. . . . 

" An examination of the papers of the prisoners disclosed 
the fact that, besides communicating with one another on 
points of faith, and settling the terms of a common confession 
of belief — called in the judicial proceedings against them, a 
protesta — ^they had entertained the design of petitioning the 
Cortes for liberty of worship. Here, then, was an oppor- 
tunity of imputing a political character to those who had at 
first been accused only of disaffection to the Church. It is 
true that, apart from this charge, the prisoners were not 
known to have participated in political action of any kind ; 
it is true that, in Spain, protestants have no choice, but 
either to ask the political authorities of the country for 
liberty of worship, or to go without it ; but as these men 
wanted liberty, and resolved to ask for it, they are charged 
with being poHtical. 

" It having been resolved to bring a number of the accused 
to trial, Granada, as being the city where most of them lived, 
and where the evidence was most accessible, was selected aft 
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its scene. To this place, then, Matamoros was summoned 
by the counciL To a man in delicate health, a journey of 
700 miles, to be performed on foot in the winter months, 
was a sore infliction, without the shame of travelling with a 
gang of criminals, and being confounded with their disgrace 
through every town and village on the route. Yet to this, 
the Spanish Government condemned him before trial, simply 
for being a protestant, and daring to ask his countrymen to 
unite with himin asking for liberty of worship." 

MATAMOBOB IN BABCELONA. 

The narrative of the arrest and imprisonment of Mata- 
moros is consecutively given in the following extracts from 
his own letters. These extracts are literal translations from 
the Spanish, in which they were written : — 

** Prison, Babcelona, 17th October 1860. 

" On the 9th instant, at seven o'clock in the morning, I 
was arrested for the sole crime of being a Christian, and 
loving my fellow-men so well as to desire that they should 
know the Lord Jesus, by whom alone they can be saved. A. 
charge laid against me in Granada, induced the civil gover- 
nor of that city to send a telegraphic order to the go^'-emor 
of this place for my arrest, and also for the minute examina- 
tion of my house, <fec. After a most rigorous and tyrannical 
search, there was found in my possession a packet of letters 
and papers from several places in Spain, and ceiiiain other 
documents, which compromise me to a considerable degree. 

" I was brought to this prison, and kept for eight days in 
a sad and terrible solitary confinement. After two examina- 
tions before the whole tribunal, I was relieved from my 
solitude — that is to say, I am now confined with criminals. 
The questions and answers were as follow : — 

" Question. — *Do you profess the Catholic Apostolic Roman 
faith, and if not, what religion do you profess ? 
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^^ Answer. — * My religion is that of Jesus Christ ; my mle 
of faith is the Word of God or Holy Bible, which, without 
a word altered, curtailed, or added, is the basis of my belief; 
and in this I am confirmed by the last few sentences of the 
Apocalypse, and the many distinct charges of the apostles 
in their epistles. The Roman Catholic Church not being 
based upon these principles, I do not believe in her dogmas, 
and still less do I obey her in practice.* 

" The tribunal appeared astonished at these words, and 
the judge said to me, * Do you know what you are saying ] * 
* Yes, sir,' I replied in a firm voice, * I cannot deny it ; I 
have put my hand to the plough, and I dare not look back.' 
The judge was silent, and the tribunal rose. . . . 

" Our mission is not, and has not been, to separate believers 
from the Church of Rome ; it has been to bring souls out of 
the Roman darkness, and from atheism or indifference to 
the knowledge of Christ, to gather together intelligent and 
evangelical congregations. You may do much for Catalonia ; 
it I'equires and promises more than any other part of 
Spain. 

" Although my imprisonment threatens to be a long one — 
that is, of some months^ duration, yet I can labour here also, 
for the brethren visit me ; and from this spot I can give you 
full information. The work in Barcelona has not suffered in 
the slightest degree ; for all depends upon me, and I would 
sooner die than cause any one to sufier. In Andalusia 
they have received a fearful blow ; but time will obliterate 
their panic, and all will go on as before. The seed sown has 
been abundant and good, and the enmity of Christ's foes is 
impotent. God is on our side. Later, I hope to send yon 
the rules of our organisation ; but the basis o" our existence 
is the Word of God, the Holy Bible." 

Pbison, Barcelona, 8<A Inwemher 1860. 
"The Spanish clergy are tboioughly alarmed ; the press 



REFORMATION JN SPAIN. 163 

irliich is their creature, labours to aggravate the evils of our 
position ; inquisitorial influences are pitilessly working 
against us, both in seci-et and in public. Has the English 
press done anything for us ? It is most desirable that it 
should do so ; for that portion of the Spanish press which is 
favourable to us dares not speak out, and that portion which 
is against us is doing us much injury, by giving ah utterly 
false colour to our holy cause. I purpose, when I am brought 
before the superior tribunal, to protest before them, and be- 
fore the Spanish public, against the injustice and cruelty 
with which they treat us, for the sole crime of being Chris- 
tians. I£ I am condemned, I will protest by the press of 
every countiy in Europe against the injustice, that punishes 
for the sole sin of professing Christianity. The world should 
know that the Inquisition still rules in Spain; the world 
should know that it is a crime in this land to love the 
gospel ; the world should know that, if the fires of the stake 
have been extinguished, the tortures of the galleys still exist. 
This protest I will send to you, that you may translate and 
publish it. It is no foolish pride that induces me to do this. 
I believe it is an act of Christian faith. I love the Lord 
Christ, and will confess His name, and protest against the 
Church of Rome, which so unjustly assumes it. 

" The council of Granada summons me to appear there. 
I shall be forced to travel 200 leagues (about 700 miles) on 
foot, bound in a gang of criminals, and confounded in their 
disgrace in every town and village through which we shall 
pass, where my offence will not be known. My health is 
very delicate, and this journey, and the cold, and the 
wretched prisons of the smaller villages on our road, will be 
all dangerous to me. Only by paying my own passage, and 
that of the two men who escort me, should I be permitted to 
make the journey by sea. Of course, this exi>ense is quite 
beyond my power ; neither will I ask any fresh sacrifice 
from our friends in France. My family is in much distress 
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on this account. In truth, my position is trying. My faith 
does not, and will not waver ; but I suffer physically." 

Pmson, Barcelona, 27th November 1860. 

" I have just received your comforting and Christian letter 
of 17th November, and with it an order for £15.* Thanks, 
a thousand thanks, dear brother, to you and to your friends, 
for this good deed ; thanks, from the bottom of my heart, 
which my pen cannot express. But you, and the lovers of 
the gospel, the true children of the church of Christ who have 
joined you, will be able to appreciate the depth of my grati- 
tude, by the Christian joy you have experienced in succouring 
a brother in bonds for Christ's sake, a brother whose only 
offence and only crime has been loving and circulating the 
Word of God. . . . 

** It appears that my tyrants seek to make my captivity 
daily more irksome, striving with each other for the pleasure 
of giving me pain. I have been examined a third time, and 
have been informed that I must obey the summons of the 
tribunal of Granada ; but that, besides this, the * Audiencia * 
of Barcelona had determined to bring another action against 
me, to discover and prove what I have done and attempted 
for the circulation of the gospel in Catalonia. So, net only 
is one tribunal acting against me, but two, or rather three— 
those of Granada, Barcelona, and Malaga. The tribunal of 
Granada is so anxious for my appearance there, that in the 
space of a very few days I have been several times summoned, 
and my papers called for also. They need not be in haste— 
I am ready. 

" Spain is the grave of many martyrs, the victims of the 
Church of Borne. In her religious intolerance, she has only 
changed in the external forms for the last two hundred years. 
The Church of Bome hates light and knowledge, and punishes 

* This sam was sent to Matamoroe to enable him to go by sea, with his two guards, 
to Granada. 
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US becaoRe we have learned to know Christ. The Church of 
Kome despises the Word of Gk)d, and imprisons us because we 
love and respect it, and hold it in our hearts as a sacred and 
saving possession. Let us take comfort, however, for we see 
that the rigour of papal tyranny is impotent against us, and 
their Satanic wiles are useless^ Our imprisonment was need- 
ful, and has done much service to our holy work. All Spain 
knows that we suffer for Christ's sake j and so all may see, 
evidently, how far removed is the practice of the Koman 
Church from the precepts of God's holy Word. But what- 
ever she may attempt against us now is already too late. 
The Word of God is in the hands of thousands of Spaniards, 
and the study of it has raised up hundreds of decided Chris- 
tians, willing and rejoicing to spread the good news, and 
despismg the gainsaymg and the persecution of men-ready 
to take up the cross and follow Christ. So, though tyranny 
does not falter, neither shall our holy work. But tyranny 
is the work of man ; therefore it must cease. Our work is 
of God, and, therefore, ultimately it shall gloriously triumph. 

" .... I cannot describe to you, dear brother, the hap- 
piness that I have felt since I received your letter, and 
learned from it that your noble fellow countrymen had inte- 
rested themselves in my fate. Oh, give them the assurance of 
my deep gratitude ! How can I repay so many favours, so 
much Christian love? The reward is so great, that I could never 
give it — ^but God will repay it tenfold, and posterity will not 
fail to keep a sacred niche in history for the sons of noble 
and powerful Albion, who are ever ready to support the good 
cause, and to defend the weak and the afflicted. 

"... I have confessed Christ before the tribunals. I 
I do not, and shall never, repent of this. As I have done 
at Barcelona, I pui-pose doing at Granada. I will confess 
Christ before the weak as before ' the strong ; before my 
brethren as before my murderers. I shall suffer — and what 
then ? Did not Clirist suffer for us miserable sinners 1 Did 
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He not lay down His life for our sins? Did He not 
redeem us by His death? "What are my little trials, 
compared to the blessing that His words and His example 
are to me ? Oh, nothing ! less than nothing ! I knew well, 
when I undertook my evangelical labours, that I was in the 
midst of wolves. T knew the thorns and thistles that would 
be under my feet, but I never forgot the words of the 
Saviour, " He that taketh not His cross and followeth after 
Me is not worthy of Me." ' . . . . 

" Pkison, Babcblona, ZQik November 1860. 

" The Koman Catholic organs of the press are behaving 
towards us in a most violent and unjust manner, treating 
our alleged offence as one of a politico-religious nature, when 
in truth it is not so ; and I hope the noble and heroic sons of 
Albion will know that it is exclusively because of our enter- 
taining piire evangelical sentiments, and because we do not 
belong to the Romish Church, against whose dogmas we 
have protested. Our defence by the Spanish press is im- 
possible ; it is only allowed to write against us. The ruin 
of our families is an accomplished fact, and they have nought 
but poverty and sorrow before them ; but, amid all, they 
have this consolation left, that they know they are suffering 
for the justest and holiest of all causes. Our persecutors 
fancy they have annihilated our holy work in our martyrdom, 
but they are deceived ; for innumeiuble are the Spaniards 
who have been converted to the evangel, and our sufferings 
only redouble their faith and their strength." 

National Prison, Babcelona, 26th Decemher 1860. 

" In two hours hence, I start for Granada, in "the steam- 
boat as far as Malaga. 

" I have just been visited by a body of the brethren, who 
have given me the accompanying Memorial* to forward to 

* The Memorial follows. 
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you. They^ had previously read the letters you wrote to 
me, which produced enthusiastic joy, and have called forth 
the enclosed document, which, as you will perceive, is a 
most important one. It would be well to publish it, sup- 
pressing the names, the insertion of which would be quite 
sufficient to insure the immediate imprisonment of all con- 
cerned. The reason there are not double the number~of 
signatures is, because they wish to take advantage of my 
presence here to forward it. The enthusiasm is intense and 
indescribable. They have written to Malaga on the same 
subject, and I believe that th^y also will write to you. 
There is a good plan laid down for carrying on our labours, 
which I will let you hear of from Granada, whence I will 
write at^ great length to you and Dr Tregelles. I shall have 
to be three days in prison at Alicante. My expenses will 
be greater than I anticipated ; but there is no help for that 
now. I know that my friends are awaiting me on the pier, 
and " will accompany me to the ship " to bid me farewell 
The Lord reward their love ! What think you of the love 
of these brethren ? I will send you my address when I 
arrive at Granada, and, if possible, will write to you from 
Aiicantei 

IfEKOBIAL. 

" Babcelona, 26th December 1860. 

" Respected Bbotheb m the Lord — ^We desire to use 
but few words in the expression of our deep gratitude towards 
your Christian fellow-countrymen for their noble and generous 
conduct towards our brethren in Christ, who suffer persecu- 
tion for their faith in this country, through the intolerance of 
our government and the influence of the Romish priesthood. 

" We, the undersigned, have now the pleasure of declaring 
that we do not belong, nor will we ever belong again, to the 
Church of Rome, whose dogmas we consider to be opposed 
to the Word of God, which is our rule of faith now ; nor 
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do we acknowledge any other religion' to be true than that 
of Jesu8 Christ and his apostles. ' 

" Having made the above declaration, you will understand, 
dear brother, how gratefiil we feel for the active measures 
taken by the distinguished deputation which waited on Lord 
John Russell, not only because of the good it will do to our 
brethren, but because of the incalculable benefit which will 
result to the Lord's work here. 

" We have heard also of the generous assistance which 
Messrs Newton, Tregelles, and Peddie have, with yourself 
and others, rendered to our dear brother, Don M. Matamoros, 
whom we love as he deserves, and for which we hasten to 
express our heartfelt gratitude. 

" We feel confident that we express the sentiments of many 
Spaniards, and therefore we have not hesitated an instant in 
sending you, not only our own thanks, but also those of 
many who are like-minded with ourselves. 

" We trust you will not be surprised at not seeing our 
addresses given, because of the fatal persecution to which we 
are exposed in this unfortunate country. 

" To you and all Englishmen who are intrusted with the 
Lord's work, we offer our sincere Christian love, sympathy, 
and affection — ^And are your brothers in the Lord Jesus. 

[Here follow forty signatures.] 

LBTTBB FBOU SIB CULLING BABDLXT 

TO THX 

BIQHT HON. LOBD JOHN RUSSELL, M. P., 
Her Majesty's Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, 

EVANOBLIOAL ALLIANCE, 7 AdAM StBEET, StBAND, 

December 22, 1860. 

My Lord — ^At the interview which you kindly granted 
to the deputation concerning Religious Liberty in Spain, 
your Lordship, while speaking as a true English statesman 
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"VTOuld speak about the object in itself, drew a just line of 
distinction between countries ripe for religious freedom and 
countries unripe. For the noble sentiments which your 
Lordship then uttered on Religious Liberty in general, and 
on the oppression of our brethren in Spain in particular, I 
am desired to convey to you the best thanks of the Commit- 
tee of the Evangelical Alliance. 

But your Lordship expressed an apprehension that the 
people of Spain might be so unfortunately unanimous in their 
opposition to the principles of the Reformation, as to render 
it undesirable for the Foreign Minister of England, even in 
the way of friendly advice, to bring the case of Matamoros 
and his fellow-sufferers before the Spanish Government. 

The Evangelical Alliance has since made it its business to 
obtain information on this question ; and it has arrived at 
the conclusion, not only that a feeling in favour of Religious 
Liberty is not wanting in Spain, but that it exists there very 
extensively. 

The Rev. A. 0. Dallas, Rector of Wonston, who served aa 
an officer in the Peninsular war, and who occasionally re- 
visits Spain — ^knowing the language well, and taking a lively 
interest in the people — ^writes me word : — 

" Undoubtedly there are large numbers of Spaniards, who 
adhere to the ancient Castilian notions regarding the religi- 
ous unity of the kingdom ; but it is equally undoubted that 
a vast number of Spaniards are influenced by a hearty desire 
for religious freedom, and the liberty of worshipping God 
according to their consciences, who have been much en- 
lightened by the private but extensive circulation of the 
Scriptures. The uniform testimony of all those persons, who 
have taken pains to overcome the reluctance of Spaniards to 
place themselves in difficulty, by expressing their true feel- 
ings, tends to prove that the preparation of the people to 
receive the truth, and to leave their constrained connection 
with the Church of Rome, is very great indeed, and that 
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there is great ripeness for the reception of Religious Liberty, 
I was in the south of Spain in 1857, and lived long in Spain 
in my earlier years ; and, speaking the language, I had a 
facility in discovering the feelings of the people. I took 
pains to do this, and I never got any Spaniard into quiet 
and private conversation, without finding that there was 
more or less of a desire for the power of expressing religious 
opinions freely. The fact is that, under so complete a des- 
potism as that of Spain, in such close connection with the 
absolute exclusiveness of the Roman religion, enforced by 
law, it is impossible for a distant and foreign observer to 
know the real state of feeling amongst the people. External 
appearances are entirely deceptive, and it is only by diligent 
and difficult search that the surface can be pierced, and the 
substratum of real feeling be discovered. In the case of the 
Spanish people, I believe that a vast multitude are deeply 
dissatisfied with the present state of things in regard to 
religion — that many have embmced the truth of scriptural 
doctrines in their hearts, who dare not avow it, and that very 
many more are in a state which may be called * ripe for the 
reception of the principles of Religious Liberty.* " 

Samuel Hanson, Esq., who has lai'ge transactions with 
Spain, sends me a letter from a trustworthy correspondent 
in that country, referring to your Lordship's observations at 
the interview at the Foreign Office. The following is an 
extract : — 

" Except a few bigoted and ignorant priests, there is now 
but little religious bigotry left in Spain. The newspapers 
in Madrid, which go as far as they are permitted by the 
Government in advocating Religious Liberty, have a larger 
circulation than those which are opposed to it, and these 
newspapers are almost entirely in the hands of the priest- 
hood. Religious fanaticism has passed away in Spain, a 
proof of which may be seen in the coolness with which they 
looked on the Pope's misfortunes, and indifferentism has 
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taken its place. On questions of morality there is no such 
thing as ^public opinion,^ and in the case in point, if the 
Government were to release Manuel Matamoros and Jos6 
Alhama, they need fear no opposition from, the people ; while, 
on the other hand, both may rot in the dungeon before the 
Spanish people ask their release. If anything is to be done 
for them, it must be done in England." 

The Rev. Dr Rule, Wesleyan minister in Gibraltar and 
Cadiz for many years, writes to me : — 

" I have known Spain, either by residence in the country, 
or communication with it, ever since the death of Ferdinand 
VTI., in 1833. The overwhelming reaction of public feeling 
which then took place, resulted in the suppression of monas- 
ticism, the confiscation of the church property, the final 
abolition of the Inquisition (now attempted to be imitated 
by the * Tribunal of the Faith '), and even in the suspension 
of ordination to the priesthood during seven years; thus 
proving to the world that the Spanish people are not recon- 
ciled to priestly tyranny. It is my conviction, from all I 
, have ever heard, up to the present time, that the intelligent 
Spaniards all over that country regard the priests with enmity, 
as the main support of Government in every measure of 
repression ; and I cannot but fear that they will be the 
object of vengeance whenever another revolution shall take 
place. I am not giving any opinion of my own as to the 
merits of questions between political parties in Spain, but 
merely stating my conviction that the clergy are looked upon 
as agents of a Government which has no popular sympathy 
whatever. As, however, there is not any free expression of 
opinion in Spain at present, there ceases to be any * public ' 
there, and the real disposition of the people cannot just now 
be estimated by what is heard through the press." 

Dr Tregelles, of Plymouth, the well-known scholar and 
linguist, who passed much of this last summer in Spain, 
and who had the opportunity of intercourse with Spaniards 

L 
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of various classes and in many parts, tells me, that while 
rigid adherence to the Komish system, and intolerance of all 
other forms of worship, are still very marked, thei*e are many 
Spaniards, not merely amongst those avowing Protestant 
principles, but also amongst those in other respects attached 
to the Romish faith, who deeply deplore the existing restric- 
tions on liberty of worship, and the consequent persecutions. 
Such members of the Koman Catholic Church earnestly 
desire to see in Spain religious liberty. Dr Tregelles is 
acquainted with several of this class himself, and he knows 
of many others. Those who hold protestant principles are 
scattered 'throughout Spain, and their numbers are far 
greater than is commonly supposed, while there are also 
many who are hindered from the avowal of their sentiments 
by the restraints under which they live. All these would 
rejoice in any effort to confer on Spain the blessing of liberty 
of worship ; and to such, the frank expression of sympathy 
on the part of this country would not only be acceptable, but 
practically useful, from the moral effect that such expression 
would have on Spain in general. 

But these English testimonies are as nothing compared 
with evidence derived from distinguished Spaniards of 
opposite parties. 

The first I shall mention is the report upon the state of 
Spain, published in the Civilta Cattolica of last month 
(November), communicated to the editors by their own 
Spanish correspondent. The CiviUa Cattolica, your Lord- 
ship may be aware, is the literary organ of the Church of 
Home in the city of Rome itself. It is conducted with 
remarkable ability, and is very much to the clerical party in 
Italy, what the Revue des Deux Mondes is to the literary and 
scientific party of progress in France. 

The Spanish correspondent, under date of October, writes : 

" This year we have had no tumults ; but instead, an in- 
tense agitation of those passions from which tumults and 
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revolutions arise, an agitation much intensified by the 
terrible effects produced bj the late lamentable events in 
Italy. 

" Whoever looks into our ultra-liberal periodicals will be 
horrified and scandalised in seeing with what shameful 
audacitj the Holy Father, the Roman Church, and wlioever 
shows himself devoted to the laws, the throne, and the 
dynasty of Isabella IL, are attacked." 

This is strong proof of what Spanish opponents of religious 
freedom think of the state of the public mind in their own 
cx)untry. 

A still more curious paper (on the opposite side of politics) 
has been put into my hands by a British merchant in Lon- 
don, largely engaged in Spanish trade, and who assures me 
that he knows it to have been signed by numerous and in- 
fluential personages. 

Allow me, however, first to tell your Lordship that the 
Evangelical Alliance has no sympathy whatever with revolu- 
tion, and that in quoting this paper, I have no intention of 
homologating, to use a Scottish expression, the views and 
hopes of Don Juan de Bourbon. What every Christian 
Englishman desires for any country deprived of religious 
freedom, I take it bona fide to be — ^not a violent change of 
dynasty, but the conversion of the reigning family to better, 
wiser, and more Christian views. With this explanation, I 
make the following extract from the document in question, 
which is an address to the Pretender to the throne of Spain, 
now residing in England. 

It begins as follows : — 

" May it please your Royal Highness, Prince Juan de 
Bourbon — 

" The undersigned Spaniards, all residing in the Penin- 
sula, place at the feet of your Highness, and, with all due 
veneration and respect, have the honour to represent, that if 
political vicissitudes at one period occasioned the banishment 
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of your late father from his country, neither justice nor good 
feeling can make you peraonally responsible for the political 
deviations of your ancestors/* 

I omit the political portion of the address. On the re- 
ligious questions, the memorialists say : — 

" But the motive which induces us especially to offer you 
to-day our homage of sympathy, is the proclamation of Re- 
ligious Liberty. The law of Religious Liberty is a monument 
of respect which reason raises to the natural law of a free 
conscience. On this account, this law has been so easily 
admitted and adopted in all civilised countries, including even 
Rome. 

" In Spain only they have not adopted this. Whilst re-, 
ligious worship is freely practised in Tetuan, and tolerance is 
imposed by force as far as Fez and Cochin-China, numerous 
associations of nuns are organised in the peninsula, under the 
protection of Queen Isabella. Through their influence on 
the education of the fair sex, they dexterously contrive to 
conduct us to the most horrible epochs of inquisitorial fana- 
ticism. A measure which would withhold from us these new 
calamities would attract, in the political sense, great advan- 
tage to the riches and the prosperity of the countiy. Many 
opulent strangers of all nations and countries would come to 
enrich ours with their ideas, their knowledge, and their capi- 
tal, and to enjoy our soil and our havens, if our religious pre- 
judices did not keep them at a distance fi-om beautiful Spain. 

" We can assure you. Prince, that such are the ideas and 
aspirations of the Spanish people, counteracted only by the 
Jesuitical influences which surround the throne of Isabella 
II. Thousands of all classes and conditions have manifested 
their adhesion to them, and thousands of signatures would 
be added to those who sign this declaration, if considerations 
easily to be understood did not induce them for the present 
to abstain from contracting engagements which circumstances 
do not permit them to perform. 
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May heaven and mankind give you support, and fortify 
you courageously in the generous ideas which you have pro- 
claimed ! 

« Madrid, Nov. 2o, I860." 

(Here follow the signatures.) 

I confine myself to placing before your Lordship the fore- 
going testimonies to the feeling of Spaniards on Religious 
Liberty. 

Whether you will consider them sufficient to justiiy you in 
making a friendly remonstrance with the Spanish Govern- 
ment in the case of Matamoros and Alhama, I do not know. 
A similar remonstrance addressed by your Lordship to the 
Grand Duke of Tuscany liberated the Madiai ; and well 
woidd it have been for that amiable, but misguided Prince, 
if he had continued to resist the despotic influence of the 
Roman priesthood, which, after rendering a popular dynasty 
unpopular at home, have ended by making the sovereign an 
unpitied fugitive abroad. It may be that such a communi- 
cation from yonr Lordship to the Government of the Queen 
of Spain, conceived in a spirit of hearty and unmistakeable 
good will, might be the means, in the hands of God, of evok- 
ing a permanently better feeling than hitherto, and of avert- 
ing evils which, in the history of mankind, have ever fol 
lowed in the train of a persevering course of religious 
oppression. 

Leaving the matter, however, with your Lordship, on whom 
the Christian people of this country rely — even those who 
differ from you in politics — as a sincere and unwavering 
advocate of the rights of conscience, I have the honour to be, 
my Lord, your Lordship's faithful and obliged Servant, 

C. E. Eakdlet, 
President of the Evangelical Alliance. 

The Lord John Russell, <fec., <feo , M.P. 
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CHAPTER XXIL 

THB STOBT OF MATAMOBOS CONTINUED. 

1861. 

^ROM a correspondent in Spain, we have the following : — 
^*Janua/ry 5, 1861. — . . . Matamoros arrived safely 
in Malaga on the 30th ultimo, by the steamer ' Madrid/ 
having been well treated by his escort. In Malaga, 
he was welcomed and visited by all those converts and 
friends who wei-e apprized of his arrival, as also by various 
English gentlemen from the hotel He looked in good 
health and spirits. . . Matamoros left Malaga for Granada 
on the 31st December, in the diligence. Thirty friends, 
and various English gentlemen, collected round the coach, 
to bid him adieu. , . ." 

*^ January 12, 1861. — Matamoros arrived at Granada 
on the 1st instant, and the examination by the judge began 
the following day. On the 5th, he had a private interview 
with the fiscal, who complained of the great complication 
of the process, and told him of the probability of his being 
sent to Malaga, because many individuals of that city were 
deeply implicated in the propaganda, and it would not be 
wise to bring them to Granada. The question was respect- 
fully put by Matamoros to the fiscal about the ultimate 
restdt of the process ; and he frankly replied that he could 
not expect less than twelve years' presidio — ^transportation 
to hard labour — ^and Alhama ten. . . ." 

DON JOSE ALHAMA. 

The following particulars are extracted from another com- 
munication, received from the writer of the above extracts : — 
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" January 5, 1861. 

** Notwithstsftidmg tlie great difficulties under which we 
are labouring in corresponding with Granada, I obtained 
yesterday, a letter from Alhama, dated December 27th. He 
informs me that the other prisoners, Romero and 
Linero, were set at liberty on the 24:th, on bail, and although 
he solicited the same favour, it was refused, under the pi^e- 
tence, that until Matamoros should arrive and be examined, 
the Court could not fix the degree of his culpability. In 
Spain, it is customary that on Christmas-eve the superior magi- 
strates, both civil and military, should visit the prisoners, and 
hear their petitions and complaints, the reporters calling out 
their names, and stating their cases. When Alhama's turn 
came, the reporter cried out, * Jos6 Alhama, propagator of irre- 
ligious doctrines,' Alhama replied, addressing himself to the 
president of the tribunal ; * Excellent sir, I do not under- 
stand why they have given such a classification to my process. 
What I know is this, that if I have committed any crime, it 
is that of being a Christian, and a Christian of Jesus Christ. 
I am not afraid of my fate, for I expect, from the rectitude of 
the tribunals, that they will not add new victims to the 
Christian martyrology.' * I thank the Lord,' said Alhama, 
* who gave me sufficient bourage to confess before a nume- 
rous and respectable assembly, that I am a Christian of Jesus 
Christ, not of the Pope. Some of the spectators stared at 
me with a frown, and others looked to me attentively.* " 

"Alhama adds, that the process was suspended until 
Matamoros' arrival. His (Alhama's) old jailer died a short 
time ago, and the new one, formerly a military man, treats 
him most inhumanly." 

NEW VICTIMS. 

The same correspondent wrote, Jan, 22, 1861. " I sus- 
pected Bonome had. fled to Portugal, for he had not replied to 
my last two letters. I have, however, received a letter from 
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him, informing me of his imprisonment on the 7ih December, 
and of the impossibility of T^riting me before, he having been 
forty days in a dungeon, without having communication with 
his family. The judge of Seville had sent copies of his 
examinations to Granada. Poor Leon was also imprisoned 
on the 12th for the fourth time. 'On entering the prison, he 
shook hands with the jailer in a friendly manner, and said, 
" My absence from this mansion of misery and wretchedness 
has not been very long ; it was not worth while to trouble 
the repose I was enjoying here ; but the Lord wants, no 
doubt, to try me a little more. Never mind. His will be 
done. My persecutors — for whom I shall ever pray — ^will 
find once more that my faith and hope in the Lord Jesus 
Christ remains unaltered." In his examinations, Leon be- 
haved with the same firmness as on former occasions. He 
told the judge that his persecution being for a mere case of 
conscience, only God had the right of judging him, as the 
only supreme Judge, and therefore he begged the judge not 
to trouble him with new examinations, because he would not 
answer. 

" Nothing but the Bible was found in the possession of 
these two men, and no one was compromised by their 
declarations. 

" We have now four religious persecutions, or processes, 
one in Barcelona, the second in Granada, the third in 
Malaga, and the fourth in Seville. The head-quarter is 
Granada, where all the papers seized at Barcelona have been 
brought. Alhama and Matamoros are in the same prison, 
and in communication with each other. Several inquisi- 
torial letters were received last week ; and, in consequence, 
some of our friends were examined, but at the date of the 
17th, none had been imprisoned. 

" Poor Leon, as you know, was last year ten months in 
prison for the faith of the gospel." 

A Christian gentleman residing near Spain, wrote as fol- 
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lows : — " When Matamoros was brought from Barcelona to 
Granada, he was thrust into an inner prison, and placed in 
solitary confinement ; but, through the kind interference of 
Sir Robert Peel, who was passing through the town at the 
time, he was, after some days, removed to another part of 
the prison, the authorities at the same time telling him 
(Matamoros) that if he had been a robber, an assassin, or 
even a political renegade, they could lessen his punishment, 
or even liberate him ; but, as his offence was against religion 
(that is the Church), their orders from head-quarters were to 
treat him with the utmost rigour. This, then, is the avowed 
sentiment of Rome, when she has full swing. A robber, 
assassin, or rebel, is better in her eyes, than a man who reads 
his Bible and strives to follow its precepta" 

THE FBOTESTANT OHUBOH IN MALAGA. 

The following is part of a letter from the brethren com- 
prising the Reformed Church at Malaga, forwarded to Dv 
Tregelles, of Plymouth, and addressed to the followers of 
Jesus Christ in this country : — 

Revered Brethren in the Lord — Our hearts are filled 
with joy, and well-deserved and fraternal gratitude ; and we 
desire to express to you something of the holy Christian 
happiness, which we have felt, on hearing of the noble and 
generous protection, which you have extended to our dear 
brother, Don M. Matamoros, now a prisoner for the sake of 
the divine Redeemer, the only Intercessor and Mediator 
with God 

" The religion of Jesus Christ and of His apostles is that 
which we follow ; we believe it to be alone true, and conse- 
quently we do not recognise the authority of the Church of 
Rome, but rather hold her to be the greatest foe to the Holy 
Scriptures. 

" That we have found the fountain of the water of life, we 
owe to Don M. Matamoros. His constant and evangelical 
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instimctions have given to this little church, much of the 
Scriptural knowledge that it possesses, and by his unceasing 
energy and zeal, so considerable a number of names has been 
enrolled in its ranks. 

" Dr Tregelles can give you an idea of our state, our hopes, 
and expectations. The noble attitude of the generous depu- 
tation which appeared on behalf of our suffering brethren, 
and the sacrifices which you have made for the benefit of 
Don M. Matamoros and Alhama, have determined us to 
address these few words to you, as a public manifestation of 
our gratitude. United with our whole hearts, and by the bonds 
of an unwavering faith to the Church of Jesus Christ, we 
cannot but protest against the devices and snares of the 
Church of Rome, and we witness with deepest sorrow the 
sufferings of her victims in this miserable land, while yet we 
cannot but rejoice to find that our English brethren unite 
with us in their sympathy. 

" We trust that you will give publicity to this manifestation 

of our gratitude ; but we beg that you will not publish our 

names, as a severe and certain persecution would be the 

result. — We remain, your brothers and sisters in the Lord 

Jesus." 

(Here follow 130 signatures.) 

It appears that the E^formed Church at Malaga could have 
added many more members to its body, but a decided 
Christian walk, and faith in Christ, were considered pre- 
requisites to church-membership. 

OOMMUNIOATION 7B01C MATAUOBOS. 

Prison op the " Audienoia," Gbanada, June 11, 1861. 

Three days ago, I completed eight months of my sad and 
dismal imprisonment, and to-day at length I hear that my 
case is to be tried. 

The petition of the Procurator-Fiscal has been notified 
to us. I gave yoU some time ago some account of this man. 
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He asks for ume yeara at the gdleja for ns three vho aro 
unpriBoued at Grauada, and four years at the galleja for 
those vho were let out oa bail, and who are cow here for 
their trial, whose number is about ten. Advocates have been 
chosen for us : three from among the most eminent of Gra- 
nada, as follows : — 

For Alhama, Don Antonio Moreno Dias ; for Don Manuel 
Trigo, Don Mariano Lederma ; and for me, Don Juan Kod- 
riguez de la Escalei-a. 

The case will be defended by them this week before the 
inferior tribunal. I wiU send you a copy of the sentence, 
and the defence of our advocates, and any further facts 
worthy of notice. . . . 

Pbisoh, GauiADA, Jane 16, 1861. 

The punishment which has been awarded to us, was offi- 
cially announced to us on the 13th. 

Alhama, Trigo, and myself are to be condemned to eighteen 
years' punishment : nine to the galleys, and nine more under 
the constant vigilance of the civil authorities. Besides this, 
we are to be declared for eVer incapable of holding any office 
or political position, and also of teaching or instructing. 

Of the nine years of convict labour, I need say nothing ; 
you can fancy what they will be in Spain. But the other 
nine of vigilance are also very severe and trying. We shall 
be obliged to present ourselves once or twice daily to the 
authorities. We shall not be allowed to leave the town in 
which we may be ; but in case we should do so, we shall be 
obliged to travel by a route which shall be appointed for us, 
and also to have a note of infamy upon our passports. If 
we fail in any of these points, the remainder of our sentence 
must be fuIfiUed at the hulks. 

Nine of our brethren are sentenced to seven years of the 
galleys. In aD, twenty-one brethren are involved in this 
afiair in Granada alone ; and, with the exception of a few, 
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against whom the charges were not proved, all are doomed 
by the tyranny under which we groan to a dark and disas- 
trous future. 

We read calmly the sentence of the Fiscal, which imposes so 
barbarous a punishment upon us, and it should be made known 
throughout Europe, as a specimen of the tyrannical spirit 
which influences the Spanish laws, and their inquisitorial rage 
against those Protestants who desire to propagate their faith. 

This sanguinary document is yet a curiosity, and is worthy 
of all our pity. It is a document written by a Boman 
Catholic, to demand the punishment of men who are the 
children of God, but are Protestants. This is sufficient to 
give you an idea of its form and its spirit. It is specially 
severe upon me. I am considered as a criminal of the first 
magnitude, and of a deeper dye than any of the rest. I am 
repeatedly called the chief of the organization, the instigator 
and director of all the rest. I am declared responsible for 
the crime of forming the churches of Malaga and Barcelona, 
and guilty also of evangelising in these, and other parts of 
Spain ; and this, as well as my declaration of faith before the 
tribunal, demands a severe and heavy punishment. 

Amongst other little things, it is remarked in this docu- 
ment, that my imprisonment has not answered the purpose 
of converting me ; but that I have constantly been striving 
to propagate my heresies, even in prison. In fact, nothing 
that could prejudice the supreme tribunal against me, or 
compass my total ruin, has been forgotten. 

But with all this, one point is very remarkable : the Fiscal 
confesses distinctly, that thig protestant organization may 
one day change the religion of Spain. What a confession I 
And if it is true, how can they say that their religion is the 
true one ? and, if it is the true one, why do they fear and 
persecute the Protestants so much ? 

Our dear Alhama is accused of various crimes. The chief 
of them being, the having assisted Alonzo in his escape ; 
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and Lis being president of the Gmnada committee, and, there- 
fore, responsible for all its doings. His sentence will be the 
same as mine, as the accomplice of a crime is as guilty as the 
perpetrator ; and, besides, other heavy charges ^re laid against 
him. .... 

The more liberal portions of the press, though themselves 
Homan Catholics, are horrified at the severity of the sen- 
tence. The Gh/mor PvMico is taking an attitude, which is 
worthy at least of the century in which we live, and touches 
upon this disgraceful affair in a few eloquent passages, which 
have been copied by other newspapers. 

THE PEBSEOUTED. 

Matamoros wrote from his prison at Granada to his 
friends in England, of date 3d September 1861 : — ... In 
truth I can hardly write you to-day. I have not physical or 
moral force ; I have not any of the needful power, excepting 
love — that constraining Christian love, which gives me the 
strength to wiite to you, my indefatigable friends. My 
enemies are not weary of inflicting pain and disgrace. My 
sad experience of a new and premeditated blow has proved to 
me, that no means are too base or too cruel to be used for 
my ruin. 

I will tell you the reason of my silence, which has, I am 
sure, both surprised and grieved you. On the 8th of July, 
I was dragged from my cell, and sepulchred in a dungeon, 
the most distant and lonely in this horrible prison, poisonous 
with evil odours, and only lighted by artificial lights ; and 
there I was placed in the most rigorous solitude. At first 
I thought that there was some mistake, or, at worst, some 
exercise of arbitrary and petty tyranny against me ; but I 
soon perceived that something serious was threatening me. 
Alhama was also placed in a vile cell, and in solitude. This 
alarmed me much, and more,, the barbarous severity with 
which I was treated, and the rigorous silence to which I 
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was now condemned. When ray food was brought, or my 
cell visited, it was no longer by a single servant, as is usual, 
but the servant was always accompanied by two officials of 
the establishment. My questions were answered in mono- 
syllables, if at all, and the most trifling request was denied. 
On the second day of this state of things, all the old officers 
of the prison were removed (excepting the chief officer, who 
has always shown himself hostile to us), and were replaced by 
members of the civil guaixL All this alarmed me ; for, 
though conscience may be clear and free, yet a man who is 
suiTOunded by foes, and has already suffered much, easily 
sees causes for fresh fears. The unhealthiness of my dungeon, 
my wretched condition, my sorrowful recollection of my un- 
happy family, and a thousand other causes, proved too much 
for my strength. On the third day, a fierce and burning 
feveir laid me low. For three days, I struggled on without 
asking for any assistance ; but, on the night of the 13th of July, 
I was so ill that I asked for medical aid. The fiscal refused 
to allow me to see a doctor. I asked for medicine ; it was 
also refused. For eight days, I lay there unable to rise, con- 
sumed by the fever, until the goodness of Grod saw fit to 
remove it. Then I heard of the unjust imprisonment of 
Alhama*s family. On the thirteenth day of my imprison- 
ment in this dreadful cell, on the 25th of July, at ^ve o'clock 
in the morning, I was brought out to be examined by a miU. 
tary commission. I was for eleven hours under examins^ 
tion, and only by the questions addressed to me I learned of 
what I was accused. In the first place, I was made answer- 
able for the revolutionary and entirely political movements 
at Loja ; also for the organization and direction of the insur- 
rection, which they believed was to have broken out in 
Granada, and for the distribution of 6000 dollars with this 
intention. In this last, they considered Alhama also con- 
cerned and res2)onsible. All the friends who have visited us 
latterly, were named as accomplices. The officials of the pri- 
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son, and the former governor were also accused as accomplices, 
gained over by my bribes of 30,000 reals (£300) to liberate 
all the prisoners, and to support the movement, and they as 
well as our friends, were arrested, and some are even still in 
prison. . 

Now, I must give you an idea of the origin of this calumny, 
of the means that were used to prove it, and its object; 
Hardly had the insurrection broken out at Loja, and before 
anything of its object could have been known by the gover- 
nor, when some newspapers declared that the rising at Loja 
was a protestant movement, the rebels having cried ' Death 
to the Pope ! ' You can imagine the alarm produced by this 
report, and also how quickly the eyes of the government and 
of the nation, were in consequence directed towards us. 
Doubtless it was by special government orders, that the 
authorities of this city made use of every possible means (I 
will not say to make innocent men appear guilty) — let us 
hope that they only desired to elicit the truth ; but certain 
it is, the following circumstances took place : — 

A prisoner, whose business it was to bring water, food, 
<kc., to our distant cell, was summoned by the governor and 
captain-general, who offered him his liberty and 8000 reals 
(though under sentence of seven years' penal servitude) if he 
would reveal all he knew. He spoke of this publicly him- 
self. There are some persons who only inspire one with 
pity, but in whom one could never place the slightest confi- 
denca This unfortunate and brutalised being was of this 
description. We had never spoken to him, not only not of 
politics (of which we rarely, if ever, think or speak), but not 
even of religion. Still it is dangerous when authorities, who 
should represent the laws and administer justice, place them- 
selves in any degree, in league or treaty with ignorant, wicked 
men, devoid of reason, heart, and conscience. 

This man, after his conference with the authorities, robbed 
me of the letter I had received from my dear friends in 
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Dublin, my answer to it, two letters from my family, and a 
letter from Pastor E,. He thought he had secured all that 
was necessary, to prove my participation in the crime of which 
I was suspecfed. On the evening of July 7, these papers 
were given up to the authorities. On the morning of the 
8th, I was placed in solitary confinement, and on the follow- 
ing day, this wretched man was set at liberty ; and not only 
this, but he was permitted to occupy my former room for the 
space of a week, for the purpose of examining mine and Al- 
bania's property, to discover, if possible, some further proofs 
of our supposed guilt. One day he robbed me of a pocket- 
handkerchief, and took it to Alhama*s wife, asking, in my 
name, for " papers," and showing her my handkerchief as a 
token. She was surprised, told him that she had no such 
papers, and asked him had I lost my senses? She de- 
clared that I had never entrusted her with any such things ; 
which was perfectly true. Notwithstanding this, the spy 
reported to the fiscal that she had them, which was the 
reason of the arrest of the whole family. After a fortnight 
of examinations, declarations, anxieties, and vexations, we 
were released from our solitude, but w^ere strictly forbidden 
to speak to any one. Alhama's wife has been set at liberty, 
but his mother, seventy-two years of age, is still in prison. 
On the 2d of this month, the postman was arrested. My room 
and person were searched rigorously, but of course nothing 
was found. In my declaration, I protested against all this, 
and declared my perfect innocence of any political question, 
adding, " It is not so in matters of religion. My faith calls 
on me to propagate the "Word of God ; and in this I have 
laboured, and will labour, accepting willingly the conse- 
quences." 

I fear nothing from this calumny, though one prisoner was 
offered 1500 reals, if he would make a declaration against me, 
corroborating the statement of the person already referred to. 
He refused to do so. A second time I was cast into the 
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dark and horrible dungeon, and confined there for nineteen 
days. This was on a charge of propagating Protestantism 
amongst the prisoners. My case is now passed from the 
military to the civil courts. This is an advantage to me ; for 
truth is more easily heard in the latter than in the former. 
Still there are many calumnies and prejudices against ' me, 
but I trust in the Lord and in the might of my innocence. 
Pray for me, dear friends, and pray for my unhappy enemies, 
that Grod may forgive ttem, as I do from the bottom of my 
heart, all that they make me suffer. 

The Prison, Geanada, Sept. 7, 1861. 

Perhaps, dear brother, this letter may reach you before the 
very sorrowful one which I wrote to you last week. How 
long I have been hindered from corresponding with you 
(twelve weeks), and without hearing anything of you or my 
worthy English and Irish friends ! This is a great trial to 
me — greater than my imprisonment — ^than the fury of my 
implacable enemies, or than my physical sufferings, which 
are nevertheless severe. The best and most consoling and 
greatest news you can give me, is what you tell me of the 
Christian solicitude and zeal and holy love, with which' our 
friends and brethren in the faith ask afber us, the prisoners 
of Christ. And, believe me, it is not pride or presumption 
that makes me so much rejoice at this, but rather, I rejoice 
at the manifestation of our holy union as the "body of 
Christ," which is thus made so evident. Oh ! when you 
reply to these dear friends, speak to them of my gratitude in 
the most lively and expressive terms. Be very sure that you 
cannot exaggerate it. 

If the proposal for a day of prayer on our behalf through- 
out England, Ireland, and Scotland, has not yet been carried 
out, I beg of you to use your legitimate and fraternal influence 
that it may take place. The prayers of the saints are of 
more value to us than anything else in this world. Theso 

M 



178 DAWN OF THE SECOND 

supplications will be heard by the Great Head, and He in 
His mercy will give xis strength to bear so much sitffering. 
Pray for poor Spain ; for this unfortunate countiy, sunken 
in en'or and slavery by Satan's hand, and these prayers will 
be heard by our loving Father, who will grant all that we 
ask for His own glory. 

In Malaga two more arrests have been made. The defence 
made for Alhama and myself, I hope to send to you soon. 
Our lawyers asked for our liberty, but it was refused. Al- 
hama's advocate made a brilliant and lucid, as well as a 
courageous defence, saying amongst other things, after having 
professed his Catholic belief — " That for society, in the state 
of corruption of so-called * Catholic ' Spain, he would prefer 
the faith professed by his clients, though called Protestants ; 
for its tendencies, apart from the question of faith, were emi- 
nently moral and noble." 
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CHAPTER XXIII. 

THE FINAL JUDGMENT ON THE PBISONEBS. 

1862. 

HE following is the judgment of the tribunal of Granada 
in the case of Alhama and Matamoros, for propagating 
Protestant doctrines in Spain : — 

" Are condemned — JosI Alhama Teva to nine years* 
imprisonment ; and Manuel Matamoros to eight yeai*s' im- 
prisonment, and both are for ever prevented from following 
the profession of teacher, interdicted from all political offices 
and rights during the term of their sentence, and condemned 
to pay a quarter of the expenses each. The books and papers 
seized will be retained." 

The other prisoners, to the number of eleven, are acquitted. 
The Gorrespondencia says, — 

" These men were condemned, not because they were Pro- 
testants, seeing that nobody is punished in Spain for re- 
ligious opinion, but because they openly, with tongue and 
pen, excited a propaganda in favour of Protestantism, which 
is forbidden by the constitution of the State — a constitution 
which, in this respect, is in harmony with the most demo- 
cratic institutions which have existed in Spain since 1812." 

The French Steele commenting on this, says : — 

" That the Protestants of Granada have been condemned 
under law we do not doubt ; but what surprises us is, that 
such a law should be in existence in the 19th century, in a 
civilised country, and applied with so much rigour ; and this 
for having read the Bible in public, or lent it to a neighbour. 

The Correspondencia says, " No one is prosecuted in Spain 
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for his religious belief. But what is a rejigious belief that 
cannot be openly professed without committing an offence, 
and which is prohibited from being embodied in worship ] 
Spain likes to boast of the material progress which she has 
made for some time past — of her military glory, her industrial 
prosperity, and her agricultural resources. All this is not 
enough. It is by the generous principles on which institutions 
are. based, that nations are elevated or degi*aded. All her 
railroads, bridges, and canals, will not raise Spain from the 
secondary position she occupies. If she wishes to take 
her place among the great Powers, Spain must begin by 
adopting the principles of religious toleration, which consti- 
tute the strength and superiority of France and England." 

The Clamor Publico, published at Madrid, was recently 
seized for publishing the following paragraphs, in allusion to 
the persecution of Protestants in Spain : — " The Emperor of 
China has published a decree establishing freedom of worship 
in his dominions. And in Spain, what is being done in re- 
spect to the same question ? There are those in some of the 
provinces of Andalusia who can answer. For ourselves, re- 
membering the vulgar saying, ' Comparisons are odious,* 
we make none, because we do not wish to be odious to any- 
body." 

THE CLOSE. 

The story of Matamoros must now be brought rapidly to 
a close. 

On the final judgment of the tribunals on the case of the 
prisoners becoming known in this country and elsewhere, it 
was resolved by the Christian public generally, to send a 
numerous and influential deputation, to be composed, of 
Christian gentlemen from England and other countries of 
Europe, to wait upon the Queen of Spain, to plead the cause 
of the condemned, and to solicit their being set at liberty ; 
or, failing that, a commutation of their sentence to banishment. 

This deputation was duly en route for Madrid. Before 
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their arrival in the capital, a decree had been pronounced 
by the Spanish Government, commuting the sentence to 
banishment from Spain. Thus the mission of the deputation 
was most agreeably forestalled by the conveniently judicious 
act of grace, by which Her Majesty, Queen Isabella, was saved 
from being placed in the embarrassing position of receiving 
this great and influential European deputation. 

The liberated captives soon availed themselves of the boon 
of expatriation, and the soil of Spain was freed from their 
presence. They all proceeded to Gibraltar, and from thence 
departed to different parts of France. Matamoros was some 
time in Bayonne, and ultimately settled down in Switzerland. 
He died at Lausanne, on the 31st of July 1866, in the thirty- 
second year of his age. We had, from various sources, much 
information regarding his dying experience, and we rejoiced 
to find, that it had partaken so much of the spirit of deep 
humility and sense of unworthiness, and of a placid, child- 
like faith in Him, who loved him, and gave Himself for him. 

A week before his death, he thus wi*ote to Madame Bridel, 
wife of one of the ministers of Lausanne, who had all along 
acted as a mother to him : — " My good Saviour causes me to 
hope. He has become, in these moments, more and more 
my friend, my love, the centre of all my desires." 
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CHAPTER xxnr. 

WOBK IN LIVERPOOL. 
1862. 

'E must now turn from the sad and exciting scenes of 
the Spanisli persecutions, and revert again to the 
quiet and unnoticed sowing of the good seed of the 
kingdom beside all waters : — 

The following communication is from Thomas Ryan, Esq., 
of Dublin, a Christian gentleman, who has long laboured to 
further the gospel among Spaniards, in connection with 
the Edinburgh Society. We need scarcely add that he is a 
gratuitous labourer, and has done much service in the good 
cause. What he states, is a mere sample of the sea-port 
work, which was , being carried on throughout this country 
on behalf of Spain. Mr Ryan wrote : — 

" I must give you an outline of what has been doing here 
in Liverpool for some time past. The seed of the word has 
been cast upon many hearts, " a little here and a little there,** 
— and we may be sure that the results will be, as given by 
our Lord in the parable of the seed sown on divers soils. 
" The kingdom of heaven '* will assume this aspect in every 
place where the truth of God is preached and made known, 
but silence is imposed upon us with respect to the names of 
places and persons ; and, from this circumstance, many have 
inferred that little or nothing is doing. They have said that 
the accounts given of Spain were exaggerated, and that it 
could not be proved, that in that country any of the natives 
had embraced the gospel of God. These things continued to 
be repeated up to the time of the late persecution, and im- 
prisonment of the Lord's witnesses in Spain. To give 
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tangible proofs beforehand would have been quite indiscreet 
on our part, and it were better to bear the taunt than com- 
promise the persons ; for, after all, the work was the Lord's 
and for His approval, and not that of man ; but, when the 
persecution came, then it was evident to all that a good 
work had been going on, and the constancy with which those 
dear ones have borne their sufferings, show how deeply seated 
were their convictions. And who can tell but that it may 
be with them now, as it was with St Paul of old, whose 
bonds were made manifest in the palace and in all other 
places (Phil. L 13) ; for the very fact of their imprisonment, 
not for crime or sedition, but for the gospel, will cause men 
to inquire in what the peculiarity of their faith consists ; 
and thus the gospel will become known, whether willingly 
or unwillingly, by and to their enemies. So marvellous are 
the ways of the Lord, who " out of the eater brings forth 
meat, and out of the strong brings forth sweetness." So 
that these things " fall out Irather unto the furtherance of 
the gospel." 

" But to speak more immediately of this place. There is 
here, as you are aware, a field for the giving of tracts, 
gospels, (fee, and also for declaring the truth as it is in Jesus, to 
small companies of Spanish seamen. Since Alonzo left, last 
year, Messrs Job and Robinson* have carried on the reunions 
alternately week after week. The numbers vary — sometimes 
iivef sometimes ten, sometimes fifteen, are present, and so on. 
Though they thus vary owing to circumstances, yet, whether 
more or less, there are invariably great earnestness and atten- 
tion. Hymns are sung in Spanish, Scripture is read and ex- 
plained, and then a regular discourse ; afterwards, when the 
meeting breaks up, tracts are given and received freely. 

Mr Job often takes one or two of them home to his house, 
to teach them more fully the way of salvation, and for hours 

* These gentlemen are up to this day (1870) labouring as above described, in con- 
vection -with the Society. 
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they enjoy together the word of God ; and, with the Lord's 
blessing, this labour of love will not be in vain. Indeed, 
within the last few weeks, some cases of a very hopeful nature 
have turned up. But there is need of visiting, and of speak- 
ing face to face, as well as of holding meetings on stated 
occasions ; and the time of those Christian men being so 
fully occupied during the week days, renders them unable to 
accomplish it. I may say, therefore, with truth, that the de- 
sire in general amongst Spanish folks in this place for tracts, 
single Gospels, and the Testament, has in no wise abated, 
but rather increased. An instance of this occurred only the 
other day. A Spaniard, who has given some! evidence of a 
good work in his own soul, wished that his father also should 
become acquainted with the Bible, and determined to take 
it to him when next visiting his home. In doing so, he ran 
great risk of detection ; and, had he not adopted an extreme 
and singular caution under the circumstances, he would now 
in all probability be in prison ; for some of his acquaintances, 
happening to know of the treasure he possessed, went and 
informed the authorities, who thereupon made diligent 
search. He, however, anticipating some such result, pro- 
vided accordiQgly, and escaped their hands. Thus there will 
be now also as of old, enemies to the gospel, who will oppose 
themselves and " inform the governors." 

" Many thanks for the valuable boxes of books which you 
send here fi*om Edinburgh from time to time. Their con- 
tents are very precious. What should we do without those 
beautiful single Gospels, tracts, and New Testaments 1 The 
Lord bless you all in these things, and enable you in His 
good providence to do more and more, and supply the funds 
requisite for these undertakings !'* 

QUEEN Isabella's fhtsioian. 

In the courae of this year, we received a special invitation 
from the late Sir James Simpson (then Professor Simpson), 
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to meet at his house, the private physician of the Queen 
of Spain, who was on a visit to him at the time. "We went, 
and carried with us a copy of the Bible and Spanish hymn- 
book, to have them presented to hint We were fully aware 
of the delicacy attendant upon such a presentation, and were, 
therefore, most agreeably surprised on being told by Sir 
James, on our arrival, that his Spanish guest had, on the 
morning of that very day, inquired where he could pro- 
cure a copy of the Spanish Bible. The books we had 
with us, were duly presented by Sir James on an early occa- 
sion, and they were most thankfully received. Sir James 
contrived to get us seated next his Spanish visitor, and we 
talked about Spanish matters as much as the broken English 
of the latter would admit of. In reply to various inquiries 
respecting Spanish Protestants, he told us^ there were very 
many of them in Spain ; and that they held meetings for 
worship in many cities, and were not, he said, interfered 
with by the government. He had heard about the im- 
prisonment of Matamoros and his brethren, but seemed 
to believe that they had been apprehended for political 
oftences. He also stated that there were great numbers 
of Bibles in Spain, and that the people were allowed to read 
them freely.* 

While we contemplated the noble thoughtful countenance 
of this grave and learned Spaniard, and thought of the 
spiritual blight that rested on himself, his family, his country- 
men, and his land ; it was with feelings of melting sympathy 
and interest, that our heart was raised to God in prayer, 
thus — Lord, visit Thou him, and his dark land with Thy 
salvation ! 

Sir James afterwards informed us, that his Spanish visitor 

* It was perfectly trne that any Spaniard, by the latest Constitntion, was at liberty 
to profess Protestantism and read the Scriptnres, bat it was not lawful for any to 
circulate the Scriptures, or Protestant tracts or to do anything tendinfc to subvert the 
established religion. 
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had expressed himself greatly pleased with this country 
and the people, and had said that he hoped to visit it again, 
and to bring his daughter along with him. 

We have reason to know that Sir Jamea Simpson employed 
all hia great influence with this Spanish physician, with a 
view to his spiritual good, both on the occasion of this visit 
to Edinburgh, and in his aabseq^uent correspondence with 
himonliis return to Madrid. 
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CHAPTER XXT. 

WOBE AT THE INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION. 

1862. 

\N this year, the Committee engaged the services of 
Mr Heffell, a veil-known earnest, efficient English 
"^ missionary, who can speak the Spanish and Portuguese 
languages with the utmost fluency, to labour among the 
Spaniards and Portuguese in London, during the season of 
the great International Exhibition. Mr Heffell' s journal of 
these labours, which was sent monthly to the Committee, 
always impressed us with the conviction, that, were nothing 
more being effected than this effort through means of Mr 
Heffell, it was of itself well worth all the year's labours and 
expenditure of the Scottish Society. 

Mr Heffeirs work did not consist in the mere distribution 
of books, but in personal conversation and dealing, both with 
Spaniards and Portuguese in the Exhibition, in hotels, in 
the public streets, and wherever they could be found, on the 
great subject of their own personal salvation, while the Scrip- 
tures were read to them, and the gospel was fully presented 
to their view. 

This was a work of no ordinary difficulty and delicacy ; 
and the manner in which it was so successfully accomplished 
is cause of the deepest thankfulness to Him, who had been 
with his servant to help, sustain, and prosper. To God be 
all the praise. 

The following notes were prepared by Mr Heffell from his 
current jouma], at the close of his work at the Exhibition. 
The incidents narrated are only a very few from a large 
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number, and are given as a mere sample of the character of 
the work which was carried on in London, from the 3d of 
June to the 5tb of October, when this branch of the Com- 
mittee's work terminated. 

It must be remembered that the circulation of books, as 
stated below, was alone the work of one man ; and delivered 
all by his own hand, and always in every case with more or 
less conversation with the recipients. It must likewise be 
mentioned, that the circulation could not in this work be in- 
discriminate, from the extreme difficulty of dealing with the 
Spanish mind, the frequent rejection of the books, and also 
from the fear and difficulties expressed by many, in the way 
of carrying anything into Spain, more than a very small 
volume. In every case, the books and tracts were received 
and taken away when they seemed to be valued ; and we 
have the fullest confidence that they have been in private 
circulation throughout the peninsula, and many of them in 
high places, from the circumstance of the great proportion 
having been given to gentlemen, who, from their income and 
position, were able to affi)rd the expense of a visit to the 
great metropolis of England. Mr Heffell wrote ; — 

This great Exhibition of the world's industry has proved 
to be, as was expected, a great European attraction. From 
all parts of the Continent — ^America, Asia, and Africa — 
visitors have come with eager eye to behold the great de- 
velopments of art, and the progress of science. Among its 
visitors have been persons of nearly all shades of colour, 
speaking nearly all languages, and followers of nearly every 
system of religion. It may be truly said of London, thatit 
has this year been the " Jerusalem of the pentecostal age." 
A great opportunity has thus been affi)rded for making 
known the glorious truths of the gospel, and it is matter of 
rejoicing, that the Christian Church has not been unmindful 
of its duty. Evangelical ministers and missionaries have 
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been running to and fro, bearing testimony for Jesns in 
nearly eveiy known language, thus giving occasion to revive 
the words of ancient wonder, " How hear we every man in 
our own tongue wherein we were bom ? " Much, very much 
to encourage Christian effort has accompanied this work, but 
the amount of real usefulness must be left for eternity to un- 
fold. I trust, however, that the friends of Spain will find 
in the following sketch of Spanish and Portuguese effort, 
signs of divine approval, matter of interest, and cause for 
increased zeal. 

The work was commenced on the 3d of June, and con- 
tinued until the 5th of October, during which time 1815 
Spaniards and 460 Portuguese were met with, and the gospel 
proclaimed to as many as would stay to listen. During 
these visits, the Scriptures were read in 140 instances, 290 
copies of Scripture wer^ given to the most encouraging cases, 
besides a large number of separate Gospels, which were fre- 
quently preferred on account of their small size, and 3271 
books and tracts, delivered by my own hand, besides parcels 
sent away. Twenty-six services were conducted at the west, 
in Freemasons Hall, and in the east, in Wellclose Square, 
with an aggregate attendance of 601, making an average of 
twenty-three at each service. 

The observation of character during the campaign has led 
to the conclusion, that, amongst Spaniards or Portuguese, 
there is but little infidelity ; in two instances only, did I 
meet with persons denying the Divine existence, and the life 
to come. But, whilst there is but little infidelity among 
them, careless indifference is most fearfully rampant. This 
becomes speedily manifest when the subject of religion is 
introduced ; it causes at once a crusade of words, attacking 
priestly domination and ignorance, together with the mani- 
fest corruptions of the church, some of which result in 
consequences unfit for publication in these pages. It is, how- 
ever, most to be deplored that, whilst they thus protest 
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against known and existing errors, they have so little desire 
to hear of the " more excellent way." The desire in each 
instance has to be fostered, and it has often appeared painful 
to observe the coldness with which they have listened to the 
gospel, contrasted with the warmth and energy with which 
they have expatiated on the erroneous practices of the 
Romish Church. 

It is not my wish, however, to be understood as implying 
that Rome has not its faithful adherents. On the contrary, 
some have been met with, who have such a deep-rooted 
prejudice to any innovation of their long-cherished and much- 
loved notions of Christianity, that I have seen them turn 
pale with rage, whilst I have been committing no greater 
fault than that of proclaiming Christ, and desiring to pre- 
sent them with the word which maketh wise unto salvation. 
Some of the milder sort have said they could not think why 
I wanted to be pestering them with my books and religion ; 
and not unfrequently have asked what I should think of 
them, if they were to bring books from Spain for a similar 
purpose. Others have said, they had come to England 
seeking pleasure, and did not wish to be arrested by religion, 
whilst others have advised me to let them alone here, and go 
to Spain, where they thought such efforts were much needed ! 
!N^otwithstanding these opposing traits of character, I have 
gone forth bearing the precious seed of truth, and depending 
alone on Christ for success. How far the truth has progressed 
by these efforts, the following incidents may serve to illustrate. 

In the Spanish court of the Exhibition, I met a group of 
six gentlemen and two ladies, and spoke with them some 
few minutes of the things exhibited, I had gained their con- 
fidence, and we were already on friendly terms ; but, when I 
introduced the subject of religion, their suspicion was excited, 
and one of them said, " I suppose then you are a Protestant." 
I replied that I was a Protestant, because I protested against 
sin ; but, in reality, I hoped I was a Christian, " Ah yes," 
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said they, " but you are not a Eoman Apostolic Catholic." 
I replied, " I suppose not, but I am a Christian Catholic.'* 
" Ah, but," said they, " hear now ; we believe Christ was 
God, and that he was bom of the blessed virgin, conceived by 
the Holy Ghost ; of course you don't believe this." I replied, 
" Of course I do." " Ah then," said they, " you are not a 
Protestant, you are a Catholic like ourselves, why did you 
seek to deceive us ?" I then told them that I was what the 
world called a Protestant, bub that I believed all they had 
said of Jesus, and mugh more, in proof of which I would 
read to them from my own Bible the passages confirming the 
truth of my assertion. By this time, they all became deeply 
interested in the conversation ; the ladies sat down by the 
heap of minerals, and the gentlemen seated themselves on 
the benches, listening with intense interest, whilst I read to 
them select passages, bearing on the subject matter of con- 
versation, and then turned to Rom. v., reading the first five 
verses, and offering explanatory remarks. In this way, I 
spent some forty minutes with them. They thankfully 
received our books, and said, they were still slow to believe 
that I could be a Protestant ; for they did not think Protes- 
tants entei*tained such views of Jesus as those I had pro- 
pounded. Of one thing I am certain, that they will hence- 
forth have different views of protestantism than those they 
had before ; and, may it not be hoped, that the simple state- 
ment of the gospel will make a deep and lasting impression 
on their minds ! 

On one occasion, after visiting in the Exhibition, I took a 
tour to all the Spanish hotels. On arriving at the one kept 
by Senor Bastida, in Percy Street, Tottenham Court Bead, 
I met two gentlemen coming out, whom I accosted, and gave 
each a tract, which they immediately threw at my feet, and 
walked away laughing. There were ^yq other Spanish 
gentlemen coming up at the same time, and saw the conduct of 
the others towards me. I accosted them, and found it com- 
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paititively easy to gain their attention. They had been 
listening to the gospel some fifteen minutes, when the first 
two gentlemen returned, and seeing me still there, came up 
and joined the company, listening with apparently equal at- 
tention. I continued my discourse some ten minutes longer, 
knowing nothing among them save Christ and Him crucified. 
When I had finished, and was about leaving them, the two 
gentlemen who threw the tracts away, took my hand, saying, 
" Suplicamos mil perdones porque no sabiamos quien era V." 
" We ask your pardon for we knew not who you were." I 
assured them it was not needful to ask pardon, as Christianity 
teaches us to forgive even our enemies. They then said how 
sorry they were that they would not have an opportunity of 
seeing me again, as they were both about leaving for Spain 
to-morrow. I assured them that the sorrow was mutual, but 
if they would allow me, I would make them a present of 
some books, as a memento of the interview* They received 
them thankfully, but the Bibles seemed to surprise them. 
One of them drew from his pocket a quantity of silver, and 
said, " How much have I to pay ? ' I told him I wished 
bim to pay for the Bible, not in coin, but by earnest atten- 
tion to its truths. Another said, " Oh, no, put your money 
back, these books are always given in England." " Oh ! but," 
said he, " I wish to pay ! I will pay ! I can't understand 
it, how kind it is of English Christians to give such books ! 
I really can't understand it. I promise out of gratitude to 
read this book carefully on the passage home, and will you 
oblige me by writing your name in it 1 " He seemed like 
one surprised, and not an incident has occurred in all this 
campaign in which I have more faith than in the statement, 
" I can't understand it." I am slow to believe in sudden 
conversions, but I am slower still in limiting the power of 
God, and I desire to ascribe all glory to Him whilst I say, 
that I believe the truth reached this dear man's heart. 

The gentleman, to whom reference is made in this case, is 
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an artisty and has figured conspicaou^lj in the theatres of 
Spain. Some examples of his artistic skill were exhibited 
in the Exhibition ; but his principal object in coming to 
London was to obtain a prestige for a collection of pictures, 
which had been patronized by the Queen and nobility of 
Spain. This exhibition, although ingenious and deserv- 
ing patronage, met with but little support, and all but proved 
a failure. I visited him several times at his residence in 
Regent Street, and by advice and interpretation gained his 
confidence. He always evinced a hearty readiness to con- 
verse on religious subjects, and frequently indulged in criti- 
cising the doctrines and practices insisted upon in Spain. 
On one occasion, when two other Spanish gentlemen were 
present, he gave us a ludicrous description of the monthly 
confession he was obliged to make when in college. From 
this I took occasion to show, that all have sinned, and 
therefore have occasion to confess their sins, not to man, 
but to God, who alone has power to forgive. I do not 
think either of the three gentlemen will soon forget this 
visit. I was pleased on each occasion at the apparent in- 
creased desire of the artist to be instructed ; and, when I 
last visited him, he was gathering his collection together in 
order to leave London. I again brought before him the 
great truths of the gospel, and gave him a Bible in remem- 
brance of our acquaintance. " Oh ! " said he, " this is the 
only present I have had since I have been in London. I 
shall value it because I have long wanted one, and I shall 
value it the more because given by you. I shall never forget 
you, nor the happy and instructive visits I have received 
from you ; and if ever you come to Madrid, let me hope that 
you will come to see me," 

Senor M. came here as the representative of a large pro- 
vision firm in Madrid, and remained over two months. I 
had frequent interviews with him, as not only was he anxious 
to be instructed, but I always knew where, at certain hours, 

N 
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he might be found. Often, very often, he has asked me to 
sit down, and tell him the meaning of certain passages of 
Scripture, and he always appeared to take great interest in the 
remarks. It will perhaps be wondered how he came to know, 
or to be solicitous about the Scriptures. Some ^ve years 
ago, he was residing in Paris, and his sister — ^for whom he 
expressed much attachment — ^resided in another part of 
France. She was there brought to a knowledge of the truth, 
and commenced a series of Christian epistles to him. At 
length she sent him a Bible, accompanied by a letter in which 
she referred especially to Luke iii. 9, " Now is the axe laid 
unto the root," and this was the last letter he received ; for 
she fell suddenly iQ, and died a few days after. These words 
of truth are fixed in his memory, and, ^hen for the firet time 
he asked of me their meaning, I shall not soon forget the 
earnestness with which he listened. He said that he b^ 
lieved the axe was laid unto the root of his soul, for he often 
felt very unhappy, and sometimes realized comfort from a 
verse of a hymn, which he learned when in Paris, and which 
he often quoted to me. It referred to Christ as the sinner's 
rock and hope. When he left, he thanked me for my atten- 
tion to him ; and, although I could not say that he left a 
decided and peaceful Christian, yet I feel sure that the Lord 
used me as an instrument of comfort, instruction, and bless- 
ing to his soul. 

•Senor P. was a highly intelligent gentleman. He had 
come to England solely with the view of gathering informa- 
tion from the things exhibited ; thus he might be seen nearly 
every day, with a large book in his hand, searching into all 
kinds of mechanism, examining produce, and making notes 
in his book of all he deemed worthy. He several times 
attended our service in Freemasons HaU, and, when he saw 
me during the week, had always some remark to make 
respecting the sermon. I believe the dawn was breaking in 
upon his mind. Several times when he met me, he would 
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call me aside for confidential intercourse. It may be regarded 
as proof that the vord was ah'eady influencing his heart, that, 
when on one occasion he was in company with two gentle- 
men, after conversing with them some time, he told the 
gentlemen where he would meet them, and then called me 
behind a bench in the centre nave, saying, " I don't know 
how it is, but I am feeling a great attachment to you, for 
this reason, that in all my conversations with you, I have 
never heard you mention aught against any church. In my 
own country, they preach against Protestantism, and here the 
preachers preach against Catholicism ; I wish there was more 
gospel and less cavil." Several blessed opportunities I had 
for making known the truth to this gentleman, and his 
attention was always such as to encourage hope that the 
effort was not in vain. He took with him to Spain a Bible 
and several books, which he seemed greatly to value. 

Senor I. was only visited by me three times ; but, on each 
of these occasions, I was delighted with the desire he evinced 
to be instructed. He is a native of Cataluna, and has two 
cousins, both of whom are priests. He was married about 
six years ago, on which occasion, as is the custom of the 
church, he went to confession, but was refused absolution; 
because he possessed a prohibited book, and did not think 
proper to give i^ up, as he saw no reason why he should. 
T need scarcely say that book was the Bible. He was 
married without absolution, and since then has been njuch 
more diligent in his search after truth than he was previously. 
His cousins (priests) have several times come to his house, and 
quarrelled with him about that book. When he related this, 
I was visiting him at his lodgings. He was to leave London 
the next day. I therefore tried to be faithful with him, 
urging upon him the great need of a change of heart. I read 
to him from the Holy Word, and begged him not to neglect 
confession of sin to God. Besides exhortation, I questioned 
him, a-nd among other things asked if he ever prayed. " Oh, 
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yes," he said, " I pray every day, but I pray only, look there 
(pointing to a picture representing Jesus rising from the 
tomb) to Jesus ; not to any saint, for I feel it is better to 
pray alone to Him." I trust the work begun in this man's 
soul is of the Lord. 

Yery soon after these efforts were commenced, I met with 
Seiior Solares. He is from Havanna, and is an exhibitor 
of works of art. I conversed with him about ten minutes on 
the first occasion, and observed a reservedness in his manner, 
though he accepted some tracts. J^ext day, he saw me again 
, in the Exhibition, and caught me by the arm, pulling me to a 
seat, " Come," said he, " let us sit down here. I did not say 
much to you yesterday, for I thought you were a Jesuit, but 
having read one of your books, I know now what you are, 
and can speak to you in confidence," We sat together nearly 
an hour talking of religion. This man continued to attend 
our meetings every subsequent Sabbath at Freemasons Hall ; 
and, after the close of the last sendee we held, he came to me, 
thankful for the instruction he had received, and said he had 
never before attended any services with so much profit as he 
had done these. He hoped I would still think of him, and 
pray for him ; for his faith in the Romish Church was so 
shaken, that he thought he should never profit by its teaching 
again ! May the Holy Spirit sustain him and lead him, 
until brought, as a humble suppliant, in simple faith to the 
foot of the cross ! 

The exhibitors in the Portuguese Court have, from the 
commencement, shown me a friendly disposition, and often 
introduced me to visitors who have happened to be in the 
court at the same time as myself. Senhor Vinha has offered 
me most encouragement, by his general readiness to listen to 
the truth, and thankfulness for books. The last time I 
visited him, religious conversation was introduced by his 
saying, how anxious he was to return to his friends in Lis- 
bon, and then, humorously remarked, that he would like to 
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sell all the things in the conrt^ and afterwards sell himself 
for £1000. I said, " Now, suppose I buy you, who shall I 
pay the money to ]" " Oh I" he said, "to me, of course !'* 
" But," I said, " if I buy you, you would be my slave, and 
all your money would be mine." "Ah! yes," he said, "but 
I don't wish to be a slave." I then took occasion to show 
that all by nature are slaves to sin, and that we are slaves 
sold for nought, but Jesus has redeemed us from that slavery 
by giving Himself a ransom ; and then turning to John viii. 
36, 1 tried to show how great freedom may be enjoyed, if it 
be sought in and through Jesus. "' Ah ! " said he, " you are 
right, I am a slave in that sense ; I wish I was not. I will 
remember this subject." After shaking hands, he left 
solemnized and thoughtful. 

Senor B. wais staying where there were about thirty other 
Spaniards. Through him, I obtained a friendship with 
the others ; but, although my visits were welcomed by all, 
none interested me so much as Senor B. He attended our 
meetmgs every Sabbath during his stay in London, and, 
after every meeting, begged the favour of a visit during the 
week. Several times he brought other Spaniards with him, 
and seemed to feel an increasing delight, in having his 
countrymen brought under the sound of the gospel, the 
power of which, I believe, he now began to feel. August 
10th was the last Sabbath he remained in England. I shall 
not soon forget the earnest way in which he expressed his 
feelings, in something like the following words : — " I thank 
God for what I now know and feel ; but oh, how many years 
of my life have been passed in ignorance of these things. I 
now believe in God, I hope in God." He took with him a 
few books for distribution in Spain, thus practically observ- 
ing the command of Jesus, " Go home to thy friends, and tell 
how great things the Lord hath done for thee." 

The case which I will now state, may serve to show that, 
although, in each of the preceding cases, I have had repeated 
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visits and long conversations, in each of which hopes of 
having been useful are entertained, yet, in cases where no 
such hope has appeared, much unknown usefulness has 
been the result. I met three gentlemen at the British 
Museum, and had with them only a short conversation, a 
they appeared very impatient, and not much disposed to 
listen, and I left them, taking no note whatever of the visit. 
The Lord, however, caused His word to be a real Jerusalem 
blade to the wounding of their hearts. On the following 
Sabbath evening, I was surprised to see these three gentle- 
men at the meeting in Freemasons Hall. After the service, 
they came to me, and said how much they had been thinking 
of what I said to them at the Museum, and had in conse- 
quence concerted among themselves to come to the preaching. 
I had with them a long conversation, in which they showed 
many tokens of being anxious inquirers. They very much 
wished to have Bibles; and, as I had none on the spot^ 
they gave me their address, and wished me to bring three 
next evening, to their hotel in Surrey Street, Strand. 
On the morrow, I took the Bibles, and found them just ready 
to go out. Their first inquiry was, "Have you brought the 
Bibles ? " When they saw me take them from my bag, they 
each took off their glove, raised thmr hats, and said, " Mil 
gracias, Senor, cuanto tenemos que pagar? ("A thousand 
thanks. Sir, how much have we to pay 1 ") I had with them 
as long a conversation as the bustle of the hotel would 
admit, and feel encouraged to hope tliat this effort will be 
blessed to the cause of the gospel. All three are gentlemen 
of considerable influence in Spain. 

Hitherto I have given only such cases as have been 
attended with blessing. In order, however, to give a fair 
sketch of the work, I will now give one or two cases illustra- 
tive of the trials which have not unfrequently occurred. 

It was evening. The visitors at the hotel of Senor 
D*01iveira in Golden Square had just dined, and seven 
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gentlemen were smoking their cigars at the door. I accosted 
them most respectfully, and offered them a book. « " Oh ! no,, 
thank you," said one, " they are Protestant books, we don't 
want them ! " It happened to be a Gospel, but I took occa- 
sion from their remark to explain the word Protestant. A 
warm discussion ensued. They became more friendly^ 
listened to a recital of my hope in the gospel, and at length 
all received the books thankfully. Soon afterwards, I re- 
turned to the hotel again. It was now dark. Two gentle- 
men were just coming out. . I could hear that they were 
.Spaniards, but could not distinctly see their faces. I begged 
pardon for obtruding, and asked them kindly to accept a book. 
One of them immediately raised his stick, and motioned as if 
about to strike me, saying, " You villain, twice I have re- 
fused to have anything to do with you in the Exhibition ; and 
I told you a few days ago not to speak to me again, and 
you are now fishing me' out here ! " Again he raised his 
stick, and threatened, if I did not go, to give me a cudgelling. 
I tried in vain some ten minutes to apologise and conciliate 
him ; he would hear nothing, but continued to heap abuse 
and threats upon me. A crowd gathered around, and his 
fury increased to such a height, that I felfc thankful to make 
my escape without receiving a blow. 

A Spanish gentleman was accosted bym e at the entrance 
of his hotel in Oxford Street I explained to him my object 
in addressing him, and said, " I should like to present you 
with some books." His eye seemed fired with rage as he 
said, " Who do you think I am 1 I am no republican. I 
am a true Catholic, and I am surprised at your impudence 
in offering me these heretical books. You had better be gone, 
or I will have you removed. I don't wish to be in your 
company." His anger only increased, whilst I tried to reason 
with him. I removed a little from him, and said " Suppose 
we meet in heaven, what then ] " He replied, " If so, we 
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shall be friends, but not until then. Go; I am no re* 
publican*'' 

The following incident will serve to show that^ even where 
there is no disposition to be hostile to our efforts, yet there is 
the fear which obtains in the Spanish mind, to take books into 
Spain, and that, in many instances, much as they wish to have 
them, they are refused. Two gentlemen and a lady were 
met with in the Spanish court, and a long and friendly con- 
versation obtained with them. The subject of conversation 
was upon the title of a tract I had given them, " Que es el 
Evangelio," (What is the Gospel 1) For about half-an-hour, I 
was engaged proclaiming the gospel to them, during which 
time the lady was intently reading a New Testament which 
I had given to her. When about to leave them, the gentle- 
men said, " It is truly an important question, but we would 
rather not have the books ! for they may possibly bring us 
into trouble." The lady looked up surprised, and appeared 
to return the Testament with some reluctance. 

In conclusion, I will only add, that this article has been 
written in much perplexity, as, fi-om the abundance of inter- 
esting cases before me, I have been at a loss to know which 
would prove most interesting. It is hoped that those have 
been selected, which shall most redound to Grod's glory, and 
clearly manifest that the gospel fe the power of God, even to 
the priest-ridden and superstitiously-led Spaniards. 

Several Spanish gentlemen, connected with the Spanish 
Commission, have taken a lively interest in these efforts, by 
making known our place and hours of service to others. Not 
a few of them have received Bibles for their own use, and 
have also introduced others to me, who were wishing to take 
books with them to Spain. 

The condition of Spain ought surely to inspire in the 
hearts of the children of God an ardent zeal for its salvation 
from the blindness which now prevails. A cold latent 
sympathy will never effect this. No ; it requires, under 
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God, the active faith bursting forth from the depths of the 
soul, leading to the exclamation, " By my prayers, by my 
substance, and by my active exertion, I will rise to the help 
of the Lord against the mighty." 

SPECIAL NOTICE. 

The year ending this last chapter, 1862, must conclude 
our notices of the Ea/rly Dawn of the Second Reformation in 
Spaiuy in this volume. In the year 1863, and following 
years, entirely new spheres of labour in Spain, and phases of 
work were entered upon. These forming, in interest and 
importance, an entirely new epoch in the histoiy of the 
Spanish Mission, we have deemed it suitable here to make 
a break, and to reserve the continuation of our story to 
another volume, to commence with the year 1863, should we 
be enabled to overtake its production, as explained in the 
preface. Very many articles prepared for the press, and 
reaching up in date to the close of the year 1862, with which 
we close the preceding chapter, have been omitted for want 
of space. The insertion however, of the following chapter 
of notices of present work, and of the appendix will, we 
trust, prove satisfactory to our readers. 

NoU. — ^After this year (1862) Sefior Ruet ceased to be an agent of 
the Spanish Evangelization Society, and became the agent of the Paris 
Committee. He thereafter removed from Gibraltar, and laboured among 
Spaniards in Algeria, until up to the time of the revolution, when he 
proceeded to Madrid, where he has since been labouring. 
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The star of the morning hath beamed from on high^ 
And burst through the gloom that enshrouded the sky, 
The shadows of night at his rising are fled, — 
The Spirit of promise breathes life from the dead. 

We hail the glad tidings, re-echoed again, 
The dawn of the morning hath gleamed upon Spain ; 
The 8\m in his beauty and brightness shall rise, '« ^ 
And the noon-tide of day illumine the skies. 

In sadness we pined 'mid the gloom of the night, 
And long did we look for the dawnings of light — 
We prayed, and we sorrowed, and breathed forth our. sighs, 
. Yet hoped that the day spring at length would arise. 

Zion, thy glory long shrouded in gloom 
Was dark as the death-shade that rests on the tomb ; 
And feeble and fitful the rays that were given 
To guide to the rest and the brightness of heaven. 

Arise from the dust ; lo, Jehovah appears. 
Thy Maker, thy Husband, to scatter thy fears ; 
In the garments of light and of beauty arrayed. 
In the strength of his love he comes to thine aid. 

Thy seed, like the stars that bespangle the skies^ 
Shall seek to Jehovah, with weeping and sighs ; 
On him whom they pierced they in anguish shall gaze. 
Till mourning be changed to the shoutings of praise. 

Thy children, Bispania, are taught of the Lord, 
And sweet is the hope which his mercies afford ; 
Though sore was thy conflict, and deep be thy scars, 
A sunbeam shall clothe thee — ^thy crown be the stars. 
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Jehovah, thy grace and thy gloiy display. 
Thy priests with the robes of salvation array, — 
With righteousness clothe them, — ^with glory benign, — 
And guide by the cloud and the pillar divine. 

bh, look in thy mercy, enlighten, redeem ; 
Thy glory extend, as the life-giving stream. 
Till it cover the earth and rise to the throne, 
And JesuB a boundless eternity own. 

Thy sword, most Mighty, now gird on thy thigh. 
Bide forth in thy glory, salvation is nigh ; 
Thine enemies slay by the breath of thy mouth. 
And triumph because of thy mercy and truth. 

Great God, we adore thee ; from race unto race 
Hispania shall boast in thy triumphs of grace. 
Till, robed in the garments of beauty and light, 
She shine as a gem in thy diadem bright. 




S0« DAWN OF TSB SBCONJ) 



CHAPTER ON PRESENT WORK. 
1868-1871. 

jN the story we have attempted to tell, in the foregoing 
pages, of the rise and progress of the Bavm of tlie 
% Second Reformation in Spain, as connected with the 
Spanish Evangelization Society, we have given the 
narrative, as much as possible, in the language of others, 
who related what they had seen and done. This has been 
purposely done, with the specia} design of showing, by many 
witnesses, the perfect genuineness and authenticity of the 
work described, which, had it rested on the testimony of the 
author alone, might have been deemed to partake too 
much of the covleii/r de rose, to be altogether worthy of im- 
plicit reliance. But, in the face of testimonies so many and 
varied, as are adduced in these chapters, no one can for a 
moment reasonably feel disposed to question the fact, that a 
true, impartial, and thoroughly genuine sketch of the 
great preliminary gospel work in the Spanish Peninsula has 
been given. On no other assumption, than that such a work 
had been progressing for many years previous to the late 
revolution, can the present rapidly advancing tide of evangel- 
ism be accounted for. But, for that previous under-current 
work, we have no hesitation in saying, that the rushing of 
evangelistic agencies into Spain, immediately after the revolu- 
tion, might have met with a very different reception from 
the people. To say the least, but for that work, there would 
have been no such welcome reception as has been given to 
an open Bible and a free Gospel. But, more than that, there 
is every reason to believe, that the country would have been 
as a whole, divided into the two great camps of fanatical 
popery, which was so long dominant in Spain, and infidelity, 
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which was being rapidly introduced from France ; and the 
two together would have formed a hard dry soil, painfully 
discouragiQg as a field of labour, and, humanly speaking, 
almost impervious to the influences of the gospel 

At the present moment, what do we see in the advancing 
progress of the gospel in Spain ? As in the course of these 
sketches, we have pi'eferred giving the testimonies of others, 
we give, in a few words, that of one wholly unconnected 
with the Spanish Evangelization Society, the Rev. Dr Wylie 
of Edinburgh, who travelled in Spain in the year following 
the revolution. In his lately published volume, entitled 
Daybreak in Spain, he says : — 

" This movement is not upon the surface merely ; it has 
penetrated to the depths of society ; it stirs the heart of the 
Spanish people. Nor is it confined to a few localities ; it 
embraces the whole country. It is felt by the artisans and 
citizens of Madrid and Seville ; by the inhabitants of the 
rural villages; by the husbandmen of the Pyrenees; the 
peasant of La Mancha ; the vine grower of the Toledan Hills^ 
and the orange cultivator of the Guadalquiver. It is felt by 
all ranks and classes ; by the lettered and the unlettered, by 
the man of title and the man of handicraft ; nay, the very 
halt and blind have come under its influence, With the 
same readiness, warmth, and unquestioning, confiding faith, 
as their fathers in the sixteenth century, are the men of 
Spain at this hour turning to the gospel. We know not ia 
what the movement may issue, whether in the emancipation 
of the whole nation, or of only a part of it. We cannot look 
into the future ; we can only say what exists in the present, 
and we record the simple fact, when we state that no nation 
in Christendom, since the times of the Reformation, has been 
moved, as Spain is moved at this hour." 

The progress of the work of the Edinburgh Spanish 
Evangelization Society, from the revolution of September 
1868, has been narrated ia the quarterly periodical, Times of 
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Refreshing in Spain, commencing with the January number 
of 1869, and is familiar to the suppoi-ters of the mission 
generally. But, for the information of those who have 
not seen the intelligence contained in that periodical, and in 
the Reports and Occasional Papers of the Society, we give 
the following statement of the Committee's work from April 
1868, a few months before the revolution, up to the close of 
the year 1870. The brief sketch of the later work of the 
Society which follows, will not forestall the consecutive 
narrative to be contained in a second volume, should such 
be issued. 

THE FIBST ASSEHBLT. 

Five months before the late Spanish revolution, when the 
political and religious prospects of Spain were at their 
darkest, a meeting of five Spaniards and one Englishman 
was. convened in Gibraltar, to form a nucleus of a Reformed 
Spanish Church. The proceedings of that small but memor- 
able meeting, designated at the time, " The Assembly of the 
Spanish Reformed Church," were of a deeply interesting 
and important character. Such a designation,. assumed by a 
meeting so small, might seem somewhat preposterous and out 
of place, to many who might be unaware of the germ of life, 
which existed within its deliberations, and the wonder-work- 
ing Providence of God, which had determined for that germ 
of life, so speedy and wonderful a development. 

The Committee of the Spanish Evangelization Society, 
whose agents were members of this meeting, knew nothing 
. whatever of the design of holding it, until the despatch from 
Gibi'altar arrived, containing an account- of its proceedings, 
which, however, by them, and afterwards by the general sup- 
porters of the Society, were regarded in a most favourable 
light, and as a token of good things to come, when Spain 
should be fully open to the gospel. 
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In September, the revolution followed, and the Society's 
agents passed over into Spain, and fixed their head-quarters 
at Seville, — that ancient stronghold of the Inquisition- 
Tens of thousands of Scriptures and of the Society's evange- 
lical books, were speedily and easily introduced into Spain 
from Gibraltar and from Edinburgh. On one occasion, the 
arrival at once of nine cases of them in Seville, was wholly 
insufficient to satisfy the clamant solicitations, of the numbers 
flocking to the dwellings of the Society's agents, for copies 
of the Scriptures and evangelical publications. In fact, the 
contents of all the cases of books, as soon as they arrived, 
were but a sight, and then were gone. Twenty thousand 
copies of two small works, at that time printed for the 
Society in Seville, were scarcely out of the printer's hands, 
when they were all in circulation throughout different 
quarters of Spain. 

FBOTESTANT 00 N GB E O A TIO K S. 

Andalusia in general, and Seville in particular, having 
been a special sphere of the Society's operations, when the 
door into Spain was said to be shut, many of the people at 
the revolution were not only ready to receive the Scriptures 
and evangelical books, but, as Protestants — either professedly 
or secretly — were already in an advanced state for the 
organization of protestant congregations. On the opening, 
therefore, of various places for the preaching of the gospel, 
numbers, both from Seville and surrounding districts, 
flocked in thousands to hear the Word of God, and could 
not, by any means, be accommodated in any of the extem- 
porized places of worship which could be procured for the 
purpose. And now, while the preaching of the gospel continues 
still to be carried on, regular congregations have been formed 
in Seville, and elsewhere in Andalusia, pastors have been 
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appointed, and church ordinances have been administered up 
to the present time, in all purity and simplicity of worship. 

THEOLOaiOAL 7B A IKING COLLEGE. 

So rapidly has the cause advanced under the work of the 
Society's agents, that a theological training seminary for 
students had to be opened in Seville by the Committee in July 
1869. This institution was opened with fourteen students. 

Of these, three, viz., Don Celadonio Martinez,, Don Luis 
Fernandez, Don Ricardo Lopez, are now at work in the 
gospel field, as agents of the Spanish Evangelization Society. 
At present (close of 1870) there are eight resident students, 
besides three or four in daily attendance on the classes. These 
are all, in addition to a general education, receiving a 
thoroughly Scriptural training under the Rev. John S. Black, 
ordained minister of the Free Church of Scotland, who is 
resident superintendent, and theological professor of the 
college. 

OIKCULATION OP SCBIPTUEES AND TBAOTS. 

But, in addition to these operations already specified, a 
very important work was carried on from the Society's de- 
pository in Edinburgh, through which, without regular 
agents, the Scriptures , and evangelical publications were 
transmitted to, and circulated by, unpaid coadjutors in 
very many dark parts of Spain, not yet approached by mis- 
sionary agency. This is the special old work, which the 
Society, during the space of fifteen years previous to the re- 
volution, carried on ; and which has resulted in showing 
such precious fruit at the present moment. Thus is it, that, 
though Andalusia is at present the great sphere of the 
Society's missionary operations, as has been already ex- 
plained, yet the original work is not forgotten or relin- 
quished. 

In proof of this, we give the following statement of the 
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Society's circulation during the year immediately following 
the revolution : — 

Bibles, S35 

Testaments, . . . . . . , . 7739 

Portions of Scripture, 43,932 

Evangelical Publications, . , . . . 81,625 

In effecting this circulation, the Committee have been 
greatly indebted for grants received from Societies and 
private individuals. 

MISSIONABT AGENTS. 

The agents in Seville, the head-quarters of the Society's 
operations, are Mr Clough, Senor Cabrera, and Mr Black ; 
also Senor Moulet, who is assistant pastor to Senor Cabrera. 

Seiior Abeza is evangelist in Seville. This godly Spaniard 
was brought to the saving knowledge of the truth some 
twelve years ago, through means of one of the copies of the 
New Testament, which were at that time circulated by the 
Society. He has ever since maintained a steadfast walk and 
conversation in the gospel. He is an office-bearer of Senor 
Cabrera's congregation. 

Dona Dolores Rodriguez continues her labours as Bible- 
woman in Seville, and does a quiet, but deeply important 
work, as a most efficient missionary among females. 

Aihama, the fellow-prisoner of Matamoros, is the Society's 
agent in Granada. 

Don Pablo Sanchez, who had been for many years em- 
ployed by the late Mr Henderson of Park, as missionary to 
Spaniards in Gibraltar, is pastor of the church in Huelva. 

Don Bicardo Lopez, late one of the Seville students, a 
young man of great promise, is evangelist and pastor of the 
church in Malaga. 

Don Luis Fernandez, a young ex-priest, who renounced 
his living in the Bomish church for the sake of the truth, 
and was received into the Society's college in Seville, is 
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pastor of the church in Oordoya. He has been married to a 
daughter of Abeza. 

Don Jos€ Hernandez is pastor and evangelist in Cadiz. 

Don Celadonio Martinez is an ex-priest, who was brought 
to the knowledge of the truth, through means of one of the 
Society's agents in Oran. He laboured in Seville as evan- 
gelist for some time, but is now pastor and evangelist in 
Constantina. He is a man of simple piety, and earnest in the 
work. He is maiTied. 

DOCTBINX. 

Justification by faith is the living germ of all reformed 
churches. Without that divine principle of creed being in 
the very forefront of all missionary and pastoral teaching, 
there can be no spiritual life. It is satisfactory to know, 
that all the agents of the Society above-mentioned make this 
all-important doctrine the key-note of all their teaching and 
preaching, 

FORM OF WORSHIP. 

All the congregations sustained by the Spanish Evangel- 
ization Society, and connected with the Reformed Church 
of Spain, conduct their worship in a pure and simple form. 
They make use of no crosses in public or in private, and 
have nothing whatever of a ritualistic or formalist tendency. 
They have, in short, completely broken off from Rome, not 
only in doctrine, but in form of worship, and retain not a 
vestige of her livery. Consistently with this, the worship is 
conducted with deep solemnity, and all things are done, in 
accordance with the apostolic command, *^ decently and in 
order." 

EL ORISTIANISMO. 

Such is the title of the organ of the Reformed Church of 
Spain, published in Seville, under the direction of the Rev. 
J. B. Cabrera. It contains doctrinal and ecclesiastical sec- 
tions; biographical intelligence, an evening prayer, hymns, 
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a short, pithy sennon, correspondence, &c. The writers 
in this periodical have been the Rev. J. B. Cabrera and 
the students in the evangelical college; and, if we may 
judge by the report of others of the matter given, there is an 
excellent earnest of the intelligence, discrimination, thought, 
research, and piety of the writers. 

Copies of " El Cristianismo " have been sent to priests in 
every province in Spain, and to all the bkhops and arch- 
bishops. ' 

AN EX-JESUIT CHUBCH. 

From time immemorial in the history of Spain, its great 
and gorgeous temples have been consecrated and devoted to 
the idolatrous worship imposed by the papacy. During the 
reformation time, three hundred years ago, when many 
portions of the land were saturated with the blood of the 
martyrs of Jesus, this was so ; and, when at length the 
Keformation was wholly burnt out by fire within all her 
borders, another long and weary lease of these temples 
was confirmed in the hands of the papacy. Three years 
ago, no one ever dreamed that political and spiritual 
emancipation was so nigh, as, in the wonderful provi- 
dence of Grod, it has now proved itself to have been ; much 
leas that any material structures, mthin the limits of all 
broad Spain, would be openly devoted to the pure spiritual 
worship of a protestant church. But so it has been. Halls 
and rooms have been opened for divine worship in many 
places throughout the land, and these have been filled to 
overflowing, with souls hungering and thirstiag after the 
word of life. Nor is this all ; a magnificent old church in 
Seville, one of those suppressed by the present Spanish 
government, and capable of being seated for two thousand, 
was lately in the market, and was offered to the Spanish 
Evangelization Society, through its agents in Seville, for the 
small amount of £1500, cash down. No sooner was this 
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fact made known by various means to a portion of the Chris- 
tian community in this country, than one and another re- 
solved to contribute in aid of the amount required for its 
immediate purchase, that the noble edifice might be wrested 
from the hands of Antichrist, and secured for a presentation 
to the Lord, as a first-fruit of the material temples, to be de- 
voted to His honour and service and glory, in the Spanish 
Peninsula. And so this grand old church has been pur- 
chased, and the offering made to the Lord, in the full con- 
fidence of His gracious acceptance and blessing. 

To this wonderful transaction the minds of many in 
Spain are turned ; and this fine old edifice is like a city set 
on a hill, and doing what it never did before, — attracting 
many eyes towards it. We shall not venture to predict what 
may result to the interests of the truth of God in all this ; 
but surely it may be imagined, that it is a triumph to the 
cause of the gospel of no ordinary character, and it may 
safely be considered, as a first-fruit of the Lord's own, restored 
to Himself, to be followed by other and greater restitutions. 
These temples of Spain, hitherto devoted to an idolatrous 
worship, are the Lord's ; the very stones are His, and the 
timber is His, for the earth is the Lord's and the fulness 
thereof. Finally, we believe, that in addition to all other 
direct advantages, this presentation to the Lord will have 
the effect of according to the cause of the gospel throughout 
all Spain, an importance, a prestige, and a name, which, undta* 
the divine blessing, will do much in levelling the mountains, 
exalting the valleys, making rough places plain, and the 
crooked places straight, in preparation of the way, for a 
greatly accelerated gospel triumph, that the glory of the Lord 
may be revealed, and that all the people may see it together.* 

* The woodcut introduced here represents a portion of the Church " San Francisco 
de Paula," in its popish furnishings. 
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8B00ND ASSEMBLY, AND CONFESSION OP FAITH. 

A Synod, or Greneral Assembly was convened in Seville 
on the 15th of July 1869, when pastors, evangelists, and lay 
delegates from all the churches, met in 'that city, and attended 
the preliminary services in the Convento de Virgenes. The 
following day, the Assembly elected the Rev. Juan B. Ca- 
brei'a, as President of the Reformed Church of Spain for one 
year ; and, after daily sittings for the space of three weeks, 
the result of its deliberations was a provisional Confession of 
Faith, and a code of Church discipline, which were again to be 
laid before the Assembly of Sept. 1870,* for such modifica^ 
tions, as might be deemed necessary, previous to the final 
adoption of the former by a future Assembly. 

The Rev. Dr Wylie, of Edinburgh, who returned last 
year from a tour in Spain, and who shortly after delivered 
an address in Edinburgh on the progress of the gospel in that 
country, said as follows : — 

" In Seville, we found not only a congregation, but a 
Church — scripturally constituted and regularly organised, 
and holding forth a body of truth to the Spanish nation." 

He then referred to the " Confession of Faith," compiled 
and provisionally adopted by the Assembly of the " Reformed 
Church of Spain," which met at Seville. 

" There can be no tree," said Dr Wylie, " without a root i 
and there can be no church without a creed or body of truth. 
That creed may consist of more or fewer articles, but a creed 
there must be, not to fetter liberty, but to guard it, and to be 
a source of life, and a bond of union to the church, as well 
as a manifesto to the world. I now hold in my hand a copy 
of the " Confession of Faith " of the Reformed Church of 
Spain, so far as the printing of it has gone. I do not ]ike to 
pronounce a decided opinion upon a document, the whole of 
which I have not examined ; but, with regard to that portion 
of it which has been already printed, and which I have ex- 

* The proposed mseting lias since 1>eeQ portponed until the beginning of 1671. 
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amined, I am disposed to say that it is logical! j arranged, 
admirably expressed, agreeable to the Word of God, and in 
conformity with the Confessions of the Beformed Churches. 
Unless I am greatly mistaken, the root of the evangelization 
of Spain is in the document I now hold in my hand*" 

BIBLE SCHOOLS. 

Since the late revolution in Spain, the great rush of evan- 
gelism has been borne directly upon the adult population, 
and that, with great success and blessing from on high. And 
the work in that department has been so great and over- 
whelming hitherto, that the education of youth has not yet 
come to the forefront so prominently as is needful ; but this 
work cannot be longer delayed, and the Society'iB ag^its in 
Seville propose a scheme, substantially similar to that of 
the Scottish Reformers, on the principle of an affiliated 
church and school. From time to time, one and another 
of these has called special attention to this scheme; and 
it seems, from what is now designed, to be ripe for im- 
mediate adoption, as the financial means may be supplied* 

The plan is, that there should not only be numerous Sab- 
bath schools instituted, but that, wherever there is a church, 
there be affiliated with, it a day school or sehook^ for the 
primary branches of education, with special dally instruction 
in the Bible and Catechism, and thus ta rear, as they ean, 
a godly seed for the future membership of the Spanish 
churches. 

Various schools, in connection with the congregations of 
the Reformed Spanish Church, are already in operation, but 
this department requires to be carried on in a much more 
extended scale. 

BBVOBMATION AOENCIBB IN SPAIK. 

Evangelistic instrumentalities are the great necessity for 
Spain at the present mom^xt. The wide circulation of the 
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Scriptures, and the broadcast distribution of evangelical 
tracts, are a great and successful means of operation. These, 
in addition to the direct saving good they may accomplish, 
open up the path, and prepare the way for the proclamation 
of the gospel, by the living voice of the evangelist and pastor. 

The field for labour is a wide one, the harvest is plenteous, 
and the labourers are few. Keformation times are, however, 
peculiarly favourable to a rapid spread of gospel truth. The 
minds of the people are then awakened and stirred, and dis- 
posed to attend to, and consider the character and claims of 
all new doctrines that are being brought under their notice, 
and which are exciting the talk and controversies of the day. 
In this way multitudes are led to hear, receive, and believe 
the trutL The word then runneth very swiftly ; and in a 
few years, iinder such circumstances, the religious character 
of an entii-e nation may be greatly tranaformed. 

A great portion of Germany, Switzerland, France, and 
other Continental nations, were, in early reformation times, 
over-run with the glad tidings of the gospel, in an incredibly 
short period. In France especially, the progress was so 
rapid and great, that, but for the heavy murderous and ex- 
terminating arms of the pap««jy and of the throne, a very 
few years might have sufficed to transform that land into a 
protestant country. 

In regard to Spain at that same period, a popish author 
writes : — '' Had not the Inquisition taken care in time to 
put a stop to these preachers, the protestant religion would 
have run through Spain like wild-fire, people of all ranks 
and both sexes having been wonderfully disposed to receive if 

Another popish writer says : — " Had the stop put to that 
evil ({>rotestantism) been delayed two or three months longer 
I am persuaded all Spain would have been set on fire by 
them." 

Spain is again in the position of being, at the present 
moment, in like reformation times. The population has 
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just been awakened, as it were, out of a state of pro- 
found apathy and darkness. Men now are awake, wide 
awake ; and, for evil or for good, are prepared and disposed 
to consider the character of all new things. Thus, not only 
is Spain politically open to the gospel, but the minds of the 
people also are in a state of preparedness and transition. 

Spain is at present, in a far more favourable position to re- 
ceive the gospel, and propagate it within her borders, than 
were any other Continental countries at the dawn of the Re- 
formation three hundred years ago, in this special respect, that, 
whatever enemies the professors of the gospel may have to 
contend against, in the priests and their adherents, they have 
complete religious liberty secured to them by law, and the 
protection of the government. What may not, therefore, be 
expected in the furtherance of the gospel in that land, under 
the mighty influence df the life-giving Spirit, if British 
Christians be found equal to the work set before them 1 

Blessed be Gfod, there are other agencies in the field than 
the Edinburgh Spanish Evangelization Society ; and with our 
whole heart, interests, sympathies, and prayers, we bid them 
all God-speed in their most precious work of faith and labour 
of love for the Lord's sake, and for the sake of His cause in 
Spain ! 

The following sentences are from a deeply interesting and 
impressive address on Spain, delivered early in 1870, by the 
Rev. A. N. Somerville, of Glasgow, in Queen Street Hall, 
Edinburgh. They are unavoidably imperfect, being written 
from memory by one of the hearers. 

" Looking upon the fields white unto the harvest, our 
Lord said unto His disciples — ' Pray ye therefore the Lord 
of the harvest, that He will send forth labourers into His 
harvest.' This He said in sending out the twelve, and again 
in sending out the seventy. Ajid why did He thus insist 
upon prayer to the Lord of the harvest ? Because He would 
have all, down to the weakest and most imperfect of His 
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children, in this way, labourers in his field ; so that every- 
one, even the sufferer on the bed of pain, who cannot sow 
broad-cast over the land, may scatter continually the precious 
seed of prayer. In spreading the Scriptures, we cast the per- 
fect seed of the Word of God on the treacherous soil of the 
soul of man, and in pleading with our Father, we drop the 
imperfect seed of prayer on the unfailing soil of the bosom 
of God" 

CONCLUSION AND APPEAL. 

The practical use of the issue of this volume must now 
be told, and it is this : — 

The Spanish Evangelization Society, whose work has been 
described in the preceding pages, is in one point of view a 
young Society of but seventeen years' existence ; but, in 
another aspect, it is as an old veteran who has borne the 
burden and heat of the day, and this in the face of diffi- 
culties and obstacles almost unparalleled in the history of 
modem European missions. In this volume, the mission 
has itself simply told its own true tale, and all has been 
fully corroboi*ated from two sources of undoubtedly reliable 
testimony : — viz., the press of the papacy, and the existing 
fruits of the gospel seed, sown so continuously during the 
seventeen years of the work of the Society, conjoined with 
the work of other Societies and individual labourers, who 
latterly entered upon the field. 

At the present moment (the close of 1870), this Society 
has an illimitable work before it, with an exhausted ex- 
chequer. Surely this latter circumstance ought not to be 
the case. It is our conviction, that the lack of due support 
to a Society, which, during its whole course of work, has had 
so manifestly the blessing of God sealing its labours, is 
owing to a want of acquaintance with the histoiy of its rise 
and progress previous to the late revolution^ and also, of 
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its general work since then, and with the deep importance of 
its existing position and prospects. 

Regarding the operations of this Society as a whole, both 
past and present, it seems amazing that so large an amount 
of evangelistic work has been, and continues to be, ac- 
complished upon so small an income. Previous to the 
revolution, the income of the Society averaged not more 
than about ^1000. The first year after the revolution it rose 
to above £3000. In 1870 above £2000 for general work, 
and £2000 for the purchase of suppressed churches, and from 
which latter amount, the ex-Jesuit Church in Seville was pur- 
chased at the price of £1500. The balance, viz., above £500, 
will nearly purchase another in Cordova. But, what is this 
whole amount, in comparison with the operations now in 
progress 1 At the present moment, viz., close of 1870, the 
Society has twelve missionary agents at work, seven con- 
prestations to sustain, including; rents of haUs for public 
woS.ip, and the entire expensL of a theological trLing 
seminary, with the maintenance of eight of the students, 
travelling missionary expenses, <fec., &c. 

All this, it must be acknowledged, is no ordinary work 
for a young, and, it may be said, a poor Society, to accom- 
plish; and yet, so it is j for, in answer to much prayer, 
the Lord has been with the committee of this Society of 
a truth, guiding, blessing, and prospering them in their 
work and ways. Nothing less, however, from the Lord's 
faithfulness need have been expected ; and it may be safely 
said, that very few societies have had less of man's help, 
and more of God's, than this one has had. There is a 
great reality in God's doing His own work, and in His de- 
lighting to make use of feeble instrumentalities, when the 
very weakness of these agencies induces the reiterated earnest 
supplication, '' Establish Thou the work of our hands upon 
us ; yea, the work of our hands establish Thou it ! " 
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And now, the work laid to the hands of the Committee 
may be said to be almost daily increasing. A much larger 
amount of income than hitherto, is, therefore, imperatively 
required. Must that be awanting at the present auspicious 
moment, when God has so wonderfully opened a wide door, 
and an effectual, for British Christians to enter in and 
possess the land for Christ ? May it not be as emphatically 
said to us, as to the Church of Philadelphia of old, by our 
blessed Lord Himself, with His own voice, as the sound of 
many waters, — "Behold, I have set before you an open 
door!" 

SPECIAL NOTICE. 

Contributions will be thankfully received by the Trea- 
sui'er of the Society, Ebenezeb Mill, Esq., 51 Princes Street, 
Edinburgh. 

Also by the Bev. James G. Macintosh, 28 "Walker Street, 
Edinburgh, Joint-Secretary with Mr Peddie, of the Acting 
Committee. 

Contributions will be thankfully received by Mrs Bobert 
Peddie, Grange Bank, Momingside, Edinburgh, Hon. Sec- 
retary of the Financial Committee for collecting funds for 
the Spanish Evangelization Society. Bank cheques and 
post-office orders made payable to Mabia D. Peddie. 

Or, at Mr Peddie's Counting-house, 72 Princes Street, 
Edinburgh. 

Contributions also received by Messrs James NiSBE?r & Co., 
Publishers, Bemers Street, and Messrs S. W. Pabtbidge & 
Co., Paternoster-Bow, London; Bev. B. Bichings, Man- 
cetter Vicarage,' Atherstone; Bev. James Mobgan, D.D., 
Belfast ; and by National Bank of Scotland, St Andrew 
Square, Edinburgh. 
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wafl also opened there for the circulation of the H0I7 Scriptures. 
God grant that it might be so. 

The Rev. Sir H. Moncreiff, Convener of the Committee of 
Scottish subscribers to the scheme for the evangelization of the 
Spanish Peninsula, read the Committee's Report, which was as 
follows. — 

The Tract* published, in 1853, and the Statement which appeared 
in October 1854, have sufficiently explained the drcumstanoes in 
which the committee of subscribers for the evangelization of the 
Spanish Peninsula have been called to act. In consequence of 
communications from the late Dr James Thomson of London, 
efforts were made in Edinburgh to raise funds to aid him in his 
zealous exertions. After his death, in the beginning of last year, it 
was found necessary, that in the meantime, the Scottish subscribers 
should provide for the management and disposal of their own funds. 
Although there are not a few persons in London who take a deep 
interest in the prosecution of the object, the Committee found 
facilities for immediate progress in Edinburgh, while it did not seem 
likely that a central management would be quickly obtained in 
London. Since the appearance of their last Statement, the Com- 
mittee have been put in possession of much valuable information, 
through the examination of Dr Thomson's papers, and through 
concurring testimonies given by agents whom he had employed, or 
by other friends of the mission. 

The parties in Edinburgh who have recently been led to take 
their share of labour for the highest interests of Spain and Portugal, 
commenced operations in the face of much apparent difficulty ; nor 
were they free from depression and discouragement. Their simple 
idea was that of performing the part of assistants to a zealous and 
enlightened supporter of the caU8e,t who had long personally 
laboured in the missionary field, and who had convinced them that 
the evangelization of the Spanish Peninsula was of peculiar 

• Entitled *' ET»ngelinition of the Spanish Peniosula." 
t Dr Thomson. 
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practical moment, not only for the sake of its actual inhabitants, 
but for the spreading of the truth in its purity throughout Mexico, 
the Brazils, and other parts of America, and the consequent 
communication of gospel blessings to a very large proportion 
of the population of the globe. The lamented death of Dr Thomson, 
however, and other circumstances in the course of Providence, 
have unexpectedly brought the subscribers in Scotland into a 
position of greater responsibility. They are now called to attend 
directly to the adoption of those measures, and the management 
of those arrangements, by which their subscriptions may be made 
available for the accomplishment of the ends in view. It has been 
thought desirable, therefore, to propose the public formation of a 
Society ; and the Committee hope that the meeting whom they now 
address will be satisfied that there are ample grounds for acceding 
to this proposal. 

It is not advisable at present to state fully to a public meeting, 
all the particular facts with which the Committee have been made 
acquainted, — ^facts which are well fitted to encourage British 
protestants in their endeavours to promote the work contemplated 
by such a Society. Spain is a popish country still; and much 
prudence is still required in our communications on the subject. \ j 

But it may cheer the hearts of those interested in Spain^s highest 
welfare to be assured, that we have information in our hands to 
prove that the special instrumentalities set on foot by Dr Thomson, 
not long before his death, and towards which a large portion of the 
funds sent firom Scotland were applied, have been attended by a 
most surprising success. Notwithstanding the opposition of the 
priesthood, the Word of God is reaching the understanding and the 
hearts of many throughout large and important portions of that 
hitherto benighted land. In not a few of the principal towns, a 
strong interest of a hopeful kind has been awakened ; and there is 
evidently a loud call for renewed endeavours. 

Attention was formerly directed by the Tract published in 1853* 
* «'£yaDgelization of the Spanish Peninsula." 

P 
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to the extraordinary number of versions of the Bible, which have 
at different times been completed in Spain ; and to the fact that 
two learned Spaniards, in correspondence with Dr Thomson, were 
engaged, each working separately by himself, in the preparation of 
two additional versions from the original tongues. With this 
addition, the number in existence will be no less than ten. 
The question was asked in 1853, whether any other nation 
could show such an array of versions? and the just infer- 
ence was drawn, that amid all the darkness and superstition 
that have prevailed in the Peninsula, there has ever been at work 
a secret desire to possess and study the revealed Word of Life. 
Previously to the public commotions which have lately taken place, 
it had been ascertained that great facilities for the transmission and 
circulation of Bibles and tracts were practically available, by means 
of the crews of Spanish and Portuguese vessels appearing in British 
ports. The committee h^ these facilities in their view, in addition 
to the other measures recommended and prosecuted by Dr Thomson. 
Even at that time there was good reason to be persuaded that^ if 
parties in Spain favourable to protestant truth were to act with 
common prudence, the hindrances would not be great to groups 
of people worshipping God according to their consciences in private 
houses, and in a private way, or to any person reading a book to 
others in private. But there may surely now be strong ground for 
the expectation that, through the power of an overruling Providence, 
the liberal character of the existing Spanish Government* will 
afford more extended opportunities for the spread of a pure gospel. 
The Committee, in alluding to this circumstance, beg leave to 
entreat the attention of the meeting to the following extract from 
a note by an intelligent Spanish gentleman : — " The remark," 
says the writer, addressing his correspondent, "I suggested 
to you with respect to the faciUties which the present moment 
affords to the introduction of the Bible in Spain, refers to 
the state of discouragement into which the clergy have fallen 

* Under F»vartcro. 
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unce the aboHtion of the tithes, and the propagation of liberal 
ideas and political reform. The clergy are no more in Spain what 
they were at the end of last century. They are degraded by 
poverty, and superseded in moral power and influence by more than 
I one class, such as public writers, deputies, political speakers, and so 

on. They do not possess either the means or the will to oppose 
the spirit of renovation and change, which the recent events have 
awakened in the minds of the Spaniards. Priests do not dare to 
present themselves in public when there are symptoms of agitation. 
It was observed in the last outbreak, bells were not rung as usual 
to call the faithful to mass ; and one of the most popular measures 
of the present government has been the dismissal of the monks of 
the Escurial, a measure which the monks themselves accepted 
with joy." 

The Committee have to add to this interesting statement, that if 
the prospect of a free press, and of permission for every man to 
entertain his own religious opinions, shall be realised under the new 
system of government in Spain, the effect will undoubtedly be to 
facilitate the circulation of evangelical writings to a great degree. 
The result, besides, of a second discussion on the question of liberty 
of worship, which has been quite recently carried on in the Cortes, 
has been, that the proposal in favour of liberty was lost by only a 
majority of four. And, although the ministers voted against it, 
they did not make the question a Cabinet one. The cause of 
liberty of worship seems thus to be progressing rapidly. 

It is difficult to estimate the measure of inportance to be attached 
to the existence of a free press, in a country situated as Spain at 
present is. A free press may produce evil, we acknowledge, as 
well as good. But let us remember that the Keformation under 
Luther was effected in a wonderfully short time, through the 
simple instrumentality of a wide circulation given to the writings 
of the Reformers. It is a singular fact, that the writings of the 
Spanish and German Reformers of the sixteenth century are now 
largely sought for, and read with avidity, by Spaniards, and especi- 
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ally by those of the priesthood. At the present hour there are, it 
is quite certain, in one single town in Spain, nearly four thousand 
persons who have abandoned Papal worship, and who as^duously 
read and study the Holy Scriptures as their sole rule and standard. 
In other towns, also, there are many persons, including not a few 
of the clergy, who protest against the tyranny and superstitions of 
the Church of Borne, and declare themselves desirous of farth^ 
light and ki^owledge. There are not a few, moreover, of the Lord^s 
own people in that land, watching, praying, labouring, and wait- 
ing for the overthrow of Antichristian error, and the advancement 
of gospel truth. In Turkey, the recent results of more than 
twenty years' unwearied missionary effort have been to show the 
Lord giving abundant blessing and encouragement. The encour- 
agement now furnished for corresponding effort in Spain is far 
greater. Twenty months may not improbably accomplish there, by 
the divine blessing, as much as has been done in Turkey during the 
course of twenty years. 

On the subject of the assistance given by the late Dr Thomson, 
and by the committee of Scottish subscribers, to the mission of 
Portugal, it may suffice at present to refer to the Tract and State- 
ment already printed, in which the procedure as to that portion of 
the field has been explained. 

The Committee have continued to prosecute the object formerly 
adverted to, in connection with the arrival of Spanish and Portu- 
guese vessels in our seaports. They have engaged a Spanish 
colporteur to go about among the crews of such vessels when they 
appear at London, and to visit the boarding-houses at which the 
seamen are accustomed to ,find accommodation. The friends of 
the mission in London will superintend the procedure of this 
Spaniard. In other seaport towns of the United Kingdom, ar- 
rangements have been made, or are in progress, with gentlemen 
now acting as seaport chaplains and missionaries, and likewise with 
private individuals, for supplying the vessels and boarding-houses 
with copies of the committee's Scripture Extracts, of the 
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magdjdne,* and of the Scriptures themselves. This ha« been done 
not only for individual use, but for distribution in Spain and 
Portugal. 

It is already known to the subscribers, that an able, pious, and 
devoted Spanish gentleman,! made an offer to Dr Thomson, with 
whom he was well acquainted, to undertake a missionary tour 
during a period of four or five months, throughout Spain, upon 
the payment of merely his travelling expenses, which would 
amount to about £100. Dr Thomson immediately embraced the 
offer, and devoted a large portion of the Scottish funds to this 
purpose. This tour was duly entered upon and concluded. This 
gentleman states, that he received from Dr Thomson between £dO 
and £100, which was economised in the strictest manner. The re- 
mainder of the requisite amount he advanced himself, for which he still 
remains unpaid, as, in consequence of the death of Dr Thomson, 
he never received any reply to his letter, nor the concluding re- 
mittance of the stipulated amount. He was not made acquainted 
with the death of Dr Thomson till a very recent date. He was 
deeply affected, not long ago, on a reference being made, in con- 
versation, to Dr Thomson, and said, ^^ he had lost in him a father 
and greatest friend.^* 

The Committee have this information from a zealous and de- 
voted promoter of the truth, now resident in Spain. The results 
of the tour itself remain to be told. But they can only be told very 
shortly and very generally, in consequence of the prudential reasons 
already referred to. 

Through this gentlemen^s instrumentality dn^ng the time spoken 
of, and through his own private exertions, one entire province, and 
no fewer than five towns, have been visited and awakened, and are 
now ready for extended missionary effort. This of itself is a most 
striking and encouraging result, arising from the expenditure of so 
small a sum as the Scottish fund afforded. Grod surely was with 
his servant in his most delicate and dangerous mission, and has 

* El Alba. t Don Jo86 Vasquez. 



APPENDIX. 

crowned bis work and labour of love with an abounding blescnng, 
beyond all expectation. The same excellent person is most anxious 
again to undertake a similar work, and has offered his services to 
the Committee. If results so encouraging hare issued from a course 
of missionary operation, and from the accompanying circulation of 
the Scriptures, along with other evangelical books and tracts, 
through the instrumentality of one individual only, and this in 
Secrecy, and amid peril, difficulty, toil, and trial, what amount of 
success may not now be expected under the improved aspect of ex- 
ternal circumstances ? 

The Committee are in correspondence with various Mends of the 
mission, who are now in Spain, as to the procuring of suitable godly 
Spaniards for the business of colportage throughout the country. 
Such agencies in connection with the employment of evangelists 
and Scripture readers, are at present occupying the attention of 
the Committee, and these will be carried on to an extent propor- 
tioned to the amount of funds which the Christian public may place 
at thdr disposal. 

The first number of the Spanish magazine (El Alba)y referred to 
in the close of the statement published in October last, as being 
under the superintendence of a gentleman in London, who gives 
his services gratuitously, is already in extensive circulation through- 
out Spain. From the peculiarly suitable character of this maga- 
zine, as a pioneer of the gospel, and as a publication remarkably 
well calculated to excite the curiosity and interest of Spaniards by 
the evangelical information which it contains, the Committee have 
undertaken to pay for the additional circulation of 8000 copies of 
each of the first two numbers. These are being sent into Spain by 
every available opportunity, and have hitherto safely reached their 
destination. 

From Spain itself the appeal is urgent for increasing supplies of 
the first number, and for a continuation of the work. The gentle- 
man in charge of the superintendence of the magazine is also 
desirous of republishing in sections, and in the Spanish language, 
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tbe most eligible of the writings of the Reformen, and of circulating 
them along with the magazine. Were the Committee in possession 
of funds to the extent of covering the mere expense of paper and 
printing, this gentleman would instantly commence his additional 
labours. The Committee have stereotyped and issued 3000 copies 
of the large Spanish tract referred to in their October statement, 
consisting of extracts from the Holy Scriptures, embodying the 
most important and striking announcements of the gospel, and 
means are in operation to effect a most extensive circulation of it 
throughout Spain and Spanish America, in which latter country, 
in some parts, there is complete religious liberty. The Committee 
have to mention that there are other operations in progress, and 
other plans in contemplation, which cannot be stated without great 
risk of damaging the cause, and compromising the safety of its 
friends in the Peninsula. 

The Committee entertain the hope that the facts now mentioned, 
and the circumstances alluded to, may suffice to convince the . 
subscribers and the public, that there is good reason for forming the 
proposed Society ; that by the providence and grace of God, we 
may hope for a blessing to attend the exertions of such a Society ; 
that it promises to serve as a great help to the protestant cause 
against the Man of Sin \ that the means already employed have not 
been in vain ; and that it is our duty to prosecute with vigour other 
measures in the same direction. 

Dr Hetherington proposed the first resolution, — ^That the present 
state of Spain called for the special attention of all who desire the 
spread of the pure truth of the gospel in Europe and America. In 
supporting it, the reverend doctor said, that the movement that 
was now going on in Spain was one of the great movements that 
constituted a characteristic of the age in which they lived ; and 
there was a call upon the Mends of truth to take steps, so as to 
secure that the change which was coming over the Spanish mind 
should be turned in the direction of peace and safety. (Hear, 
hear.) After adverting to the past history of Spain, to show how 
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that once powerful state had been on the downward coarse ever 
since it had by force put down Protestantism ; and after referring 
to the efforts now making by that country to secure its deliverance 
^rom the despotism, civil and religious, under which it had so long 
suffered, Dr Hetherington showed that religious liberty, individu- 
ally and nationally, must be first secured before civil freedom 
could be placed upon a permanent foundation. He then pointed 
out the vast influence which Spain might be expected to wield in 
the way of spreading the truth if it was once evangelised ; for 
Spanish agents and Spanish Bibles could be brought to bear upon 
seventeen millions of human beings in Spanish America, who were 
at present lying under the darkness of Popery ; the same influence 
could be brought to bear upon the five millions of Cuba and the 
Philippine Islands ; access could also be obtained to various of the 
important military establishments in Africa ; and the light might 
also find its way into the rich Spanish convents of Palestine. 
Spain, in short, presented a noble and magnificent opening for 
carrying forward the warfare against the Man of Sin. (Applause.) 

Dr Greville, in seconding the resolution, said, that perhaps no 
country in the world, with the exception of Italy, so strikingly 
illustrated the downward tendency of the Popish system as Spain. 
The encouragement for them to go forward was great, and he 
hoped advantage would be taken of the opening that presented 
itself. 

Rev. P. Hope, Wamphray, moved the second resolution, — ^That 
the meeting rejoice in the success of the efforts lately put forth for 
the evangelization of the Spanish Peninsula. He said he had just 
returned a few weeks ago from the south of Spain, and he was 
rejoiced on his return to find so much interest awakened for the 
evangelization of the Peninsula. He believed there was no country 
having so much need, for which so little had been done in the work 
of evangelization, although that had not been the fault of Protestant 
countries, but had rather resulted from the circumstances of that 
benighted and unhappy land itself. It was sad to think of what 
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Spain now was, and to think of what it might have been. When 
they thought of what nature had done for it, and its commanding 
position on the map of Europe ; of its beautiful climate, its rich soil, 
and its mineral wealth, and of the fine elements of national character, 
if it were only directed and enlightened", — ^when they thought of all 
this, and looked at Spain as it was now, the spectacle was sad indeed. 
The guilt of Spain's degradation essentially rested on Popery. No 
doubt there had been much misgOYernment,but that mbgovemment 
had been chiefly caused by the fatal spell of Home. Referring to 
the encouragements for evangelistic operations in Spain, Mr Hope 
said, he at the same time feared that that country was not yet open 
for the public preaching of the gospel. While in a frontier town 
of Spain lately, he asked a friend what would be the effect of his 
attempting to preach on the following Sunday,— a day that had 
been appointed for a bullfight. He was told that he would 
assuredly be punished if he ventured to preach in public. How- 
ever, although they could not aim at the immediate preaching 
of the gospel in public, something might be done, and had been 
done, in circulating the Word of God, as there were uqw facilities, 
which had not existed for ages, for distributing the Scriptures 
throughout the length and breadth of Spain ; while the people could 
generally meet in private assemblages to hear the Scriptures read, 
without fear of interruption or punishment. Mr Hope narrated 
what he and a few other Christian friends in Gibraltar had been 
able to do, in distributing a large number of copies of the Bible 
throughout the province of Andalusia during the late insurrection, 
and stated that the great obstacle and hindrance they met with in 
this work came from the priests and not from the people. In proof 
of this, he stated that the individual whom they had employed to 
distribute the Scriptures, had been assailed by the priests in various 
towns, but that it was very gratifying to find that the magistrates 
in these places rather took part with their agent than with the 
priests,— (applause), — so much so, that on one occasion, when a 
priest had forcibly taken away some New Testaments, which their 
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agent was attempting to circulate, the magistrate of the town sent 
for the priest, and ordered him to restore the stolen property. 
(Renewed applause.) Mr Hope then referred to the demands 
making in Spain for civil and religious liberty, stating that the 
nation as a whole had lost confidence in the priesthood, whom they 
regarded as the most worthless class in the community, and that 
curses not loud but deep might be heard even in Madrid, both 
against the priesthood and Popery. A friend who was in Madrid 
at the time told him that he had lately heard curses imprecated in 
a public place on the Pope, and on the immaculate conception ; and 
that he overheard a phrase used of this popish dogma, which- if 
translated into English, would be, *^ That's a new dodge.*' (Laughter 
and applause.) Mr Hope concluded by pointing out the encourage- 
ments which the friends of truth had to persevere in their exertions 
for the evangelization of the Spanish Peninsula. 

Mr Arthui seconded the resolution. 

Dr Candlish, in proposing the third resolution, having reference 
to the careful and zealous prosecution of the objects in view, said 
he had no doubt that the subscribers would have entire confidence 
in the members of the Committee to be appointed, and that no 
undue impatience would be manifested for minute details. - They 
had in this matter been following the leadings of Providence, and 
by the removal of Dr Thomson they had been compelled to con- 
stitute themselves into a Society. After observing that the various 
encouraging circumstances they had met with, would not fail to 
animate them in going forward, the reverend Doctor proceeded, — 
" Nothing can be more important, I think, in connection with the 
ultimate evangelization of the world, than our being able to employ 
the Spanish language and the Spanish people as instruments in 
proclaiming the glorious gospel. It is true that Spain has now lost 
her transatlantic colonies, but her influence there is not altogether 
at an end ; and, at all events, it is through the Spanish language, 
and through the labours of Spaniards, that we must look for the 
preaching of the gospel in these former transatlantic possessions of 
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Spain. (Hear, hear.) And one cannot bat anticipate with some- 
what of enthusiasm the day — ^it may not be far off — when Spain 
shall more than repay any debt that she owes to these transatlantic 
realms, — ^any debt she owes them, whether for the gold that they 
have yielded to her, or for the curse she inflicted upon them. One 
cannot but anticipate the day when Spain shall send forth another 
Columbus, and noble followers along with him, not to institute a 
system of bondage, but to proclaim liberty to the captive, and the 
opening of the prison to the bound. (Applause.) In another view 
we cannot but look upon any movement of Spain with extreme 
interest. The conversion of Spain i&om Popery to Protestantism, 
— ^the revolt of Spain against the See of Rome, — ^would be the 
deadliest blow that Antichrist has ever yet received. Spain has been 
the stronghold of the Man of Sin for ages ; and if Spain, as seems 
now not at all improbable, shall rise up and throw off the yoke of 
Antichrist, it will be the breaking, certainly, of the right arm 
of the tyrant. It may not be a Utopian expectation this, when 
not merely devout, religious men are looking to such results in 
Spain, but even ordinary politicians, who look at the movements 
that are now going forward in the world merely as statesmen, — 
merely as those who are watching the ordinary current of affairs. 
It was with extreme interest, for example, that I read the other 
day a very able article in the Times newspaper, very distinctly 
intimating the opinion entertained that Spain was about to throw 
off the Papal yoke. In that article, after very vigorous writing on 
the subject of the decree of the immaculate conception, — the new, 
and perhaps the last ^ dodge' of Popery, — (laughter and applause) 
— ^in that article attention is called to the state of things in Sardinia 
on the one hand, and in Spain on the other, — Sardinia and Spain 
bdng perhaps the countries where, humanly speaking, a very short 
time ago we might have said Protestantism had not the least chance, 
and Popery the strongest and surest hold. But both in Sardinia 
and in Spain there are manifest hopeful symptoms, not in the 
judgment of religious men merely, but in the judgment of 
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ordinary politicians, of a revolt against the tyranny of Rome. 
We have heard of the estimation in which the priesthood are held. 
We have heard also, of the remarkable revolution, within recent 
years, that has taken power out of the hands of ecclesiastical law 
conrts, and has restored power to the ordinary civil functionaries. 
I presume I am right in saying, that whatever danger Mr Hope 
might have incurred, had he preached in the streets of the city to 
which hd referred, the danger would have been incurred not at the 
hands of the ecclesiastical courts, but at the hands of ordinary civil 
magistrates. The civil magistrates are much under the influence 
of the community of Spain, and all accounts concur in assuring us, 
that the mind of the community in Spain is undergoing a rapid 
revolution in favour of liberty of conscience. At this moment, I 
believe, whatever hindrance there may be in the way of the public 
preaching of the gospel, there is practically no hindrance in the 
way of private meetings for the reading of the Scriptures. At this 
moment, I believe, there is a strong probability of even liberty of 
public worship being soon obtained, and we know that all things 
now are tending in the direction of the overthrow of the system 
which would oppress and limit the free actings of the human mind 
in Spain. The very fact that the press in Spain is to a large extent 
free, and that it is now to a large extent used in the cause of freedom, 
is cheering and encouraging. And there is one thought I would 
just throw out, — ^namely this, — ^that I should think it a most 
auspicious thing if our meeting here to-day would be followed up 
by meetings of a similar kind elsewhere — (applause), — and if a 
public feeling were awakened in this country of 83rmpathy with 
those who are struggling for civil and religious liberty in Spain, 
and of strong opposition to their oppressors, I believe that, without 
any other sort of interference, this country might do great things 
for Spain through the influence of sound and enlightened public 
opinion. I suppose that in the days when the Reformation got no 
inconsiderable hold over the minds and consciences of the people of 
Spain, — ^in the days when the Reformation principles spread to a 
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large extent in some of the most important towns, and through* 
out some of the. most influential districts of that country, — in 
the days when the strong hand of the Inquisition was put 
forth to crush the liberties of Spain, and put down the Protestant 
cause, — ^I suppose that in these days, if England had been more 
decided on the side of Protestantism and against Popery, — 
if England had been in a position to utter such a voice and exert 
such an influence as she did utter and did exert at certain 
periods when she arrested the course of persecution on the Continent, 
— I suppose there can be little doubt that the influence of England 
then, had England been under sound guidance, might have 
materially modified the course of things in Spain, and laid some 
arrest at least on those fearful proceedings of the Inquisition, which 
quenched the Reformation there in blood. (Applause.) Now, 
one cannot doubt that it is of the very last consequence for Spain 
that there should be a strong public opinion in this country in 
favour of those who will have to fight the battle for liberty, both 
civil and sacred. We have already as a nation had much to do 
with Spain. We have already as a nation had to succour Spain, 
in her contest against the great military oppressor of Europe. Let 
us as a nation come to the help of the Spaniards now, when they 
seem inclined to fight their own battle on the side of liberty and 
truth. Let us as a nation come forward on their behalf now, — 
not with our arms, but with our sympathies and our influence. 
(Applause.) 1 should rejoice if such a strong feeling of sympathy 
with Spain were awakened just now, as would tell upon our 
Grovemment itself in all its transactions with the Spanish people. 
We have now at the head of affairs in this country a man who, 
not long ago, signalised himself by a very decided interference 
against Spanish tyranny, in behalf of our countrymen, claiming 
for them the rights of Christian burial. (Applause.) I do trust 
that the same influence will still be exerted by our noble premier 
— (renewed applause) — on behalf of liberty and ^gainst oppression 
in Spain. I would fain hope that we shall see now in all the in- 
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flaential courts in Europe, as representing the British people, 
ambassadors who shall do something more than merely compose 
masses and attend bull fights. (Applanse.) I do hope that we 
shall see at all our influential posts, men who shall speak the mind 
of Christian England, and use the influence that Christian England 
is entitled to exert. And that this may be so, let us quietly 
prosecute the labours upon which we are now entering^ — let us 
endeavour to stir up ourselves, one another, and the whole 
community, that we may not continue in ignorance as to what is 
going on in Spain, but be on the watch to observe what is done 
in favour of truth and liberty, and be instrumental in awakening 
the sympathies of Protestant and Christian England in behalf of 
the struggling patriots and Christians in that country/' (Applause.) 

Dr M^Crie proposed the next resolution, which contained the 
names of the Committee ; and in doing so, expressed his cordial 
concurrence, not only in the general object of the Society, but in 
the sentiments that had been laid before them. At present the 
Spanish mind, which was of an eminently devout cast, thus pre- 
senting a marked contrast to that of their French neighbours, was 
in a state of fearful hesitation between an ancient and deeply- 
rooted superstition on the one hand, and the gulf of infidelity on 
the other, and not in a state of mdifference ; and it therefore 
behoved the friends of gospel truth to come forward and place 
that truth within their reach. (Applause.) 

Bev. R. Hibbs moved, that the Society now formed be called th 
Scottish Spanish Evangelizatipn Society, which was unanimously 
agreed to, as were also the resolutions previously proposed ; and 
the blessing was pronounced by Dr M^Crie. 
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THE GOSPEL IN SPAIN. 

o Xo 

THE FIRST ANNUAL MEETING of the SPANISH EVAN- 
GELIZATION SOCIETY waa held in Queen Street Hall, 
Edinbubgh, on Tuesday, the 27th day of February 1855, at one o'clock 

P.M. 

The Hon. LORD BENHOLME in the Chair. 

The Rev. Dr Henry Grey opened the meeting with prayer ; and the 
Report was read by Rev. Sir Henry W. Monoreiff, Baronet. 

It was moved by the Rev. Dr Hetherington, seconded by Dr 
Greville, and unanimously agreed to, — 

I. — ^That the present state of Spain calls for the special attention of 
all who desire to spread the pure truth of the Gospel in Europe and 
America. 

It was moved by the Rev. Petbr Hope of Wamphray, seconded by 
the Rev. Andrew Arthur, and unanimously agreed to, — 

II.— That this meeting rejoices in the measure of success which has 
already followed the efforts put forth towards the Evangelization of the 
Spanish Peninsula, and desires to express its gratitude to God for the 
good thereby accomplished. 

It was moved by the Rev. Dr Candlish, seconded by John Gibson, 
Esq., W.S., and unanimously agreed to, — 

III. — ^That the openings for Christian and Protestant exertion, now 
furnished through the providential ordering of events both in Spain and 
Portugal, are such as should be carefully considered, with a view to a 
wise selection, and a zealous prosecution of evangelizing measures. 

It was moved by the Rev. Dr M*Crie, seconded by the Rev. Mr 
Hjbbs, and unanimously agreed to, — 

rV. — ^That a Society be now formed, for the purpose of endeavouring, 
by God's help, to carry out the objects contemplated in the foregoing 
resolutioDS ; that the Report of the Committee of Subscribers now read 
be approved of, printed, and circulated ; and that the following Com- 
mittee be appointed to conduct the Society's concerns, with power to 
add to their number. 

It was moved by Andrew Jameson, Esq., Sheriff-Substitute, and 
unanimously agreed to, — 

y. — ^That the thanks of the meeting be given to Lord Benholme for 
his conduct in the chair. 

Thereafter the benediction was pronounced by the Rev. Dr M'Crie. 



NAMES OF COMMITTEE 
At the time of the formation of the Spanish Evangelization Society in 1855. 

OggO 

THB HONOUSABLB LOBO BKKHOLHB. 

Rev. Sir HmrsT Wkllwood Moncrbiff, Baronet 

Key. WiLLiAH Robertson (Greyfriars), 12 Drmnmond Place 

Rev. Dr Hsimr Gskt, 5 East Glaremont Street 

Rev. Dr Canpush, 4 South Charlotte Street 

Rev. Dr Andrew Thomson, 28 Howard Place. 

Rev. Dr William iL Hkthbrington, 47 Minto Street 

Rev. Dr Thomas M'Cbib, 46 George Sqnare. 

Rev. Dr Goold, Rosemonnt House. 

Rev. Richard Hibbs, 1 Randolph Place. 

Rev. Andrew Arthur, 15 Buccleach Place. 

Petbb Drummond, Esq., Stirling. 

Patrick Dalmahot, Esq., W.S., 69 Queen Street 

John Gibson, Jun., Esq., W.S., 12 South Charlotte Street 

John M^Andrew, Esq., S.&C., 83 Dublin Street. 

Henry D. Dickie, Esq., 3 Ann Street 

Andrew Jameson, Esq., Greenhlll Gardens. 

Henrt Craigis, Esq. of Falcon HalL 

Donald Mathebon, Esq., 15 Rutland Square. 

George F. Barbour, Esq., Grange House. 

Andrew Snodt, Esq., S.S C 26 Gayfield Square, 

Ebsnbzer Mill, Esq., S.S.C. 

}^on. Acting Sbttvttavfi, 

Robert Peddib, Esq. 
The names of other gentlemen nominated, but who did not ae^ are here omitted. 
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Lately Published^ Printed on Toned Paper, Price One Shilling. 

RATIONALISM, OR BROAD-CHURCHISM, 

VERSUS 

THE BIBLE. 

By Mrs Robert Peddie. 

CONTENTS. 



I. Sonship. 
II. Substitution. 
III. Regeneration. 



IV. Justification. 
V. Eternal Death. 
VI. Inspiration of Scripture. 



Shortly after the issue of this little work from the press, 
letters were written to the author by some of our able and 
earnest Scotch ministers and others, from some of which the 
following passages are extracted : — 

*' I have read your book on * nationalism/ and purpose reading it 

more carefully a second time. I may say I have enjoyed every paragraph 

and sentence. I think it is seasonable, and as it meets a particular want, 

it will fill a place of its own. I like much its style and tone, and 

especially its courageous statement of the truth, and thorough exposure of 

the dangers and deadly errors that are everjrwhere creeping in. I purpose 

bringing the book under the notice of my young people here, of whom 

there is a large number, and of others also. It oaght to have a wide 

circulation, especially amongst a certain class— tiie more intelligent and 

better educated of the youth of our land. May the Lord bless and 

prosper it I 

« -^e have read with much satisfaction and approval your tractate 
on *' Hationalisni.' It was a needed publication, rwt hitherto anticipated, 
and we trust its explicit statements, and its truly Scriptural character, 
jjjgjfe it wh&t it seems suited to be, extensively usefuL" 

Q 



** It is worthy of umversal circulation, and v^at I can do in recom- 
mending it, shall be done." 

" I was greatly pleased and benefited by the perusal of your little 
work on * nationalism/ so simple, yet so masterly, dear and convincing." 



OPINIONS OF THE PRESS. 

" This a most seasonable and much needed exposure of a* sad and 
growing evil in some of our professedly Protestant Churches. . . . We 
earnestly recommend this brief treatise to the attention of our readers. 
It is a salutary warning against dangerous and insidious error J*— Banner 
of Ulster, 

" A well-planned and well-exeouted brochure. .... Believing that 
it will meet a widely felt want, we recommend it" — T7i£ Presbyterian. 

'^ Such plain, easy, and short publications as the one before us, will 

go a long way to hamper the progress of * Rationalism ' among the masses 

. . . The author's plan is to produce the Broad church view in each 

case, and to follow it up by dear and suffid^t Scripture refutation. . . . 

We most heartily recommend the work." — The Methodist Times. 

" Its subject and aim, so important and suitable for the times. We 
recommend it to those who wish to possess, or to present to others, a 
small, cheap, yet comprehensive treatise, exposing and refuting by 
Scripture, the broad or rationalistic scheme of doctrine, that is in so many 
quarters prevalent." — British Messenger. 



London : S. W. Partridge ds Co,, Paternoster Bow. 
Stirling : P. Drummond. 

Can (dso be hsdfrom, the Author, per book-post, on application by letter, 
Addressed — Orange Bank, Momingside, Edinburgh. 



Enamelled Ower^ Price Two Pence, Ninth Thousand. 
"HOW TO CLOSE WITH CHRIST." 

By Mrs Robert Peddle. 

Ext/tacts from Private Letters : — 

" It is excellent, powerful, apt, and seasonable — ^just such a statement 
as I should like to put into the hands of many." 

" It is a great omission in many religious tracts, that they want the 
thing which you set clearly before us, namely — that pebsonal act 
which unites the soul to Christ Jesus." 



Enamelled Cover, Price Four Pence, Third Thousand. 
BELIEVING UNTO LIFE : 

WHAT IT IS. 

JBy Mrs Robert Peddie. 

PREFACE. 

The writer of the following brief chapters on " Believing unto Life," has 
been induced to publish them in the form of a little book, for the purpose 
of more extensive usefulness. To present the means of obtaining salva- 
tion, and the assurance of it, in the simplicity of Scripture truth, so as to 
remove false impressions of the nature of saving faith in the minds of 
unconverted persons, and in the minds, of those who are more or less 
anxious about the salvation of their souls, has been the direct and sole 
aim of the writer. 

These chapters have already appeared as separate articles in a religi- 
ous periodical ; and their adaptation to promote the end in view has been 
acknowledged by many Christian persons well-qualified to judge. They 
have been already blessed of God in leading the unconverted, the anxious, 
or doubting, or desponding soul, to the experience of peace and joy in 
believing. \ 

Stirling: P. Drummond. 

Can also he hadfl'om the Author, on receipt of the pi'ice and postage in 

^ stamps, per letter, as noted on prevUms page. 



Issued — Ist July ; \st October; Ist JanMory; Ist April. 

PSiCE Thkekpkncb. Bt Post Thbxepbnce-halppbnkt. 

Oke Year's Issue of Four Numbbbs, One Shilling. Bt Post, 0ns Shilling 

AND Twopence. 

The Fourth Year's Issue of Fow Nvmbers toill he completed toUh the 
April Numbery 1871. The first Number of the Fifth Yearns Issite wiU 
appear on \st Jidy fcUowimg. 

The Secretary of the Financial Committee for the. Spanish 
Evangelization Society^ Mrs Peddie, Grange Bank, Morning- 
side, Edinburgh, can send single copies currently, when 
payment is sent per post in advance. Gratuitous copies in 
the service of the Mission can also be had on application. 

Auxiliaries, Collectors, and others, are earnestly solicited 
to apply to the Secretary, as above, for all the gratuitous 
copies they can make use of, in the interests of the Mission. 

This periodical not being published, copies can be had as 

directed above, or at Mr Peddie^ s Cov/nting-house, 

72 Princes Street, 
Edinburgh. 



